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he United States has long used covert and overt influence for regime change 

in the world as a single dominant force. History is replete with American par-

ticipation in overthrowing and establishing regimes in the Middle East, North 

Africa, and Latin America.

As the world’s dominant superpower, Americans have many tools and techniques to 

accomplish their goals. Given Imran Khan’s proclivity towards China and Russia, official 

Russian visit and silence on the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the charges of American con-

spiracy are plausible.

While a handful were glued to the screen to watch the live-action from Islamabad, 

most Pakistanis went about their lives as if the change of prime minister was of no con-

sequence. But those who value lip-service and discussion over action, publicity and ad-

vertising over reality, and fantasy over the natural world enjoyed the prime time TV show.

Why have the majority of people turned off the political noise? Alienation implies a 

feeling of separation from and discontent with society. Politics’ feudal and tribal nature 

has induced a sense of powerlessness among the masses.

The opposition had a lot of freedom to gather and organise because of poor adminis-

tration and economic mismanagement. As support from the military began to dwindle, 

Imran Khan discovered the ideal elevator pitch for the next elections by embracing a con-

spiracy to redeem himself.

To counter the anti-corruption slogan that helped him win the last election, he need-

ed a new one — a new story to replace it.

However, there are significant societal and political ramifications to this. For Pakistan, 

the United States is a vital strategic and commercial ally. In 2021, the two nations ex-

changed commodities worth more than $8.9 billion.

A debt-ridden economy like ours should be alarmed by these numbers.

Many believe that Imran Khan jeopardises a vital but precarious commercial and stra-

tegic relationship by portraying a hostile narrative to the United States.

Anti-American political groups have generally been the religious right, with a small 

voting base. For a good reason, this has not been a popular rallying cry for the people; 

it might jeopardise a critical economic and geopolitical partnership in Pakistan’s best 

interest.

The inequitable paradigm within which Pakistan-US relations have historically 

worked does not preclude us from critiquing the US foreign policy. But it’s a bad idea to 

toss away the baby with the bathwater.

Rather than promoting anti-America sentiments, Imran Khan should rally the people 

toward a more tolerant and inclusive Pakistan — nationally, regionally, and globally. All po-

litical parties would be well to keep in mind that progress and antagonism are mutually 

incompatible.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s new coalition government will have its job cut out. 

The new government will encounter considerable challenges from the start. A worsening 

economic crisis, rising political turmoil, and deterioration of relations with Western pow-

ers are just a few issues that the country is now confronting. We have no idea if the ruling 

coalition, consisting of numerous parties and groups with often opposing political and 

economic goals, will continue until the midterm elections.

Repairing the economy is the most significant challenge facing the Sharif adminis-

tration. Pakistanis face double-digit inflation largely due to the country’s volatile politi-

cal environment, and much-needed foreign assistance for the country’s balance of pay-

ments which is currently on hold. Commodity prices, particularly food and energy, have 

strained the external sector.

What is Sharif and Zardari’s long-term plan now after Imran Khan’s ouster? All the 

choices appear difficult. 

Protecting Pakistani
Interests

T

Ibrahim Sajid Malick 
Editor, Narratives
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The Narratives’ editorial team takes a look 
at three stories that made the headlines...
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he 1,100 megawatt Karachi 

Nuclear Power Plant Unit-3 

(K-3), which started its trial-

run on March 4, has hit its 

maximum electricity generation capac-

ity, marking another great leap forward 

for the country’s efforts to ensure energy 

security through safe, clean and environ-

mentally friendly means.

Had the country not drifted into a 

political turmoil, perhaps the Pakistan 

Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) 

would be making grand plans for its 

formal inauguration in early April. But 

leaving politics aside, the good news for 

Pakistan is that K-3, located near Paradise 

Point, has been supplying 1,100 MWs to 

the national grid since March 31.

“The formal inauguration of the plant 

got delayed because of the political uncer-

tainty, but it is now expected sometime in 

late April,” PAEC Director-General Media 

Shahid Riaz told Narratives Magazine.

The K-3’s power generation capac-

ity was gradually enhanced from 50 to 

60 megawatts and finally to its optimum 

level, all within four weeks. The PAEC offi-

cials say that this has been done ensuring 

strict security and safety protocols.

On April 5, the PAEC announced that 

now all its six nuclear power plants are 

operational at optimum capacity, gener-

ating and supplying 3560 MW electricity 

to the national grid.

Four nuclear power plants at 

Chashma in district Mianwali are supply-

ing 1340 MW, while K-2 and K-3 at Karachi 

are feeding 2220 MW to the national grid. 

This means that the total share of nuclear 

power in the country’s energy mix has 

jumped to 18.3 percent from roughly 9.0 

per cent in early March.

The K-3 nuclear power plant had start-

ed operations on February 21, and after 

safety tests and procedures it was con-

nected to the grid on March 4.

K-3 is the second Nuclear Power Plant 

(NPP) in Pakistan with a generation ca-

pacity of 1,100 MW.

Its addition to the national grid means 

that low-cost electricity is being added to 

the country’s energy mix. The other one, 

named K-2 was inaugurated by Prime 

Minister Imran Khan on May 21, 2021. 

“Hydro and nuclear are the cheapest 

energy sources,” said Shahid Riaz, PAEC’s 

Director General (DG) Media. 

Pakistan’s total installed electric-

ity generation capacity is around 40,000 

MW. The reliance on imported fuel is one 

of the key reasons for the higher electric-

ity tariffs in the country.

The ground-breaking of the K-3 pro-

ject was performed on November 26, 

2013, and the construction started af-

ter getting approval from the Pakistan 

Nuclear Regulatory Authority (PNRA). 

The fuel loading of the plant started 

in December 2021 after the PNRA’s 

clearance.

The PAEC DG Media said that K-2 and 

K-3 are the generation 3, latest Chinese 

reactors with advanced safety measures. 

“There are double-containment concrete 

walls protecting the plant,” he said. “Even 

if a plane crashes into it, these walls will 

sustain the impact and won’t allow it to 

penetrate.”

In this Chinese design, even if there is 

a station black-out meaning zero supply 

of electricity as happened when a tsuna-

mi caused the Fukushima nuclear acci-

dent in 2011 — the plant’s passive cooling 

system would continue to function for 72 

hours, providing ample time to manage 

things, he said. 

There are 442 nuclear power plants 

operating in 30 countries, including 

Pakistan.

The China National Nuclear 

Corporation (CNNC), which built K-2 and 

K-3 by adapting the Hualong One plant de-

sign, declared it a milestone, which “lays a 

solid foundation for the subsequent com-

mercial operation of the unit.”

These two units are the first exports 

of CNNC’s Hualong One, which is also 

promoted on the international market as 

HPR1000.

“After each unit of Hualong One is 

completed, it is expected to generate 

nearly 10 billion kWh of electricity annu-

ally, which can meet the annual electric-

ity demand of more than 4 million house-

holds in Pakistan,” the CNNC said in a 

statement the day K-3 started its trial run. 

The annual power generation of K-2 and 

K-3 is equivalent to reducing coal use by 

3.12 million tonnes annually and avoiding 

the emission of 8.16 million tonnes of car-

bon dioxide every year, the CNNC said.

The Karachi nuclear site is also home 

to Pakistan’s first nuclear power reactor, 

Karachi 1 a small 100 MW (90 MW net) 

Canadian pressurised heavy water reac-

tor, which was shut down in 2021 after 50 

years of operation.

The PAEC spokesman said that the 

initial life of K-1 was 30 years that got com-

pleted in 2002, but it was expanded to 20 

more years by Pakistani experts and sci-

entists, which remains a feat in itself. 

“K-1 produced only 80 MW electricity 

but we learnt a lot through it. We trained 

our manpower on K-1 and got confidence 

to operate it on our own as the Canadians 

unilaterally aborted the agreement with 

Pakistan in 1974 and stopped all the sup-

plies and technological help.” 

This was done by Canada after India 

conducted its first nuclear bomb test ex-

plosion — aka the Smiling Buddha — in 

May 1974. The Canadian sanctions, how-

PAEC’s Feat
The peaceful use of nuclear 
powers remains a key to the 
socio-economic development of 
countries like Pakistan

T The completion of the K-3 nuclear power plant will help relieve the burden 
of paying for imported fuel.
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ever, proved a blessing in disguise for 

Pakistan as it was forced to stand on its 

own feet. 

CNNC said the construction of 

Karachi 2 and 3 helped boost Pakistan’s 

economy and the related industries as the 

local supply of equipment increased sig-

nificantly. “During the peak period of the 

project construction, it has directly pro-

vided more than 10,000 jobs for Pakistan, 

and indirectly created more than 40,000 

jobs through the industrial chain.”

There are growing calls in Pakistan 

to build additional nuclear reactors to 

help meet the rising energy demands as 

they curb greenhouse gas emissions and 

counter the adverse impacts of climate 

change through low-carbon electricity 

generation. The peaceful use of nuclear 

power remains key to the socio-economic 

development of countries like Pakistan.

China has played a fundamental role 

in developing Pakistan’s nuclear power 

generation capacity under a 1986 bilateral 

cooperation agreement. The two coun-

tries enjoy close economic and defence 

ties which have stood the test of time. The 

K-2 and K-3 plants are just another mani-

festation of the rock-solid relationship be-

tween them. n

t can happen only in Pakistan 

and that too in the name of 

democracy. A politician ac-

cused of billions rupees worth 

of money laundering and holding assets 

beyond known sources of income gets 

elected as the 23rd prime minister on 

April 11 — the same day he was supposed 

to get formally indicted  in a corruption 

case. Yes, Shehbaz Sharif’s rise to the 

coveted slot of prime minister-ship adds 

another dark chapter to the country’s 

checkered history and explains why 

many Pakistanis do not have faith in the 

parliament and the constitution as they 

both can be so easily manipulated and in 

many cases fail to prevent the rise of the 

corrupt to the top positions.

And to rub more salt to the wound, 

and add insult to the injury on the col-

lective conscience of Pakistanis, on April 

16, Hamza, who was also supposed to be 

indicted in a massive corruption case 

along with his father, Shehbaz, gets him-

self elected as chief minister Punjab in a 

controversial vote.

Both Shehbaz and Hamza got their 

dubious majority in the National and 

Punjab assemblies respectively by buy-

ing votes of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 

lawmakers and engineering their allies 

to change loyalties. Neither the constitu-

tion’s anti-defection law nor the learned 

higher judiciary, which in select cases, 

could open shops in a bizarre and un-

precedented manner on a Sunday and 

that too at midnight, could stop the buy-

ing and selling of lawmakers or ensure 

any action against them.

What does it mean? The system is too 

weak, too helpless to ensure the rule of 

law and prevent the super-rich corrupt 

politicians from having their way.

The second disturbing fact that has 

been highlighted because of the rise of 

the father-son duo is the suffocating grip 

of dynastic politics. The Pakistan Muslim 

League-Nawaz (PML-N) — the second 

largest party — has no other faces to pre-

sent for key positions other than those 

belonging to the Sharif clan.

If in the past, the two Sharif brothers 

held the coveted positions of PM and CM 

Punjab and appointed their other close 

relatives or lackeys on important slots, 

this time it is the father and the son. The 

veterans within the ranks of the PML-N 

are only there to play second-fiddle to the 

house of Sharifs.

The same is the problem with the 

Pakistan People’s Party which is run by 

the Zardari clan, the Jamiat Ulema-e-

Islami by Maulana Fazl-ur Rehman & 

family, and the most other smaller politi-

cal, religious and sub-nationalist parties.

At the constituency level, a recent 

study has revealed that almost 60 per 

cent of the national and provincial assem-

blies’ seats are dynastic.   

This acceptance of corruption and 

the rule of dynasties explains the di-

lemma of Pakistani democracy, which in 

its essence remains anti-people, corrupt 

to the core and inefficient.

Readers can log-on to https://narra-

tives.com.pk/featured/not-yet-off-the-

hook/ to read in detail how Shehbaz and 

his family indulged in billions of rupees 

worth of money laundering through the 

bank accounts operated in the names 

of their lower staff members, and even a 

paparwala, and some hawker.

No wonder, the first thing Shehbaz 

did after coming to power was to get 

those officers who investigated corrup-

tion cases against him and his family 

transferred. Soon the entire Sharif clan is 

expected to get a clean chit through ma-

nipulation of the investigation, prosecu-

tion and the judiciary system. This is what 

we call democracy Pakistani style. n

I

Dynastic
Democracy!
Pakistani democracy, in its 
essence, remains anti-people, 
corrupt to the core and inefficient

Pakistan’s institutions have chosen to ignore Shebaz Sharif and his son 
Hamza’s corruption cases, allowing them to be elected PM and CM Punjab, 
respectively.
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nd yes, there has been a series 

of LGBTQ+ raves at the “pres-

tigious” Institute of Business 

Administration (IBA), Karachi, 

under the stewardship of Executive 

Director Dr. Syed Akbar Zaidi, but the po-

litically-connected and influential man-

agement hushed-up this first of its kind 

mega-scandal by taking a symbolic action 

against just two students.

On March 30, the IBA’s Students 

Conduct Committee announced that the 

institute suspended one student for an 

academic year, while another was barred 

from entering the campus for the rest of 

the current academic year following the 

conclusion of an inquiry into the matter 

of the viral video of the LGBTQ+ rave or-

ganised at its premises. However, the IBA’s 

official sources said that the faculty mem-

bers, who encourage and patronise such 

activities, and many students who regu-

larly participate in them, have been let off 

the hook in a controversial inquiry only 

IBA’s mega
scandal 
hushed-up

How a handful of students and 
teachers are pushing an LGBTQ+ 
agenda at IBA with the support of 
the management

A

An email written to 
the IBA management 
by more than 70 
students demanded 
an “immediate public 
announcement” by 
IBA, clearly stating 
that it “distances 
itself from ideas of 
LGBTQ+/homosexu-
ality and vulgar 
parties.”

Extracts of the student and faculty 
complaints to the IBA management.
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done to ward-off the public pressure.

A video of one of these raves — held 

at the courtyard of the IBA on March 24 

— went viral on the social media, trigger-

ing widespread condemnations and even 

protest by some student, parents and 

teachers organisations. The IBA sources 

said that it was the fourth LGBTQ+ rave 

that was organised with the blessings of 

the management.

“Many other students, who partici-

pated in the event, could have been easily 

identified through the video, but the IBA 

management took action against just two 

of them,” said a senior teacher at the IBA, 

requesting anonymity. “Even these two 

just got a slap on the wrist and will even-

tually get back into the institute,” he said.  

He alleged that since Dr. S Akbar 

Zaidi took charge of IBA in January 2020, 

LBGTQ+ activists, including a couple of 

teachers who support them, are openly 

preaching their agenda, organising gath-

erings of gays and lesbians and trying that 

their conduct should be taken as a new 

normal at the campus.

“It is not possible to hold any event at 

the IBA campus without management’s 

permission. Even on March 24, when the 

campus security officials tried to inter-

vene, students told them that the event 

had been organised with the manage-

ment’s permission. That’s the reason no 

action was taken against the campus se-

curity in-charge, Khalid Javed, a retired 

captain, who would have revealed it all as 

he had the entire footage of the rave.”  

Students told the security that they 

were allowed to hold this party from the 

IBA Registrar Dr. Asad Ilyas and ED Akbar 

Zaidi, he said.

Another faculty member of the IBA 

said that Dr. Asad Ilyas is the right hand 

man of Akbar Zaidi, who can’t run the 

show without him as he lacks administra-

tive experience. “Dr. Asad is currently the 

most controversial figure at IBA. He was 

suspended for two weeks from his posi-

tion of registrar for engineering the ex-

pulsion of one student under false charg-

es,” she said. “That student, Mohammad 

Gibrail, had to be readmitted under in-

tense public pressure and also because 

charges against him were cooked up.”

Gibrail had raised his voice against 

the harassment of a female student. 

When the IBA management paid no heed 

to the victim’s complaint, Gibrail took the 

matter to social media.

“Akbar Zaidi has no prior experience 

of running administration and that is the 

reason he banks on Dr. Asad,” she said.   

Background interviews with a num-

ber of IBA students and faculty members 

revealed that since Dr. Akbar Zaidi had 

taken charge, lesbian and gay activists 

have come in the open and their activities 

are being encouraged by a couple of fac-

ulty members, who have similar sexual 

orientation.  

A female student said that in the pre-

COVID-19 days,  at least two parties were 

organised by the LGBTQ+ students, foll-

woed by another two after the pandemic 

eased. “Even in class discussions, some 

teachers try to defend and portray such 

activities as acceptable,” she said.

An email written to the IBA manage-

ment by more than 70 students demand-

ed an “immediate public announcement” 

by IBA, clearly stating that it “distances 

itself from ideas of LGBTQ+/homosexual-

ity and vulgar parties.”

And it is not the growing LGBTQ+ ac-

tivities under the patronage of the IBA 

management which are raising concerns 

among students and the faculty members 

in general, but also the overall change in 

the campus atmosphere which is raising 

alarm bells, including the open public 

display of affection among students and 

the permission to wear scant and vulgar 

clothes.

Another female faculty member said 

that especially in the evenings, she does 

not try to look at students, who are often 

found in “intimate and compromising 

positions.”

“I am not a conservative person…but 

whatever is being allowed at IBA in the 

name of liberalism, makes my head bow 

down with shame,” she said.

One of the first few things Dr. Akbar 

Zaidi did after assuming charge was re-

moving the dress-code board from the 

campus. As a result, boys want to attend 

classes wearing shorts and girls in scant 

and revealing clothes, she added.

The abolishing of dress code and ac-

ceptable behaviour conditions is being 

hailed only by a small number of stu-

dents, but the majority remains unhappy 

and say that it is earning a bad name for 

their institute.

The email written by students to the 

executive director also highlights how 

IBA has changed.

“The most obvious of these changes 

are: the sheer amount of leniency afford-

ed to students on what they wear, and a 

similar tolerance by IBA of continuous 

acts of PDA (Public Display of Affection), 

and the numerous activities of the 

LGBTQ+ Group on campus posing with 

One of the first few 
things Dr. Akbar 
Zaidi did after
assuming charge 
was removing the 
dress-code board 
from the campus. 
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their flags, while wearing objectionable 

clothing…and tagging their pictures with 

very problematic statements like ‘Gays are 

taking over IBA’ or ‘bringing the gay agen-

da to IBA’ — along with eventually making 

an Instagram page,” students email said.

The email also quoted some state-

ments of Ms. Rahma Mian, one of the fac-

ulty members, who was questioned by 

students about the LGBTQ+ activities at 

the campus. She was quoted as saying that 

“gender is a social construct,” “we are be-

yond biological essentialism,” “we cannot 

stop anyone from expressing their feel-

ings” and “gender is a construction of the 

18th and the 19th century. You have to de-

colonise yourself.”

“We students came to IBA because of 

its reputation as a university which highly 

values positive cultural norms of our so-

ciety, along with providing quality educa-

tion; but these recent activities have not 

only tarnished this image, but has also led 

to a severe effect on our academic activi-

ties, and has concerned our parents too.”   

The irony is that despite being a pub-

lic sector university, which in the past was 

known for its discipline, high values and 

conduct of its students and faculty, is now 

being pushed into a direction by the cur-

rent management which directly clashes 

with the society’s basic norms.

A student alliance comprising the 

Islami Jamiat Talaba, the Imamia Students 

Organization and the Peoples Student 

Federation staged protest against the 

LGBTQ+ activities at the IBA campus and 

have alleged that the management was 

deliberately promoting “homosexual cul-

ture” at the campus.

The Karachi University Teachers’ 

Association, while condemning the pro-

motion of gay and lesbian culture at  IBA, 

said that Pakistan is an Islamic Republic 

where such activities could spark a severe 

backlash. n

Akbar Zaidi’s tolerance of the LGBTQ movement and other inappropriate 
activities at IBA has tarnished the reputation of the institute among students 
and parents. 
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TheThe

he template for change cur-

rently underway, is one never 

before witnessed in Pakistan’s 

chequered political history. 

Never before has a ruling party lost its al-

lies and lawmakers in droves to the oppo-

sition camp, as did the Tehreek e Insaf in 

the run-up to the no-confidence motion 

against Imran Khan. Never before have 

the apex courts opened for business on 

a Sunday, or at midnight, to decide a case 

against a sitting government, as happened 

in April 2022.

The chain of many firsts doesn’t end 

there. Never before in Pakistan’s history 

have a father-son duo managed to grab, 

in one go, the country’s two most coveted 

public offices — those of Prime Minister 

and Chief Minister of the country’s biggest 

province, the Punjab — giving the suffocat-

ing grip of dynastic politics in this land of 

the pure a new twist and meaning. This is 

also the first time that two individuals ac-

cused of massive corruption and out on 

bail, have managed to acquire power, as all 

the institutions – from the judiciary to the 

anti-graft investigation agencies, and the 

mighty military establishment — looked 

the other way.

In the new federal cabinet, the number 

of ministers currently on bail in corruption 

cases surpasses those with clean records. 

Meanwhile, the quorum of the National 

Assembly remains incomplete, with more 

than 120 PTI lawmakers having tendered 

their resignations in protest against what 

they maintained was the dubious manner 

in which the change of government had 

been brought about. And yes, these two 

are also among the many firsts recorded 

in this process of change, which has left 

Pakistan deeply polarised and teetering on 
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uncertain ground.

A new government has been put 

in place, but its legitimacy was being 

questioned even before birth, thanks to 

widespread allegations by the PTI and 

its devotees, of the buying and selling of 

lawmakers and allies, which they con-

tended engineered regime change, and 

the claims by former PM Imran Khan that 

the change had been orchestrated at the 

behest of the United States.

Such perceptions have increasingly 

gained currency, and resulted in the rap-

idly declining support for Imran Khan 

preceding his ouster, soaring overnight to 

an unprecedented high across Pakistan, 

with passionate crowds in tens of thou-

sands attending PTI rallies and spontane-

ous protests. This jazba e junoon (spirited 

passion) is in stark contrast to the grim-

ness of the mood prevailing in the coun-

try’s power centres.  

Pakistan’s most revered institutions, 

the Pakistan Army and its judiciary are 

under intense criticism, the first from its 

own popular support base. This has nev-

er happened in the past. But today many 

Pakistanis think that the institutions’ tra-

ditional neutrality has tilted — and that too 

in favour of corrupt politicians. (See the 

related story on page 18 please)

This is an unprecedented crisis, which 

has put the credibility of Pakistan’s entire 

system at stake, and has the potential to 

snowball into full-blown confrontation 

among the key power players. 

The new political order lacks credibil-

ity because the majority of its front-line 

leaders are seen as the living symbols of 

all that is wrong with Pakistan — corrup-

tion, nepotism, misrule, poor governance 

and oppressive, undemocratic dynastic 

politics. The new coalition government, 

comprising once rival political forces, 

including the Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N), the Pakistan People’s 

Party (PPP), the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-

Fazl (JUI-F) and smaller sub-nationalist 

and ethnic parties, has not been able to 

instil confidence in the people about its 

ability to march the country to a better 

future, let alone pull it out of the politi-

cal mess it has been subjected to by the 

powers-that-be.

This is for good reason. Even at the 

inception of its journey, it is glaringly evi-

dent that the members of the coalition 

now at the helm of power, are not on the 

same page. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 

wants to stay in power, at least till the cur-

rent assemblies complete their term. The 

PPP, which has the Sindh government in 

its pocket, would also like to do the same. 

But from within the ranks of the PML-N 

and its other allies, heard emanating are 

murmurs demanding early elections in 

the country, ironically the same demand 

made by the opposition PTI.

However, the PML-N leadership has 

announced that this government would 

complete its terms. Shehbaz Sharif would, 

of course, like to do away with the cor-

ruption cases against him and his fam-

ily, defang the National Accountability 

Bureau and reverse the electoral reforms 

introduced by the previous government. 

However, all this appears easier said than 

done, as Imran Khan is mounting public 

pressure through massive rallies across 

Pakistan. The PTI jalsas in Peshawar, 

Karachi and Lahore drew huge, passion-

ate crowds. And in the coming weeks, 

Imran Khan is likely to build even more 

pressure through agitation and protest to 

press for his demand of early elections.

In the process, Imran Khan is reviving 

his political fortune. The hitherto growing 

criticism of his poor economic manage-

ment, double digit inflation, and appoint-

ment of questionable team members to 

important positions, has all been blown 

away because of the manner in which he 

was removed from power.

Now people see him as the only lead-

er standing up to the status quo, corrupt 

politicians, vested interests and even the 

United States and its dictates. It is also 

a fact that currently Imran Khan is the 

only national level leader who is not seen 

from the prism of any province or ethnic 

group. His popularity and following is 

nation-wide.

The new coalition meanwhile, is 

mired in a proverbial Catch 22 quagmire. 

Early elections mean facing a politically 

rejuvenated Imran Khan, riding high on 

a tsunami of popularity, the magnitude of 

which, as Khan himself declared, he had 

not witnessed before in his 26-year-long 

political career. On the other hand, de-

layed elections for the sitting government, 

mean leading the country at a time of a se-

rious economic crunch, forcing it to take 

all those hard decisions for which Imran 

Khan was being criticised — from jacking 

up energy prices to other belt-tightening 

measures. The International Monetary 

The new political 
order lacks credibility 
because the majority 
of its front-line
leaders are seen as 
the living symbols of 
all that is wrong with 
Pakistan — corrup-
tion, nepotism,
misrule, poor
governance and
oppressive,
undemocratic
dynastic politics. 
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Fund (IMF), the Western powers and 

their Middle Eastern allies may throw the 

new government an economic lifeline, 

but Imran Khan’s anti-west narrative will 

keep Shehbaz Sharif & Company on their 

toes.

Whatever flaws his critics highlight 

vis a vis Imran Khan’s politics and per-

sonality, it now seems they will likely be 

soon relegated to the dustbin of fleeting 

scandals. The Toshakhana affair, relating 

to official gifts made to the country under 

the Khan government and their purchase 

by the First Lady at throwaway prices, for 

example, is not likely to erode Khan’s fan-

base. He continues to be seen as the only 

Mr. Clean of Pakistani politics. Alongside, 

he has now firmly established him-

self as the face of defiance and change. 

Resultantly, he has become the biggest 

headache for his political opponents and 

all those who colluded with them to or-

chestrate his ouster.

This, however, does not mean that the 

road ahead for Imran Khan is smooth. All 

the cards are stacked against him. The 

traditional political parties — aka the po-

litical establishment — stand united, at 

least in bolstering the anti-Imran Khan 

front. The traditional media overwhelm-

ingly remains anti-Khan because his gov-

ernment squeezed funding for media 

houses and journalists, in contrast with 

the generosity of past governments, par-

ticularly that of the PML-N. The military 

establishment with its avowed stance of 

neutrality appears by its recent actions, 

to have decisively tilted in favour of the 

traditional parties — at least for now. The 

judiciary and the Election Commission of 

Pakistan have revealed their anti-PTI col-

ours. Above all, Imran Khan’s rhetoric has 

pitted him firmly against the US-led west-

ern bloc.

Will Imran Khan be able to write his-

tory by overcoming all these odds?  It will 

be a Herculean task, which appears near 

impossible. But Imran Khan’s fans have 

firm faith and believe that their hero, 

their captain, can perform this miracle. 

Many Pakistanis who remained opposed 

to the traditional political parties are also 

putting their weight behind Imran Khan. 

And former Prime Minister Khan also 

enjoys considerable popularity among 

the retired and serving personnel of the 

Pakistan Armed Forces.

In the final analysis, however, it is the 

system that decides. And for now Imran 

Khan remains at odds with the system — at 

both the domestic and the international 

level. Right now, he is their target. He is un-

acceptable because he remains bent upon 

upsetting the US-devised applecart. He 

wants to write new rules of the game. 

Amid the prevailing uncertainty, the 

one issue that has clearly emerged is that 

Khan and his followers are now in a defin-

ing struggle, one which will decide the 

future of Pakistan. It can lead the country 

towards great chaos, crush all hopes for 

change, or actually lay the foundation for 

Imran Khan’s ‘New Pakistan.’  Early, free, 

fair and transparent elections will be the 

judge of that. 

For now, Pakistan stands on uncer-

tain ground. It is a country riven by more 

apprehensions and fears about the future, 

than hope and optimism. Unarguably, the 

captain’s new innings are the toughest he 

has ever played. n

The PTI jalsas in 
Peshawar, Karachi 
and Lahore drew 
huge, passionate 
crowds. And in the 
coming weeks, Imran 
Khan is likely to build 
even more pressure 
through agitation 
and protest to press 
for his demand of 
early elections.

Imran Khan’s ouster has unexpectedly rejuvenated his popular support, putting the new regime on the back foot. 
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By Amir Zia
he Pakistan Armed Forces are 

the country’s most respected and 

trusted institution. Period. From 

one end of the country to another, 

they enjoy the overwhelming love and sup-

port of most Pakistanis, who see them as the 

ultimate guardians against both external and 

internal threats.

In the past, scores of foreign-sponsored 

campaigns were launched to undermine the 

forces, especially the Pakistan Army. Such 

campaigns tried to exploit the country’s in-

ternal friction, but they failed to create any 

significant gulf between the barracks and the 

people. However, whether by design or de-

fault, some individuals in the tiny segment of 

Pakistan’s westernised liberals, members of 

small sub-nationalist groups and shadowy re-

ligious extremists, abetted in these efforts.

Not long ago, the Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N), particularly former premier 

Nawaz Sharif, and his daughter Maryam, also 

attempted to stoke resentment against the 

military leadership and the institution, but 

they failed to make an impact at the mass level. 

Negative emotions were, however, raised 

by the passage of the controversial no-confi-

dence motion against Imran Khan’s govern-

ment. This resulted in an intense wave of criti-

cism against the military leadership and the 

country’s other institutions, including the ju-

diciary. In the days that followed Khan’s oust-

er, this anger against the supposed pillars of 

this state was glaringly visible on social media 

sites and in spontaneous rallies staged across 

Pakistan.

This unprecedented outburst occurred 

despite the fact that neither Imran Khan, nor 

the first tier leadership of the former ruling 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had directly 
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or indirectly criticised the military lead-

ership. In their official and off-the-record 

media interactions — both preceding and 

after their ouster from power — Imran 

Khan and his aides refrained from criti-

cising the army, in spite of probing ques-

tions. In fact the PTI’s line in this respect 

has remained consistent: any attempt to 

undermine the armed forces will only 

weaken Pakistan.

Following the barrage of anti-army 

sentiment that started trending on social 

media, the authorities arrested some PTI 

activists, but they were released within 

hours as investigators failed to establish 

their links with any organised campaign. 

This indicates that the outburst was or-

ganic, not an orchestrated campaign,  

and it started to dissipate within a couple 

of days — thanks to the responsible role 

played by many influencers, leaders of 

public opinion and PTI officials.

However, how seriously the forces 

took notice of the anti-military diatribe 

was visible in the April 14 press confer-

ence of DG ISPR, Major-General Babar 

Iftikhar. He expressed deep concern 

about the “malicious propaganda” against 

the army, adding that while “external link-

ages and fake technology intensify [the 

propaganda campaign’s] impact,” they 

would not succeed.

An ISPR statement issued on April 

17 quoted Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) 

General Qamar Javed Bajwa as saying that 

misinformation and propaganda threat-

en the integrity of the state, requiring a 

timely and unified response to counter 

speculation and rumours. During his visit 

to the Lahore Garrison he stated that the 

army draws strength from the people 

and “any effort to create a wedge between 

[the] army and population won’t be toler-

ated...hostile forces have been trying this 

for a long time, but they won’t succeed, 

Insha Allah.” 

The military certainly did right by 

highlighting the disinformation cam-

paign against it, rather than brush it un-

der the carpet. 

Foreign forces do undeniably cash in 

on our internal rifts, but it is also time to 

take stock of this first of its kind of home-

grown criticism, which has not emanated 

from small, traditional anti-army ele-

ments, but from those who have been the 

army’s ardent supporters. They include 

not just people belonging to the Imran 

Khan fan-club, but also retired armed 

forces’ officials, opponents of dynastic 

politics and a vast number of apolitical 

Pakistanis, who want to see the rule of law 

in their country and accountability of the 

corrupt.

In a nutshell, Imran Khan’s ouster was 

taken negatively by the very people who 

comprise the popular support base of 

the Armed Forces. Therefore, it is neces-

sary to seriously analyse the trend, which 

emerged following the fall of Imran Khan 

and the rise of the corruption-tainted po-

litical order that replaced him.

The Pakistan Army’s massive sup-

port stems from the core values and the 

symbolism this institution represents. On 

the external front, the army is seen as the 

guardian of Pakistan’s frontiers against its 

arch-enemy, India, and as the champion 

of Jammu & Kashmir’s fight for freedom. 

This perception and belief has been built 

over decades and serves as the key ral-

lying point for most Pakistanis. The nu-

clear programme, which Pakistan has 

sustained through successive govern-

ments, and expanded despite all the pres-

sure from western powers, especially the 

United States, is also tied to the external 

security paradigm.  

On the domestic front, the army —

rightly or wrongly — is seen as a bulwark 

against corrupt politicians and a guaran-

tor that no individual, organisation, or in-

stitution will be allowed to hurt our core 

national interests. The army is, in fact, 

seen as the last fallback by an overwhelm-

ing number of Pakistanis whenever they 

feel they have been failed by their civilian 

leaders and institutions.

It is also a fact that unlike the small 

segment of the liberal elite, the tradition-

al political parties and their allied media 

— who all constantly pay lip-service to 

democracy — the majority of Pakistanis 

are only concerned about the stabil-

ity, unity and well-being of the country. 

Many equate the traditional interpreta-

tion of democracy with corruption, mis-

rule, poor governance and nepotism and 

vested interests. That’s why every time 

there has been a military takeover, it has 

been welcomed by the people, includ-

ing the last one staged by General Pervez 

The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz 
(PML-N), particularly 
former premier 
Nawaz Sharif, and his 
daughter Maryam, 
also attempted to 
stoke resentment 
against the military 
leadership and the 
institution, but they 
failed to make an 
impact at the mass 
level. 

DG ISPR Major-General Babar Iftikhar holds a presser on April 14, taking 
notice of the anti-Army propaganda spreading on social media in the wake 
of Imran Khan’s ouster.
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Musharraf in October 1999.

These external and internal roles of 

the army define the bedrock of its popu-

lar support. Any weak signalling and dif-

ferent packaging of messages on any of 

these fronts by the forces is bound to trig-

ger uncertainty, unease, concern, chaos 

and criticism in the Armed Forces’ mass 

support base.

For example, the apparently political-

ly-correct posturing of the institution — 

it’s declared “neutrality” and being “apo-

litical” — has been interpreted by many 

Pakistanis as a sign of a drawback, even 

of virtual abdication from its position of 

being defender of the nation.  Many view 

the fall of the Imran Khan’s government 

amid this buzz of “neutrality” as a switch-

ing of sides by the army, or worse, abject 

surrender to the much-tried, tested and 

failed corrupt political dynasties in this 

country.

The public at large remains justified 

in expressing dismay, frustration and an-

ger, as not long ago “the one-page” man-

tra was vogue, with the usual critics of 

Imran Khan and the army calling it a hy-

brid regime — a taunt which gave comfort 

to many Pakistanis, who want the civilian 

and military leaders to work in tandem 

to achieve common national goals and 

objectives.  

By adopting the posture of neutral-

ity — demanded by the opposition politi-

cians and their allied media — the army 

has itself shattered the narrative and per-

ception which it had built over the years. 

Suddenly all that was earlier considered 

kosher seems to have become unfit, and 

that which was not, has been declared 

viable.

The common man, who sees politics 

and statecraft in broad strokes rather than 

going into intricacies, appears unmoved 

by the criticism hurled at Imran Khan, 

including the charge that he appointed 

weak team members to key positions, 

such as the coveted slots of chief minis-

ter Punjab and Khyber Pakthunkhawa. 

For the majority of Pakistanis, an inde-

pendent foreign policy, the premise that 

no talks will be held with India until New 

Delhi revokes its Aug. 5, 2019 measures in 

Indian Occupied Kashmir, and the drive 

against corruption, are the causes clos-

est to their hearts. And they believed the 

Pakistan Army shared this sentiment. 

The result of the institution’s stated 

neutrality went in favour of those whom 

the military’s popular support base 

thought were not just corrupt, but had 

worked against the national interest, in-

cluding betraying the Kashmir cause in a 

bid to appease India.

For them, it was hard to digest that 

a man accused of billions of rupees in 

money laundering had been elected as 

the Prime Minister, and his son — also 

an accused — was sworn in as the Chief 

Minister of Punjab through highly con-

troversial votes in the national and pro-

vincial assemblies. This engendered a 

further loss of faith in the democratic 

process, Parliament and the Constitution 

among the people, and as expected, 

raised questions about the role or lack of 

role of the army leadership in this politi-

cal crisis. Simply put, the outburst was not 

just because of love for Imran Khan, but 
Musharaf’s bloodless military coup was largely welcomed by the people.

Imran Khan’s
position of no talks 
with India until New 
Delhi revokes its 
unilateral change of 
status in Kashmir, is 
the minimum 
Pakistan can do. Any 
talks now, would only 
hurt the already 
compromised 
Kashmir cause.

The Nawaz-Maryam duo spearheaded a smear campaign against the 
Pakistan Army.
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the disdain for corrupt politicians, who 

had, once again, grabbed power.    

Apart from these current develop-

ments on the domestic front, in the recent 

past the army’s top leadership has emit-

ted some signals regarding relations with 

India that have raised many eyebrows 

about the packaging of the message of 

peace, which they believe seems to ap-

pear as desperation from the Pakistani 

side.

While addressing a security confer-

ence in March 2021, the COAS called for 

the resolution of the Kashmir dispute and 

said that it was time for Pakistan and India 

to “bury the past and move forward.” The 

statement came when the Indians were 

resorting to the worst human rights abus-

es in Indian Occupied Kashmir after uni-

laterally scrapping the nominal autono-

mous status of the disputed region. The 

fact that there are no takers for Pakistan’s 

peace overtures in New Delhi, that these 

have remained largely unilateral over the 

years, has been totally ignored.   

The seeming wish by those at the 

helm of the forces to bury the past also 

betrays a lack of understanding of the 

historical process, in which a mere de-

sire for peace never yields results. Good 

or bad, peace comes only when one side 

decisively wins or a bad stalemate forc-

es the players to put the strategy of give 

and take on the table. Currently, India’s 

Hindu nationalist government thinks 

that it has resolved the Kashmir dispute 

unilaterally in New Delhi’s favour. Now it 

believes, it just has to handle the fallout of 

its decision on the ground, before forcing 

Pakistan to accept the new reality of the 

merger of Indian Occupied Kashmir with 

India’s union territory.

Imran Khan’s position of no talks with 

India until New Delhi revokes its unilater-

al change of status in Kashmir, is the mini-

mum Pakistan can do under these cir-

cumstances. Any talks now, would only 

hurt the already compromised Kashmir 

cause.

Taking the stance that “regions go 

forward,” and therefore, Pakistan should 

strike a deal with India is a flawed one. 

Countries need to go forward first, and 

then they may or may not take the re-

gion along. There are many examples 

where, despite hostile neighbourhoods, 

countries have progressed. The domi-

nant country in a region exercises might 

through its military, economic and soft 

powers. And to achieve this goal, any 

country has to first establish — by hook 

or by crook — political stability within 

its boundaries. If regional connectivity 

means opening Pakistani roads to Indian 

trucks, and the country being reduced 

to the level of collecting toll tax, it is not a 

good idea — far from it.  

On both the external and internal 

fronts, there has been weak messaging. 

And this has happened despite Armed 

Forces giving a befitting reply to New 

Delhi in February 2019 by downing two 

of their aircraft and hitting close to Indian 

military installations, in the process send-

ing them a significant sign of warning. 

Pakistan also emerged as the only coun-

try that has countered the threat of ter-

rorism on its own in the post 9/11 world.

In a nutshell, perception as well as 

internal and external messaging counts. 

Therefore, the army needs to shun fash-

ionable and politically correct causes and 

continue to carry the cross of national 

security at any and every cost. In this day 

and age of hybrid war, the battle starts by 

building perceptions.  

French statesman Georges Benjamin 

Clemenceau may have said that “war is 

too important to be left to the generals,” 

but in developing countries like ours, pol-

itics is also too important to be left to poli-

ticians alone.  

Pakistan can hardly afford neutral-

ity from its most organised, modern and 

disciplined institution. If Pakistan has to 

be fixed on a war footing, then the army 

must work with the right and most hon-

est partners to transform the country. 

Any confusion, wavering, niceties and 

political correctness will only damage 

Pakistan. n

Imran Khan’s refusal to engage the Modi regime until it reverses its annexation of Kashmir is the minimum Pakistan 
can do for its Kashmiri brethren.

Imran Khan’s ouster 
was taken negatively 
by the very people 
who comprise the 
popular support base 
of the Armed Forces.
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arachi is dazed by Imran 

Khan’s jalsa. It was not just 

big, it was massive, passionate, 

and spontaneous. Those who 

thought that Imran Khan is finished, will 

have to think again. His young supporters 

adore him as the hope for Pakistan. His 

audience is better educated, more mid-

dle class, with lots of fashionable young 

ladies. They believe his storyline of a US 

conspiracy, ‘the Letter,’ and his attack 

on corruption, labelling his opponents 

thieves. He is now a powerful orator and 

his team has developed a capability in 

both social media and organising pub-

lic meetings that has surpassed Bhutto. 

He has polished his image of being an 

anti-American, anti-West, patriotic and 

Islamist figure. His strategy for his return 

is to explain his ouster as an attack by cor-

rupt parliamentarians, who have been 

purchased by America. His one demand 

is for early elections before the impact of 

the Letter fades and before the inevitable 

attack on both him and his associates be-

comes dangerous.

The PDM, successful in removing 

Imran from the government after a dra-

matic no-confidence battle in which both 

the Supreme Court and the establish-

ment played a crucial part, hardly had 

time to celebrate before a new battle start-

ed on the street.

Imran Khan was down but not out.

He was determined to fight on using 

the same tactics — the conspiracy, ‘the 

Letter,’ the corruption of the “thieves.” He 

was unperturbed by both the Supreme 

Court and the army stating firmly that 

there was no conspiracy, no damning 

letter. He disregarded Transparency 

International’s Corruption Perception 

Index which clearly stated that the cor-

ruption under Imran exceeded the cor-

ruption of the Nawaz government that 

had preceded him. His propaganda went 

haywire under his spin doctors, Fawad 

Chaudhry and Sheikh Rashid, whose 

wild stories matched those of Hitler’s 

Goebbels. False videos became the norm 

and General Mirza Aslam Baig had to 

come out with a denial that he had been 

impersonated and was shamed and an-

gered by the statements that were made 

in his name in a false video.

Shehbaz Sharif was sworn in and 

The Fight Goes On
For passionate followers, Imran has not come to save us from petty issues such as the

rising prices of potatoes and tomatoes, he has come to ‘free us from slavery’

K
Imran Khan’s anti-American and populist rhetoric runs contrary to reality. 

Imran’s posters 
shouted ‘Absolutely 
Not.’ This posturing 
drove his fans wild 
despite the fact that 
the US had never 
requested bases.

By Ali Mahmood

The writer is a businessman 

and the author of three 

books including Muslims: 

The Real History.
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turned his attention on how to salvage 

the collapsed economy. His track record 

in the Punjab as Chief Minister had won 

him credibility, both in Pakistan and in-

ternationally. If anyone could tackle the 

economy, it was Shehbaz, but suddenly 

the economy was no longer centre stage, 

agitation and confrontation had removed 

inflation from the headlines. On this bat-

tlefield, a leader needed charisma and 

cult following, in which Imran excelled, 

Shehbaz’s capability was of little use 

here. Shehbaz lived in a world of cold re-

ality in which he struggled tirelessly as a 

workhorse to overcome problems and to 

deliver results. Imran lived in a world of 

fantasy and dreams where he soared like 

an eagle. Shehbaz, now prime minister, 

had power and wanted to solve Pakistan’s 

problems. Imran wanted power at any 

cost and knew only too well that his con-

spiracy theories and ‘the Letter,’ alienat-

ing America and the West, and his lower-

ing fuel and electricity prices in defiance 

of commitments made to the IMF would 

not help Pakistan but could win him back 

government. But for this to work, Imran 

needed a fast election. It was now or 

never.

Imran’s posters shouted “Absolutely 

Not.” This posturing drove his fans wild 

despite the fact that the US had never re-

quested bases, the army high command 

had firmly denied that any such request 

had ever been made, and it just was not 

true. Imran claimed that Pakistan’s nucle-

ar assets were at risk due to treacherous 

leaders under foreign influence. Army 

Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa contra-

dicted this, saying the nuclear assets were 

perfectly safe, irrespective of whichever 

party controlled the government. Gen. 

Bajwa declared that the army was neutral 

regarding the political struggle, Imran 

replied that only animals are neutral. 

The DG ISPR announced that Gen. Bajwa 

would retire in November as planned. If 

the elections took place after November, 

Shehbaz would decide on who would be 

the new chief, giving one more reason for 

Imran to fight for an early election.

For three years, Imran had smeared 

the reputation of his political opponents, 

calling them thieves and sell-outs and 

persecuting them mercilessly through 

NAB. Now it was his turn to answer accu-

sations of profiteering by selling 58 state 

gifts worth Rupees 140 million, watches, 

jewellery, a vehicle, and a gold-plated 

Kalashnikov. His sister-in-law Fara, his 

wife Bushra, and former chief minister 

Punjab, Buzdar, were linked to scandals. 

But the PDM needed time to convince the 

public that Imran was not the saint they 

thought him to be. The foreign funding 

case which had seen over 70 adjourn-

ments now started to move forward. This 

was a sword of Damocles hanging over 

Imran’s head that could disqualify him 

from participating in elections. Imran 

was vulnerable, but the wheels of jus-

tice take time, and time needs a delayed 

election.

In the corridors of power, Imran is 

seen, for now, as history, but in the streets 

and the hearts of his followers he is em-

braced as the future. Imran often sees his 

politics in Chinese terms. He compares 

his struggle with Mao, he calls his pro-

cessions Long Marches after Mao’s Long 

March. He sees his current movement as 

Pakistan’s Cultural Revolution, the revo-

lution in China that destroyed the estab-

lished leaders when the tsunami of pub-

lic passion smashed the elite. Many years 

after the Cultural Revolution there was 

another mass movement in China against 

the establishment, which reached its cre-

scendo in Tiananmen Square.

In Tiananmen Square the strength 

of the street met the strength of the state. 

Hundreds of thousands of protesters 

took over the square, attacking corrup-

tion, nepotism, and inflation. Protesters 

held the state to ransom in 400 cities 

and towns but they had underestimated 

Deng’s resolve. Mao had once told a visit-

ing dignitary, “don’t underestimate that 

little man, single handed he defeated 

Chiang Kai Shek’s million man army.” 

When Deng called out the troops, they 

were not willing to fire on the protesters. 

He changed the commanders and the 

Tiananmen incident took place, restor-

ing stability and thereby allowing Deng 

to promote his socialism with capital-

ist characteristics. Is Imran’s movement 

a Cultural Revolution or will it lead to 

Pakistan’s Tiananmen Square? It is omi-

nous that Imran compares his movement 

to the Chinese Cultural Revolution, per-

haps forgetting the unfortunate impact 

it had on the Chinese economy, whereas 

the much maligned Tiananmen incident 

laid the foundation of an economic surge 

such as never been seen before anywhere 

in the world, ending poverty in China and 

creating an economy that seems set to be-

come the largest in the world.

In the battle that has just begun, 

Imran has his full team, disciplined and 

ready for the battle, Shehbaz is strug-

gling alone. He is a great administrator 

and negotiator for the economy, but he 

lacks the charisma of his niece, Maryam 

Nawaz, to take on a mass struggle against 

Imran. He also needs the return of his 

brother Nawaz, who has the political will 

and skill to take on the battle with Imran 

who is determined to take down the PDM 

government, whatever it takes. If it costs 

Pakistan its relationship with America 

and Europe, he is ready to pay the price, 

even if Pakistan’s funding dries up and 

export markets contract. Imran and 

his passionate followers have declared 

that national honour is more important 

than the economy. Imran has not come 

to save us from petty issues such as the 

rising prices of potatoes and tomatoes, 

he has come to ‘free us from slavery,’ to 

save us from American military bases, 

and to lead us back to the true Islam. He 

will not be restrained by constitutional 

law or economic theory. He does not be-

lieve that beggars can’t be choosers, but 

in our international relations taking the 

path of “honour rather than expediency.” 

In his three years as prime minister, he 

has alienated America whose President 

Biden refused him a phone call, alienated 

Europe by his arriving in Moscow the day 

the Ukraine War broke out, and irritated 

China by defaulting on payment of Rs. 

250 billion to the Chinese power plants.

In the next election, whether it takes 

place sooner or later, Pakistan will have to 

choose between honour as represented 

by Imran or the “price of potatoes,” the 

reality of daily life that will be the overrid-

ing concern of Shehbaz. n

In the corridors of 
power, Imran is seen, 
for now, as history, 
but in the streets and 
the hearts of his 
followers he is  
embraced as the 
future.
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An Endless Stream of
Twinkling Stars

Some say that the die is cast. The treachery is 

sealed. Some say that a dream has been sculled. But 

dreams never die. Each one will hold the light for 

the next. The path to salvation will be lit with an 

endless stream of twinkling stars which shall never 

fade away. Having seen the face of a proud,

self-respecting and dignified Pakistan, it is the

people of the country who shall decide which way to 

take it further

By Raoof Hasan

The writer is a former 

Special Assistant to the 

Prime Minister on 

Information.
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hese last few weeks have been 

difficult. They have bred im-

mense pain, at times excru-

ciatingly unbearable. Quite 

often, one felt it growing within the pit of 

the stomach to a point of bursting, and I 

would instinctively put my hand there 

to caress it. This pain is not related to 

any physical condition or a personal loss 

but, in certain respects, it is much worse 

than the worst of losses. It concerns my 

country.

Pakistan is bleeding profusely. In 

spite of some genuine attempts, it does 

not appear to be healing. The opposite 

may be truer: it is getting worse by the day. 

The polarisation that has been generated 

by mafias to save their loot and plunder 

and their political futures constitutes the 

core cause of this continuing deteriora-

tion. Everyone knows the reasons of the 

ailment, most of them know the progno-

sis also, but few are willing to engage in a 

corrective process that would rid the soci-

ety of its grave present-day belittlements.

There is so much that I can say. There 

is so much that I want to say. But, then, 

there is so much that I can neither say, 

nor I would like to. It all remains internal-

ised which intensifies the pain as there is 

no outlet, hence no relief. It concerns my 

country. It concerns its leaders. But, most 

importantly, it concerns its myriad peo-

ple from a host of backgrounds. While a 

tiny minority of them hail from the ben-

eficiary elite, excessively stuffed on their 

indulgence in employing illicit means 

to build their financial empires, the pre-

dominant majority of the underlings suf-

fers on account of their masters’ lust and 

greed to accumulate more.

Along the way, and because of the 

pain that people have endured, their 

countless woes have transited beyond the 

bounds of description and cure. There is 

no one they would be able to share this 

with which accentuates their sufferance 

manifold. Over time, the society has been 

effectively divided into two distinct seg-

ments: the exploiters and the exploited 

with the former managing their engines 

of corruption and the latter busy seek-

ing their morsels to survive another day. 

So, we have these tiny elite communities 

which have fathomed all resources with-

in their grasp owing to their mountains 

of pelf and their positions in power so 

that they could continue exploiting and 

keeping a vast majority of hapless people 

captive.

They operate without rules and with-

out constraint. They live in a world they 

control and command. It is their exclu-

sive domain and they don’t brook any 

infringement. People have to subscribe 

to their whims to survive. Disobedience 

is punishable with whatever may attract 

the masters’ fancy. Operating in collusion 

with their cronies and bootleggers, they 

have brought shame upon an entire so-

ciety as the country writhes under their 

unwieldy weight. The recent vote of no-

confidence against the sitting prime min-

ister, and the sickening manner in which 

it is being orchestrated, is a case in point 

which illustrates the myriad ills and sick-

T

Parliament stands undermined because of the way Imran Khan’s ouster 
was orchestrated through horse-trading.

The month of April has dawned laced with 

indelible memories of T. S. Eliot:

April is the cruellest month, breeding

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing

Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain

Eliot does not stop there. “The Burial of the 

Dead” has more to reveal:

What are the roots that clutch, what branches 

grow

Out of this stony rubbish? Son of man,

You cannot say, or guess, for you know only

A heap of broken images, where the sun beats,

And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket 

no relief,

And the dry stone no sound of water. Only

There is shadow under this red rock,

(Come in under the shadow of this red rock),

And I will show you something different from 

either

Your shadow at morning striding behind you,

Or your shadow at evening rising to meet you,

I will show you fear in a handful of dust.

Continued silence 
and numbness will 
not work. Change has 
to be stirred and 
sustained through 
the combined effort 
of the people like an 
endless stream of 
twinkling stars.
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nesses that this coalition of crime and 

corruption has assimilated and which it 

uses indiscriminately to force its way. In 

the process, the institutions of the coun-

try have stopped functioning and the col-

lective conscience of the people has been 

compromised. Every facet of the state, en-

compassing the legislature, bureaucracy, 

judiciary and a host of state institutions, 

has been corrupted to the point of dys-

function. They have suffered because of 

indiscriminate ravages perpetrated by 

this criminal collective.

In the process, the country has re-

gressed to unimaginably shameful lim-

its. Here is a land where souls are sold 

for the din of coins and futures forfeited 

in the hands of criminals. Here is a land 

where right and wrong are mingled for 

the cause of profit. Here is a land where 

criminal bands have the institutions at 

their beck and call while the righteous 

perpetually struggle for survival. Here 

is a land where looters, plunderers and 

murderers are bailed out routinely and 

their cases stayed indefinitely, but the 

poor have to wait for generations even to 

be heard. Here is a land where the media 

fabricates stories disparaging of individu-

als and institutions, but those wrongly ac-

cused have no right to remedy, and where 

fictional narratives are concocted in aid 

of criminals with no regulatory checks 

invoked. Here is a land where judges take 

dictation over phone and where briefcas-

es full of cash are gifted to sway court de-

cisions. Here is a land where the account-

ability bureau sabotages the process to 

catch criminals and the election commis-

sion operates with blatant partisanship. 

Here is a land where a sitting judge of the 

apex court is insulated from punishment 

for failing to declare his family’s assets in 

violation of the law of the state, but no-

body raises a finger.

Here is a land where the guilty are free 

and the innocent caged; where advanc-

ing personal, profit-based relations take 

precedence over state interests; where 

political parties are run as private limited 

companies amidst perpetual clamour for 

democracy in the country; where despot-

ic and fascist spots are buried behind the 

veneer of democratic protestations, and 

where politicians operate as mafias and 

businesses as unchallenged cartels.

Here is a land where bureaucracy re-

fuses to take off the apparel of the colonis-

ers; where there is a judiciary, but no jus-

tice; where state institutions are used for 

The general perception is that the Supreme Court of Pakistan went out of its way to accommodate the opposition and 
its concerns. ‘Justice’ administered on Sunday and even at midnight remains unprecedented in the country’s history.

For Imran Khan, it is 
no longer a question 
of merely coming 
back into power. It is 
a question of 
securing a 
wholesome mandate 
to change the system. 
Only that will provide 
the way out of this 
malaise.
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desecrating the constitution, and where 

religion is exploited as a tool by obscu-

rantist merchants to hold people hostage 

and indoctrinate them in the art of vio-

lence and extremism.

Here is a land where the state edifice 

is fast crumbling before the multi-direc-

tional criminal onslaught spearheaded 

by malevolent operators whose sole inter-

est in life is advancing their own stakes. 

Vast is the spectrum of this malaise and 

deep are its roots. There is no easy solu-

tion to this grave crisis and there is no one 

who will have the sagacity and sensitivity 

to pay heed. They are all floating along 

the tide which is getting rougher by the 

day, but no one seems to care because 

they have their assets and bounties se-

cured in foreign lands where they will run 

off once the going gets tough. Pakistan 

is only a stopover to be used and abused 

cruelly and then dispensed with.

Here is a land where the rich flourish 

and build their empires upon the bludg-

eoned carcasses of the poor and the 

marginalised; where the demand of the 

powerful is an order to be obeyed, but the 

anguished cry for help by the poor is met 

with disdain and hatred; where there is 

palpable discrimination separating the 

powerful from the weak and the advan-

taged from the downtrodden, and where 

chance of birth, not merit, ability or suit-

ability, is the determinant for individual 

success or failure.

I can go on counting the ailments, but 

it has had little effect in the past, and may 

not have any in the future either. But time 

has really come to evaluate dispassion-

ately whether the state can survive with 

its plethora of ailments which is becom-

ing more gruesome with time, or wheth-

er something should be done before it is 

buried under the weight of its growing in-

capacities and inaction? This is the mag-

nitude of the challenge which has brewed 

over years and which the state and those 

who are entrusted with the task of man-

aging it are now confronted with.

But some say that the die is cast. 

The treachery is sealed. Some say that 

a dream has been sculled. But dreams 

never die. Each one will hold the light for 

the next. The path to salvation will be lit 

with an endless stream of twinkling stars 

which shall never fade away. Having seen 

the face of a proud, self-respecting and 

dignified Pakistan, it is the people of the 

country who shall decide which way to 

take it further.

For Imran Khan, it is no longer a ques-

tion of merely coming back into power. 

It is a question of securing a wholesome 

mandate to change the system. Only that 

will provide the way out of this malaise as 

the system, in its existent form, will only 

perpetuate the inherent weaknesses and 

contradictions within its ambit.

Continued silence and numbness will 

not work. Change has to be stirred and 

sustained through the combined effort of 

the people like an endless stream of twin-

kling stars. n

Riot police gather outside the National Assembly on the day of the no 
confidence vote against former PM Imran Khan.

Every facet of the 
state has been
corrupted to the 
point of dysfunction.



An Anti-West Khan
Even after losing the government, Imran Khan’s impact will not disappear.

He has managed to convince his fans that he is the only honest politician; surrounded
by the corrupt who fear his justice

T
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By Ali Mahmood

he events of the last few weeks 

have been more fantastic than 

any movie script. Imran Khan 

lost the army support, then his 

allies started to leave him, and finally his 

own MNAs, fed up with his arrogance, de-

cided to bring him down. A no-confidence 

motion was presented in the house, and it 

quickly became obvious that he had lost 

his majority and would lose the no-confi-

dence vote.

Whereas lesser men would have ac-

cepted defeat, Imran resorted to subter-

fuge. In his public meeting in Islamabad, 

large but nowhere near a million people, 

he took a piece of paper, ‘The Letter,’ from 

his pocket in a dramatic gesture,  claiming 

that it was the proof of treachery, and that 

the opposition was in cahoots with ‘a for-

eign government’ which was determined 

to bring him down. According to Imran, 

‘The Letter’ established that the opposi-

tion, about to topple his government, was 

composed of traitors to Pakistan, and us-

ing this contorted argument, he moved 

to dismiss the resolution as anti-Pakistan 

and to dissolve the parliament. Though 

his moves were clearly unconstitutional 

and not permitted under the parliamen-

tary rules of procedure, nevertheless his 

unproven accusations of conspiracy and 

treachery overrode all dictates of law.

On the night of 7th April the Supreme 

Court finally passed their short order that 

the move by the Deputy Speaker of the 

National Assembly to defeat the no-confi-

dence motion and to dissolve parliament 

was illegal, void, and of no effect. The clock 

was rolled back, the PM, his cabinet, parlia-

ment, and the no-confidence motion were 

all reinstated. Never before, in the history 

of Pakistan, has the opposition celebrat-

ed defeat with such enthusiasm, because 

they knew that the restored Imran Khan 

government would last only a day, after 

which they would vote him out and take 

over government, together with all offices 

of prime minister, cabinet, president, and 

provincial governorships.

The Supreme Court judgment came 

Imran has warned 
that he will be a 
greater danger in the 
street than he has 
been in government.
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as a surprise to many who were expect-

ing the judges to sit on the fence and avoid 

commitment to a clear and emphatic 

decision. Many expected that the court 

would say that though the ruling of the 

Deputy Speaker was unconstitutional 

and even raised questions as to how he 

could have signed off his order as the 

Speaker when he was only the Deputy 

Speaker, nevertheless, there was no go-

ing back and elections should take place 

forthwith. The factors that led to the de-

cision were that this was one chance for 

the Supreme Court to redeem the repu-

tation lost in earlier cases of political cri-

sis due to the pressures and doctrines of 

necessity, with no risk. The establishment 

was staying out of this round, and the Bar 

Associations and lawyers throughout the 

country demanded a judgment conform-

ing to law and the constitution, so why not 

do the right thing?

No longer limited by a 3 month elec-

tion schedule, the new government now 

had enough time to deal with the prob-

lems created by Imran Khan, and to 

counter the aggressive propaganda cam-

paign of the PTI. The opposition needed 

time not only to unravel the attacks and 

litigation of the PTI government against 

them, but also to build their own attacks 

against Imran and his ministers. The only 

pressure for an earlier rather than a last-

minute election was that today they could 

blame Imran for all that had gone wrong, 

the crisis economy, the growth of poverty 

and inflation, tomorrow the voters would 

blame them. With the passing of time, the 

story of ‘The Letter’ and the international 

conspiracy would fade from memory, to 

be replaced by exposures of Imran Khan’s 

follies.

While both sides, the PTI and the op-

position are desperate to win this epic 

battle, it is clear that for the coming year, 

both teams will lose, and the biggest loser 

of all will be the people of Pakistan. The 

Ukraine War has created a surge in the 

price of oil, gas, coal, wheat, edible oil, and 

minerals. Poor countries with current ac-

count deficits, who need dollars to buy 

energy and food, will not have the mon-

ey to pay for these essentials. Sri Lanka’s 

erosion of foreign exchange reserves and 

massive devaluation has left her unable to 

pay for energy and food which has led to 

protests and riots over electricity black-

outs, and the threat of famine. Pakistan 

is following the same road. Already load 

shedding means several hours a day 

when electricity is just not available. 

There is enough generating capacity but 

not enough dollars to pay for the fuel in-

puts, oil, gas, and coal. Import of wheat, 

palm oil, and fertiliser will at first become 

more expensive and then more difficult, 

resulting in panic.

Imran Khan’s reaction to losing both 

the government and the Supreme Court 

litigation will provoke agitation and riot-

ing. This, in turn, will lead to further le-

gal action against the PTI and its leader. 

By the time that elections finally take 

place 6–12 months later, the myth of ‘The 

Letter’ and conspiracy theories will have 

faded away, to be replaced by the expo-

sure of the mistakes and crimes of the 

Imran Khan government — that bad eco-

nomic policies have led to an economic 

collapse, that Pakistan’s three most im-

portant international relationships have 

been endangered, the US by the accusa-

tion that they are involved in a conspira-

cy to topple the PTI government, the EU 

by Imran’s high profile visit to Moscow 

the day the Ukraine war broke out, and 

China by Pakistan’s default in payment of 

Rupees 250 billion to the Chinese power 

plants (instead distributing the money 

under the EHSAAS scheme to potential 

voters). The US and EU account for most of 

Pakistan’s exports, the US (IMF and WB) 

and China (CPEC) provide the major part 

of the funding that keeps the Pakistan 

economy afloat. A mood of entitlement 

has been created by the PTI government 

by its wild promises that encouraged a fall 

in productivity, merit, and education but 

remained silent about never-ending pop-

ulation growth.

 Even after losing the government and 

his prime ministership, Imran Khan’s im-

pact will not disappear. He remains a hero 

to Pakistani youth, and he has managed to 

convince his fans that he is the only hon-

est politician surrounded by the corrupt 

who fear his justice. However, now that he 

has stepped onto a level playing field, sto-

ries are emerging of Farah, Bushra, and 

Buzdar. Questions are being asked as to 

how he became so phenomenally rich in 

the last three years.

 Imran Khan has warned that he will 

be a greater danger in the street than he 

has been in government. As prime minis-

ter, his weapons were NAB, the courts, the 

police, his control of the media, and his 

irresponsible use of populist slogans and 

policy. His dangerous populist adven-

turism in dropping petrol and electric-

ity prices in defiance of rocketing world 

prices resulting in one more break down 

of the IMF programme, and his ‘Great 

Surprise — the Letter,’ a strategy that puts 

Pakistan’s economy and international 

relations in danger, is a high price for the 

political advantage he hopes to secure for 

himself. The former prime minister rec-

ognises that there are more young voters 

than old, more ignorant voters than in-

formed, and that in Pakistan he can fool 

all of the people all of the time. The new 

Taliban Khan will be aggressively anti-

West, Islamist fundamentalist even as the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia becomes more 

moderate, and his promises to the elec-

torate even more wild and fantastic. He 

has already smeared his rivals and oppo-

sition as corrupt and treacherous, he will 

now go even further, roaring like a lion at 

anyone or anything that stands in his way. 

Khan will blame the elite for the problems 

of Pakistan and will try to seduce the poor 

and educated as victims of an unjust soci-

ety, an appealing narrative.

Yes, there will be an election. The 

question is whether the overriding elec-

tion issue will be the treachery and cor-

ruption of the opposition or the incom-

petence and bad governance of the Imran 

Khan regime. An early election focused 

on ‘The Letter’ will give an advantage to 

Imran Khan, an election after 6 months 

will expose many of his wrong doings 

and put him at a disadvantage. Either way, 

an election will raise expectations with 

false promises as a growing population 

with declining skills and education puts 

impossible demands on an impoverished 

state. n

Imran Khan has 
already smeared his 
rivals and opposition 
as corrupt and
treacherous, he will 
now go even further, 
roaring like a lion at 
anyone or anything 
that stands in his way.



Time Tested Friendship

China-Pakistan Bond
Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two

countries, maintaining China-Pakistan friendship has always been the 
consensus of all political factions and social segments in Pakistan 
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ecently, the opposition tabled a 

no-trust motion against the gov-

ernment led by Prime Minister 

Imran Khan in the National 

Assembly. President Dr. Arif Alvi dissolved the 

National Assembly, and the political uncer-

tainty is growing in Pakistan. (The Supreme 

Court of Pakistan has overturned the decision 

of the dissolution of the National Assembly. 

And since then Imran Khan’s government 

has been replaced by Shehbaz Sharif led 

coalition.)

Pakistan is the only all-weather strategic 

cooperative partner of China. The political in-

stability in Pakistan is always a cause for con-

cern. However, with the time-honoured his-

tory and solid foundation of friendship, and 

having just celebrated the 70th anniversary 

of the establishment of formal diplomatic ties, 

the two countries are confident enough to 

maintain and shape the steady development 

of bilateral ties that have been friendly for gen-

erations, regardless of the international and 

domestic political changes.

Chinese President Xi Jinping described 

China and Pakistan as good brothers and 

good partners sharing a special friendship. In 

history, no matter how international and re-

gional situations change, China and Pakistan 

have always stood by each other, sharing joy 

and sorrow, understanding and supporting 

each other’s core interests. This is because 

the two countries have a high degree of con-

sistency in safeguarding their joint and re-

gional common interests of development and 

security.

During the Cold War, China and Pakistan 

supported each other to break the geo-con-

tainment of the superpower, and worked to-

gether in safeguarding regional peace and 

stability in South Asia. Two countries cooper-

ated with each other to promote the normali-

sation of China-US relations, which changed 

the global landscape of the Cold War at one 

stroke. Since the turn of the century, both 

countries have supported each other in for-

mulating and implementing counter-terror-

ism strategies in accordance with their re-

spective national conditions, and have jointly 

opposed “double standards” and “stigmatiza-

tion” in counter-terrorism by international 

and regional hegemonism. In the past decade, 

the U.S. adjusted its global strategy to promote 

great power competition in the name of “Asia-

Pacific Rebalancing” and “Indo-Pacific strat-

egy,” and even hastily withdrew its troops 

from Afghanistan in disregard of the ground 

reality, resulting in political, economic, secu-

rity and humanitarian crises. As neighbours 

of Afghanistan, China and Pakistan have al-

ways supported the political settlement on 

the Afghan issue, taking into full considera-
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tion the historical and practical factors of 

Afghanistan, and have been cooperating 

with each other to promote the post-with-

drawal era of Afghanistan from chaos to 

stability and prosperity.

In the meantime, the cooperation be-

tween China and Pakistan in the field of 

development, especially the construction 

of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC), has injected new impetus into the 

in-depth development of bilateral rela-

tions. In April 2015, President Xi Jinping 

paid a historic state visit to Pakistan. Both 

leaders agreed to upgrade the bilateral 

relationship to an all-weather strategic 

cooperative partnership and continue to 

promote the construction of the CPEC, 

building a closer China-Pakistan commu-

nity with a shared future in the new era. 

The CPEC has brought 25.4 billion dol-

lars in direct investment to Pakistan, cre-

ated more than 70,000 jobs directly, and 

launched a large number of social and 

livelihood priority projects. It has helped 

Pakistan solve the problem of insufficient 

installed capacity for power supply, im-

prove domestic transportation, promote 

the Gwadar port toward the goal of a logis-

tics hub and industrial base, and achieve 

a period of stable and rapid economic 

growth.

China has always adhered to the prin-

ciple of non-interference in Pakistan’s 

internal affairs no matter how political 

changes have taken place from time to 

time in Pakistan. The first highest level 

official contacts between Prime Minister 

Mohammad Ali Bogra and his Chinese 

counterpart Zhou Enlai, during the 

Bandung Conference in 1955, enhanced 

mutual understanding and trust. It was 

at this meeting that the “Five Principles 

of Peaceful Coexistence,” one of which is 

“non-interference in each other’s internal 

affairs,” became the consensus among 

Afro-Asian countries in handling inter-

state relations. This not only lays the foun-

dation for China-Pakistan friendship, but 

is also the reason why the China-Pakistan 

relationship has become a model of 

friendly exchanges between countries 

with different social systems.

Since the establishment of diplomat-

ic relations between the two countries, 

Pakistan’s political situation has gone 

through different periods, but maintain-

ing China-Pakistan friendship has always 

been the consensus of all political fac-

tions and social segments in Pakistan. The 

friendly relations between the two coun-

tries have kept growing from strength 

to strength. In fact, the past eight years 

since the construction of the CPEC was 

launched, have been a time of empa-

thy, mutual trust and support between 

China and Pakistan. In these eight years, 

Pakistan has undergone two power tran-

sitions of government. Nevertheless, 

CPEC has always maintained a mutually 

beneficial and win-win development di-

rection and a stable and far-reaching de-

velopment momentum. The cooperation 

and mutual trust between the two sides 

transcend party differences in Pakistan, 

which also shows that the construction of 

CPEC gives no preference to cooperation 

with any certain faction, political party or 

region in Pakistan, the principle of exten-

sive consultation, joint contribution and 

shared benefits has always been open to 

the whole Pakistani nation.

The current political scenario in 

Pakistan is rather complicated, which is 

a result of the accumulation of contradic-

tions over a period of time, but so far it has 

not affected the overall development of 

China-Pakistan relations. Recently, State 

Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi visited Pakistan and attended the 

48th Sessions of the Council of Foreign 

Ministers of the OIC, reaching an impor-

tant consensus with Pakistan on deep-

ening strategic cooperation between the 

two countries under the current interna-

tional and regional situation. China ex-

pressed its unwavering adherence to the 

policy of friendship with Pakistan. While 

Pakistan reaffirmed that ironclad friend-

ship between Pakistan and China serves 

as the cornerstone of bilateral relations, 

Pakistan has always been firmly commit-

ted to upholding the all-weather strategic 

cooperative partnership between the two 

countries.

There have been speculations on 

CPEC at times by seizing the chance of po-

litical changes in Pakistan. The CPEC  has 

not regressed, but has made significant 

progress. From time to time Pakistan’s 

economic development has been affected 

by political factors, and China has always 

held a positive approach towards this. 

However, unlike some other major pow-

ers or international institutions, China 

has never attached political conditions, 

set political agendas or exported politi-

cal models to aid or cooperation projects. 

CPEC is new to the field of international 

economic cooperation, which requires 

close cooperation between two countries 

with different histories, cultures, social 

systems, development paths and stages. It 

is normal for different voices in this pro-

cess, and the construction of the CPEC is 

not vulnerable to criticism as a snowflake. 

But the consensus between China and 

Pakistan in seeking development and sta-

bility has never been shaken, and the de-

sire to promote the CPEC to achieve more 

comprehensive, sustainable and high-

quality development has never wavered.

On March 29, Foreign Minister of 

Pakistan Shah Mahmood Qureshi ar-

rived in Tunxi, Anhui Province to at-

tend the Third Foreign Ministers’ 

Meeting among the Neighbouring 

Countries of Afghanistan and the 

“Neighbouring Countries of Afghanistan 

Plus Afghanistan” Foreign Ministers’ 

Dialogue. This is another important en-

gagement  between two countries after 

State Councillor and Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi’s recent visit to Pakistan. The two 

meetings between China and Pakistan’s 

Foreign ministers in less than 10 days re-

flects the high-level strategic coordina-

tion and solid mutual trust between the 

two countries. n

China has always 
adhered to the
principle of
non-interference in 
Pakistan’s internal 
affairs no matter how 
political changes have 
taken place from time 
to time in Pakistan.

The CPEC is a symbol of the strength 
of China-Pakistan ties and promises 
to transform Pakistan’s economic 
landscape.
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he Indian government has re-

cently announced its decision 

to revive the dreaded ‘Village 

Defence Committees’ (VDCs) 

in the occupied territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir. The widely criticized move 

has been initiated under the pretext of 

strengthening the so-called security grid 

in this Muslim-majority region, though it 

runs counter to the much-hyped Indian 

narrative of normality in Kashmir. The 

track record of members of VDCs, which 

include a diverse array of irregular forces 

ranging from renegade militant groups to 

criminal gangs, highlights the dangerous 

nexus between the Indian Army, the rul-

ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), and pre-

dominantly Hindu vigilante groups that 

have unleashed havoc by targeting mar-

ginalised communities, particularly the 

Muslims in communally sensitive areas of 

the region.

The successive Indian governments 

have repeatedly recruited these infor-

mal militia groups in Kashmir as proxies 

to counter the resistance movement, re-

sorting to massive human rights abuses. 

Instead of working to address the politi-

cal aspirations of the people of the region, 

New Delhi has time and again resorted to 

illegal measures that have had adverse 

impacts on civilians.

The intensity and ferocity of the VDC 

members over the years can be gauged 

by the fact that hundreds of cases relat-

ing to their direct involvement in crimes, 

including murder, rape, plundering and 

rioting, remain pending in the courts 

across the disputed region. Official es-

timates show that 221 cases have been 

filed against various VDC members over 

their involvement in such serious crimes. 

Amongst these, 23 VDC members have 

been charged with murder, and seven 

with rape. However, the conviction rate 

in the cases against VDCs is low, with only 

six cases having so far led to a conviction. 

For rights activists, the Indian govern-

ment’s plans to revive these treacherous 

VDCs is alarming and does not augur well 

for the future of the region and the safety 

of its communities.

Use of Mercenaries 

The systematic use of irregular mili-

tias in Kashmir began in 1995 when the 

Special Task Force (STF) was formed 

by recruiting mercenaries to neutralise 

the resistance struggle in the Kashmir 

valley. Captured and surrendered mili-

tants were redeployed as “counter-insur-

gents” or “friendlies.” Mohammad Yusuf 

Parray, alias Kuka Parray, Papa Kistawari, 

Ghulam Mohammad Mir alias Mum 

Kana, Javed Shah, and Liaquat Khan were 

among the renegade militants, who were 

aided and abetted by the government to 

fight alongside the military and paramili-

tary forces. 

Kuka Paray led his group, Ikhwan-

ul-Muslimeen. Other groups were op-

erated by Javed Ahmad Shah, who had 

the backing of the State Police’s Special 

Operations Group, while Liaquat Khan 

Indian Mercenaries are Back
The successive Indian governments repeatedly recruited informal militia groups in Kashmir as

proxies to counter the resistance movement, resorting to massive human rights abuses

T

Indian Army conducts weapons training for VDC members in Occupied 
Kashmir.

The VDCs, being 
largely composed
of Hindus, have thus 
created an
undercurrent of
communal tension, 
especially in the
villages with a mixed 
population.
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operated in Anantnag district. By late 

1994 all the three groups had merged 

into one entity known as Ikhwan-ul-

Muslimeen. Between 350 and 500 mem-

bers of Ikhwan remained on active duty. 

They were controlled primarily by the 

Indian Army, but also worked with police 

and paramilitary personnel.

These renegade groups, viewed in 

Kashmir as criminal gangs, remained 

active in the region for several years. 

Between 1996 and 1998, these mercenar-

ies indulged wantonly and indiscrimi-

nately in gross violations of human rights, 

while the Indian military establishment 

shielded them with impunity. Even inno-

cent women and children weren’t spared 

by these mercenaries. The innumerable 

human rights violations committed by 

these groups are widely corroborated by 

independent observers.

With weapons supplied by the Indian 

government, these groups ran a parallel 

administration in the mid-1990s. Decried 

by the Kashmiris as traitors, these groups 

also carried out summary executions 

as they tortured and illegally detained 

scores of innocent Kashmiris. During 

elections, their activities intensified as 

they threatened and intimidated vot-

ers. At the same time, Special Operation 

Groups (SOGs) were created to unleash 

terror on common people in Kashmir.

Rather than holding mercenaries 

accountable for their crimes, including 

extortion and outright cases of loot and 

plunder, the Indian government offered 

them seats in the state assembly and also 

conferred gallantry awards upon them. 

The height of the government’s hypocri-

sy came in 2010 when one of these most 

feared and violent renegades, Ghulam 

Mohammed Mir, alias Muma Kana, was 

awarded the Padma Shri for his appall-

ing role in suppressing the freedom 

movement. 

The Village Defence Committees 

in Jammu and Kashmir were original-

ly established in 1995, initially in Doda 

District, but within no time they mush-

roomed from 400 units to over 1,600 

units. Initially, there were around 5,000 

VDC members, but over the years their 

number has grown to over 27,000. Mostly 

Hindus influenced by the RSS ideology  

were recruited into the militia as part of 

the government’s policy to keep a strict 

vigil on the activities of the Muslims in the 

region.

Working beyond the purview of the 

law, members of the State-backed militia 

soon turned into an unbridled band of 

thugs, who not only started to settle their 

personal scores but also involved them-

selves in massive human rights abuses 

and other anti-social activities. The VDCs, 

being largely composed of Hindus, have 

thus created an undercurrent of commu-

nal tension, especially in the villages with 

a mixed population.

Unsurprisingly, there has been a per-

sistent demand by local Muslim leaders to 

disarm the VDCs as weapons and ammu-

nition allotted to them have been used in 

communal clashes which often broke out 

whenever there were targeted killings. 

According to reports, FIRs against 200 

VDC members for committing crimes of 

a serious nature have been registered in 

different police stations of Doda, Samba, 

Udhampur and other Districts. 

Over time these committees have 

mostly been absorbed into the armed 

wings of the BJP-RSS Brigade. The BJP 

government’s decision to revive them un-

der a new name is tantamount to pitting 

Hindus against Muslims, particularly in 

communally sensitive areas of Kishtwar, 

Doda and Ramban. 

Already occupied by 800,000 troops, 

the contentious decision to revive the 

dreaded militia is bound to push occu-

pied Kashmir further into a quagmire of 

uncertainty and lawlessness. The move, 

fraught with serious political ramifica-

tions, is doomed to destroy communal 

harmony, polarise the social fabric, and 

widen the inter-religious and ethnic 

divide.

The news of VDCs being revived has 

already deepened the communal strife in 

the region, with Hindus applauding the 

decision, while Muslims are opposing it. 

The Kashmiri leadership across the po-

litical spectrum has continuously voiced 

grave concern over the move.

Along with the socio-political leader-

ship of Kashmir, many civil society mem-

bers and human rights groups, including 

Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil 

Society (JKCCS), have in the past opposed 

the creation of VDCs. 

Political Parties’ Outrage

The Kashmiri political parties have 

strongly objected to the constitution 

of VDC’s in the occupied territory, say-

ing that arming people without any set 

The BJP government’s 
decision to revive 
VDCs under a new 
name is tantamount 
to pitting Hindus 
against Muslims,
particularly in
communally sensitive 
areas of Kishtwar, 
Doda, and Ramban. 

Jammu and Kashmir BJP chief Ravinder Raja meets with VDC members to 
pledge his support.
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mechanism of accountability will lead to 

anarchy. Spokesperson of the National 

Conference Imran Nabi Dar, while react-

ing to the development, said that the gov-

ernment’s words don’t match its actions. 

“Not so long ago, the government was say-

ing everything is hunky-dory in J&K.” The 

decision, he said, puts a big question mark 

on the claims of the Indian government.

Former Chief Minister and President 

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), 

Mehbooba Mufti, in a tweet said; “The 

move of the Ministry of Home Affairs to 

form Village Defence Committees across 

the territory is another addition to a 

slew of decisions that contradict Indian 

government’s much touted normalcy 

claims. Clearly Kashmir is far from any 

semblance of normalcy,” she said, add-

ing, “It will also create a wedge between 

communities.”

The All Parties Hurriyat Conference 

(APHC) leader, Nayeem Ahmed Khan, 

also voiced his grave concern over the 

move saying that the decision to revive 

VDCs under a new name was part of the 

BJP Government’s divisive agenda aimed 

at pitting one community against the oth-

er. He said that the decision was bound 

to drive a wedge between the commu-

nities as the VDC members have been 

found grossly involved in human rights 

abuses, victimisation and initiating com-

munal violence, especially in the Hindu-

dominated areas of Jammu.

Indian forces operating in Kashmir 

have been working closely with these 

VDCs. Rather than disbanding these 

criminal gangs, the Modi government is 

now providing them with more weapons, 

training and other incentives.

The decision is being taken at a time 

when the Hindu nationalist leaders are 

openly calling for a Muslim genocide in 

Kashmir, after watching Bollywood’s 

highly controversial, propaganda laden 

film, The Kashmir Files, which portrays 

Kashmiris as terrorists. The film, being 

screened for free in many Indian cities, 

fosters Islamophobia and anti-Muslim 

hatred. The RSS and BJP is promoting the 

film with a view to advance their ultra-na-

tionalist agenda, which paints Islam and 

Muslims to be a threat to the country’s 

Hindu majority. 

Amidst mounting majoritarianism 

and polarisation in India, the so-called 

Kashmir Files is an incendiary recipe to 

legitimise the persecution of innocent 

Kashmiri Muslims at the hands of the 

Indian occupation troops. 

Mercenaries as Quick Fix

The government of India’s constant 

deployment of gangs of armed merce-

naries as a quick fix to control Kashmiris, 

indicates its utter disregard for the inter-

national law that strongly prohibits the 

formation of armed bands of irregulars. 

No law provides legal authority to a State 

for organising and arming people with-

out any proper mechanism of account-

ability, especially when there is little or no 

recourse to justice for victims.

International law prohibits the use 

of mercenaries in armed conflict and 

certain peaceful situations. On the other 

hand, the Geneva Conventions declare 

that mercenaries are not recognised as 

legitimate combatants and do not have to 

be granted the same legal protections as 

captured service personnel of a regular 

army. The United Nations also considers 

use of mercenaries as illegal under inter-

national law.

Since the government of India has 

escalated its programme of recruitment, 

training and arming of these controver-

sial committees as part of its policy to 

suppress the Kashmiris’ legitimate politi-

cal struggle, it is imperative that the inter-

national community should take serious 

notice and demand that these irregu-

lar armed groups should be disbanded, 

and hold accountable all those individu-

als implicated in criminal offenses. The 

Indian government should be asked to 

fulfil its obligations under the law and en-

sure that all allegations of abuses by VDC 

members, including illegal detention of 

civilians, torture, rape, and extortion, are 

thoroughly investigated. n

Former CM Jammu and Kashmir, Mehbooba Mufti, has claimed that the 
revival of VDCs contradicts the BJP regime’s claims of normalcy in Kashmir, 
while threatening peaceful inter-communal relations.

The Geneva 
Conventions declare 
that mercenaries are 
not recognised as 
legitimate
combatants and do 
not have to be
granted the same 
legal protections as 
captured service 
personnel of a
regular army.
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ore than two-and-a-half years 

have elapsed since the Indian 

government abrogated article 

35-A and 370 through a presi-

dential order and revoked the special 

status granted to Jammu and Kashmir. 

This was followed by barbaric measures 

like the implementation and enforcing of 

the new draconian laws, which gave oc-

cupation forces unfettered authority to 

kill, plunder and destroy. The Kashmiri 

population is numbed by these ferocious 

measures, and are yet to recover from the 

trauma. Thousands of youths as young as 

15 years of age are languishing in Indian 

jails. The slightest suspicion of protest by 

Kashmiris leads to macabre violence like 

brutal killings, demolition of localities 

and molestation of their women folk. The 

silence of the international community is 

exasperating, and the world is oblivious 

about proactive Indian measures aimed 

at promoting demographic changes in 

the region. This has left Kashmiris dis-

mayed, daunted and disconcerted to the 

extent that the independence movement 

appears to have lost steam. But those of 

us who have visited IOC (Indian occupied 

Kashmir), and have met the youth would 

agree that present situation is a “lull be-

fore the storm” and restiveness anytime 

can trigger violence that would have se-

rious ramifications for the entire region. 

Without deviating from the main topic 

and due to limitations of space I would 

like to highlight some of the major steps 

that the Indian government is pursuing to 

achieve its nefarious objectives:

Huge influx of Hindus masquerading 

as tourists to Kashmir:

During the past decades Hindus from 

India would visit Amarnath temple in 

Kashmir for about two weeks in the mid-

dle of August. In the mid-nineties the 

Governor, appointed by the government 

of India, extended the visit of Hindu pil-

grims up to two months and at present 

it has been stretched to three months. 

New religious sites are being discovered 

to maintain the flow of tourists through-

out the whole year. Recently a holy lake 

in Ganderbal area of Srinagar was dis-

covered and hundreds of thousands of 

Hindus flocked to the area to take a dip. 

At present Srinagar is inundated by Hindu 

visitors coming on one pretext or another. 

The majority of them are Hindu funda-

mentalist belonging to the lower middle 

class with vermilion on their forehead, ill-

clad for the weather and with emaciated 

appearances. How such people can afford 

air travel or lengthy hotel stays is bewil-

dering. The information that has percolat-

ed from reliable sources is that funds are 

being provided by the government agen-

cies so that a continuous and unabated 

flow of pilgrims can be maintained. This 

will create a demand for building per-

manent abodes and huge chunks of land 

will be acquired for the purpose. This will 

contribute immensely to the change in 

the demographics of the region, which is 

a primary design of the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) government.

Destroying employment 

opportunities:

Currently the rate of unemployment 

in Occupied Kashmir is 22.2 percent, 

which is significantly higher than India 

where, officially, it is 7.1 percent. Indian 

authorities are working assiduously to 

scuttle any prospects for job to trap the 

Kashmiri youth in an economic quag-

mire. Additionally, the government spon-

sored agencies are patronizing the drug 

trade and a large number of Kashmiri 

youth have fallen victim to this menace. 

The goal is to destroy the young genera-

tion to the extent that they are extricated 

from the freedom movement.

Removal of Kashmiri bureaucrats:

Kashmiri officers have been flushed 

out of the upper echelons of the bureau-

Forcing Hinduism in Kashmir
Pakistan, considered a life-line of support for the Kashmiri freedom movement,

has been exhibiting a lackadaisical approach 

M

A Hindu pilgrim waves the Indian flag in the Amarnath area of Kashmir.
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cracy and replaced by Hindu fundamen-

talist officials. One is hard-pressed to en-

counter a Kashmiri official at a high-level 

position, either in the civil services or the 

police. The goal is to appoint those Hindu 

officials who are highly motivated to fulfil 

the iniquitous agenda of the BJP govern-

ment. Innocent people are massacred 

and civilian property destroyed, with the 

blessings of their political bosses, on a dai-

ly basis.

Occupation of Kashmiri land by the 

Indian Army:

About 4,301 lakh kanals of land in 

Occupied Kashmir is under the occupa-

tion of the Indian Army. Much of this land 

was used for agriculture and horticulture 

and provided an important source of live-

lihood for thousands of Kashmiris. Under 

the guise of security needs, the occupa-

tion forces can acquire any property or 

land without legal recourse for the owner. 

The intent is to deprive the Kashmiri pop-

ulation of their property rights and ulti-

mately restrict them to ghettos.

Process of de-Islamisation:

There is a process of de-Islamisation 

going on in Kashmir at the behest of the 

BJP government. Major mosques are fre-

quently locked by the occupation forc-

es and Muslim religious activities like 

Muharram or Eidgah processions are 

banned. Conversely, Hindu festivals are 

celebrated with zeal and fervour, with 

the active participation of high officials 

and political leaders. There are work-

shops, seminars and camps conducted 

by the army in which school children are 

made to participate. Under the pretext of 

acquainting them with principles of co-

existence, serious attempts are made to 

indoctrinate them with Hindu culture so 

that they are weaned away from Islam. 

Again, the aim is to destroy the Muslim 

character of the region and to allow 

Hinduism to prosper in its place.

Indian propaganda:

Recently a feature film, Kashmir 

Files, was released in India. This movie 

was funded by the ruling BJP and aims to 

change the narrative of the Kashmir is-

sue and influence moderate Hindus. The 

movie depicted the alleged murder of 

Kashmiri Hindus and rape of their wom-

en by Muslim freedom fighters. To impli-

cate Muslims in these kinds of gruesome 

crimes is a total distortion of facts as none 

of that happened. In the government’s 

own report only 87 Kashmiri Hindus were 

killed and the majority of them accident-

ly, in police shootouts. On the contrary, 

more than 100,000 Kashmiri youth have 

been massacred, 11,300 women gang 

raped, 3,000 mass graves and thousands 

of Kashmiri men are among the missing 

persons. The BJP government believes in 

Goebbel’s doctrine that if a lie is repeated 

consistently it becomes the truth. What 

India wants to achieve is to create a furore 

and mob frenzy so that all Muslims in gen-

eral, and Kashmiris in particular, become 

soft targets for Hindu extremists, who re-

ceive patronage from the government.

The most regrettable part is that there 

is no strategy to counter the abominable 

game plan of India. Pakistan, which is con-

sidered to be life-line for the support of 

Kashmiri freedom movement, has exhib-

ited a lackadaisical approach towards the 

problem. The country has failed to shun 

ad-hocism in their policies and discern-

ible effects cannot be noticed. In fairness 

to Pakistan, it is possible that consider-

ing India’s political clout and somewhat 

antagonism of the West towards Muslim 

countries, tangible results for the Kashmir 

problem may not be easily achievable. 

Nevertheless, the absence of any prag-

matic steps that could challenge the 

Indian narrative and draw the world’s at-

tention to the crimes against humanity 

committed by the Indian forces, is vexing. 

The point to be noted is that the ‘Kashmir 

problem’ is part and parcel of the electoral 

process in India. Elections are won and 

lost on this issue, which finds space in the 

manifesto of all political parties. This is 

antithetical to Pakistani elections, where 

Kashmir is never included in the long- 

or short term objectives of any political 

party. Although Pakistan claims Kashmir 

to be the jugular vein, unfortunately, it is 

not the cornerstone of its foreign policy. 

What Kashmir is crying for is an expedi-

ent, practical and realistic approach for 

this protracted and incessant issue. 

With Pakistan caught in its political 

crisis and lingering economic problems, 

it is heart wrenching to acknowledge that, 

in the present scenario, there appears 

to be no end to sight to the miseries of 

Kashmiris. It seems that the right of self-

determination as promised by the United 

Nations Security Council to the people of 

Kashmir will remain a forgotten and un-

fulfilled agenda.  n

An Indian soldier stands guard outside a locked Jamia Masjid in Srinagar, 
several Muslim religious sites have come under restrictions since the Indian 
annexation of Kashmir.

There is a process of 
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on in Kashmir at the 
behest of the BJP 
government. The aim 
is to destroy the 
Muslim character of 
the region and to 
allow Hinduism to 
prosper in its place.
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he man and society both are 

bound by the time and space 

in which they exist. They can 

break away from them only 

in an imaginative haul or a dream-like 

awakened condition. This is exactly the 

case with us, the people in Pakistan, as 

we cannot divorce ourselves from time — 

including the past and the present — and 

in the world we live-in today. Pakistan as 

a nation, society and state exists in a mod-

ern world, which took its new journey on 

the wings of the Industrial Revolution in 

the 18th and the 19th centuries. This revo-

lution hinged around the supremacy of 

machine over man, and of which we see 

new forms as the time passes. And so far 

machines continue to rule man’s world.

The invention of the machine for the 

first time empowered man to produce a 

huge surplus in factories as compared to 

the meagre surpluses of the feudal age. 

This gave birth to capitalism which so far 

remains a key force behind modern pros-

perity. It was this supremacy and prima-

cy of machines that gave a cutting edge 

to the West to colonise almost the whole 

world, despite their smaller population. 

Whereas in the colonies, generally the 

native population was far less exposed to 

or proficient in the use of machinery and 

fast expanding associated domains of the 

modern world.

However, despite this huge deficien-

cy, they espoused the dreams of free-

dom and liberating their lands from the 

colonial masters, and mostly got it in the 

aftermath of World War II, which essen-

tially was a mammoth power struggle 

fought by the colonial powers of the West. 

Pakistan also got its independence in 1947 

and started its journey in a post-World 

War II world. Like other former colonies, 

we were no exception to carving out our 

future amidst competing ideologies of 

capitalism and communism. Both these 

ideologies promised prosperity to the 

post-colonial world in some sense that 
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had its moorings attached to machines. 

Though freedom had been won from the 

masters, internal freedom had to be con-

structed which could liberate people from 

primordial tribal affinities, the oppressive 

feudal system and culture. In a nutshell, 

the newly liberated countries were yet not 

fully ready to adapt to the dictates of the 

modern industrial world. These post-colo-

nial societies borrowed the ‘machine’ but 

not the idea and culture that gave birth 

to this scientific cost-effective invention. 

Despite sticking to old modes of work, 

production and living, the post-colonial 

societies, particularly the elite class, deep-

ly yearned for the development and pros-

perity enjoyed by the First World. In this 

national pursuit, they embarked on a jour-

ney with ‘borrowed money,’ ‘borrowed 

machines’ and ‘borrowed prosperity.’ 

They had won freedom, but it got tainted 

with each new tranche of borrowed loans 

and capital.

Pakistan, like many other postcolo-

nial states, looks for the new and contin-

ued sources of ‘borrowed prosperity with 

all its strings attached,’ while occasionally 

claiming for sovereignty and exercise of 

autonomy in its policies.      

Being a post-colonial nation, we have 

also inherited a tinderbox which has the 

essential moorings and ingredients of se-

curity, prosperity and sovereignty. High 

population growth is an additional flint in 

the case of Pakistan, which is a potential 

opportunity as well as a great burden, if 

not handled properly.

On its independence, Pakistan had 

to make a choice between two poles: the 

capitalist West, or the Communist bloc 

led by the former USSR and China. The 

situation is almost the same even now 

with the difference that the USSR has now 

been replaced by Russia. Like the other 

postcolonial nations, Pakistan continued 

its journey in these competing worlds 

that were essentially producing surplus 

due to machinery and innovative allied 

technologies. 

Almost to the level of paradox, being 

the creation of a separate Islamic ideol-

ogy, Pakistan also remains attached to 

religion in which faith gets the primacy 

over machinery, which was nothing but 

an outcome of scientific reasoning and in-

quiry, duly tested and validated by experi-

mentation; thus often rejecting  ‘others’ 

(immoral capitalism and godless commu-

nism) rather than producing economic 

surplus. This, however, never allowed us 

to fully adapt to the work-based dictates of 

the modern industrial culture of the two 

competing world powers, rather, the pur-

suit of economic prosperity-cum-luxury 

continued as a national hobby. All the suc-

cessive governments found no easier solu-

tion than resorting to foreign loans to sat-

isfy our ego as a developing nation. This 

mindset has not changed even today.

Pakistan on the one hand is relying for 

its prosperity on the West, and on the oth-

er hand also feels attracted towards the 

countries which are no longer communist 

but still represent the opposing pole.

Here we need to keep in mind that 

when the goal of prosperity is pursued, 

it means producing an efficient econom-

ic surplus that must also find a market 

to earn foreign exchange. In the case of 

Pakistan, our main export destinations 

are west-bound. When we use the term 

‘West,’ it loosely means the United States, 

the European Union, the United Kingdom, 

Australia, Japan, Canada, and the some-

what West-dominated Middle East. 

Essentially, the West does not offer its mar-

kets following some altruistic goals, but 

keeps a mixed pursuit of geopolitics and 

geo-economics. Out of the three ingredi-

ents in the tinderbox, prosperity, when-

ever it is pursued by a state like Pakistan in 

the post-Cold War World,  comes attached 

with a ‘freedom and rights’ agenda which 

may appear moralistic on the surface but 

nurtures many problems in a society like 

ours, with its strong tribal, sectarian, eth-

nic and provincial identities and prejudic-

es. Thus the freedom struggle which has 

not been properly harnessed by our soci-

ety through rule of law and habit, is more 

construed as anarchic and a challenge to 

order and stability.   

In comparison to the West, China and 

Russia are more market seeker nations 

than export destinations. This creates a 

dilemma for a developing nation like ours 

which is a prosperity-cum-development 

seeker. Since Russia and China, as a policy, 

do not interfere in the internal matters of 

other states and attach no ‘rights strings’ 

to bilateral trade relations, they directly or 

indirectly do not pose a challenge to the 

order and stability of the other trading 

society. However, since balance of trade 

usually remains in favour of these big 

countries, it reduces the scope of attain-

ing prosperity through export-led trade 

relations.

In the above two choices, ultimately 

we find less options but to stay connect-

ed to the West-led market, and thus also 

to keep haggling about Western machi-

nations to control and shape our society 

according to their economic and geopo-

litical preferences. The common Western 

model adopted for a developing coun-

try has been through foreign aid, loans, 

and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) etc. 

alongside a barrage of strings, with impli-

cations for security and sovereignty, inter-

nal autonomy and the political and cultur-

al life of the recipient/dependent nation. 

Closer scrutiny also reveals that FDI not 

only thrives on the raw material of the de-

pendent nation, but also nurtures an arti-

President of the EU commission 
Ursula von der Leyen put 

Pakistan’s GSP plus status on 
hold on account of “human 

rights violations,” illustrating 
how the Western powers leverage 

trade to push a 
pseudo-moralistic ‘rights and 

freedom’ agenda.



April / May 2022

The Post-Colonial Tinderbox

44

ficial consumer market which ultimately 

adds to the coffers of the already rich na-

tions. Thus despite giving a semblance of 

development, the local society remains 

dependent, having less potential for real 

sustainable growth and prosperity.     

In Pakistan, it is a common trend to 

give examples of countries like Japan, 

Germany, South Korea, Taiwan and a few 

others that have achieved great economic 

successes. But one thing is mostly ignored 

and that is the security relations of these 

countries with the United States. The US 

forces have military bases there and a 

direct influence on security and foreign 

relations. And in response to this lever-

age, these countries were given positive, 

preferential access to the Western market. 

Thus, this model does not hold good for 

countries like Pakistan which have some-

what divergent regional security goals 

than the West.

Similarly, it is almost a popular cliché 

in Pakistan to follow the Chinese model 

of development. However, again, a few 

basic assumptions which are the core val-

ues of Chinese state and society are often 

ignored. Being a communist country, re-

ligion has no place in China to affect the 

individual values and collective culture. 

This lack of faith-based divine obligations 

provide a vast space for constructing a 

utilitarian society, giving top priority to 

economic considerations. The Chinese 

Military is not an autonomous state organ 

but a creation of the Chinese Communist 

Party. It is the one party system, which 

controls, directs and steers both the poli-

tics and the military.

One more factor which affects the 

economic affairs of an individual in rela-

tion to the state is the strict state control 

of almost all spheres of economic, social 

and political direction of the country; 

stringent measures taken for controlling 

population growth is just one example. 

In absence of such values and practices, 

following the Chinese model may have a 

form but will lack the spirit.

Thus, in view of the above, it can be 

easily concluded that space and scope for 

economic prosperity remains limited for 

a post-colonial society like Pakistan while 

trading with both the poles. It can also be 

inferred from this that till the time we re-

mained tied to ‘prosperity’ goal, a certain 

trade-off will come as a pre-condition as a 

foreign loans and aid dependent nation.

This necessitates for us to look inward 

for our sustained development, growth 

and prosperity, rather than building it on 

foreign loans. We also need not only to re-

view our policies but also shape and con-

struct a national culture that gives prima-

cy to machinery for surplus production.

A casual glance at Pakistan’s popula-

tion data is enough to tell that there are 

very few wage earning members carry-

ing the burden of supporting dependents 

not doing any productive work. We as a 

society consume more than what we pro-

duce. Display of riches, waste and burden-

some customs add insult to injury. While 

family bonds are a great strength of our 

society, this ‘dependence culture’ needs 

to be changed to a state where the major-

ity of the working age population starts 

contributing in aggregate to national pro-

ductive work. So far, every government 

of ours comes with development-cum-

prosperity promises but always relies on 

quick-fixes like foreign loans and aid. As a 

result, though we see developmental pro-

jects as well as modern luxury items, they 

come with further addition to the foreign 

loans.

This national trend and practice must 

stop. Somewhere and someday we will 

have to say “No” to those projects which 

we cannot support on our own (the huge 

Public Sector Development Programme 

allocation in our annual budget, largely 

based on foreign loans, is evidence). Any 

source of borrowed luxury from individ-

ual to nation will have to be kept to a mini-

mum so as to promote a culture which 

gives supreme importance to self-reli-

ance. Productive work by our own peo-

ple through their own resources should 

be the new national mantra where each 

member of the society — minus children 

and the old — is put to work either in fields 

or factories. Here it is important to empha-

size that ‘machine’ and ‘work’ need to be-

come synonymous in our national lingo 

as the whole population is needed to shift 

focus from manual to machine, including 

the rudimentary labour. Presently our im-

port bill is enormous and as a first step, we 

need to encourage ‘import substitution 

industrialization’ (ISI). This should remain 

a mid-term strategy with a basic aim to 

train our population to produce for itself. 

We can start from producing and replac-

ing basic daily used goods and gradually 

moving towards mid-level industrial pro-

duction. When we get enough trained 

and skilled manpower through ISI, we 

can target specific industries to promote 

export-led industrialization. In both the 

stages, agriculture subsistence through 

machines should remain the top priority 

as in case of any denial of the foreign mar-

ket in response to our import substitution 

policies, we can survive on our own.

A big question arises: who will do it for 

us? Normally the elite in a post-colonial 

society are not trusted and seen as bro-

kers to the imperial masters. However, 

for promoting a national work-drive and 

culture, it is the Pakistani nationalists, 

who will have to come forward from all 

the segments of society including elite, 

media, academia and progressive intel-

ligentsia. “Everyone at work” will have to 

be a kind of new mantra for the Pakistani 

nationalists to transform our nation from 

foreign loan and imports dependent to a 

self-reliant and exporting nation. Till the 

time we reach this stage, a balanced re-

lation with both trading markets needs 

to be maintained with a firm “No” to the 

borrowed prosperity. It will be a long jour-

ney, but there is no quick-fix method to 

develop a post-colonial society. Our profi-

ciency at work, machine and technology 

will open new doors and markets, and till 

that time, the desire for ‘luxury and pros-

perity’ should be kept under check to the 

level at which we can afford ourselves.

The dawn never appears at the start 

of night, but comes through surviving, 

struggling and patiently living through 

long hours of darkness.  n

Prosperity, whenever 
it is pursued by a 
state like Pakistan in 
the post-Cold War 
World, comes
attached with a
‘freedom and rights’ 
agenda which may 
appear moralistic on 
the surface but
nurtures many
problems in a society 
like ours.
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he confluence of adverse mac-

roeconomic conditions, non-

recourse to the State Bank of 

Pakistan (SBP) for fiscal bor-

rowing and uncertain monetary policy 

outlook have made debt management ex-

ceptionally challenging for the Ministry of 

Finance, which is being forced to accept 

bids in the government securities auc-

tions at rates significantly higher than 

the secondary market yields. Speaking 

metaphorically, the Director General (DG) 

Debt is being asked to swim upstream 

against strong currents while wearing a 

straightjacket, rendering his position the 

most unenviable job in the government.

The monetary aggregates encap-

sulate the interplay of macroeconomic 

variables, including the developments on 

fiscal and external accounts. The two fun-

damental monetary aggregates are Broad 

Money (M2) and Reserves Money (M0). 

The latter comprises Net Domestic Assets 

(NDA) and Net Foreign Assets (NFA) of the 

SBP, while the former is the sum of NDA 

and NFA of the entire banking system 

(the central bank and scheduled banks). 

The ratio M2/M0 is the money multiplier, 

which has averaged around 2.8 times over 

the past three years. A Rs. 280 billion in-

crease in M2 requires a Rs. 100 billion in-

crease in M0.

With the deteriorating external ac-

count, the domestic liquidity conditions 

are tightening at a time when the govern-

ment’s borrowing needs are massive due 

to an elevated fiscal deficit and re-financ-

ing of maturing debts. The two biggest 

drains on the banking system’s liquidity 

are contraction in NFA and expansion in 

Currency in Circulation (CiC). While the 

SBP has been constantly injecting liquidi-

ty through Open Market Operation (OMO) 

for many years, the outstanding amounts 

have risen significantly in recent months 

and reached new highs. The net outstand-

ing OMO injection amount of Rs. 2.8 tril-

lion at end February 2022 was equivalent 

to almost 15 percent of the total banking 

deposits.

Pakistan has a perennially weak ex-

ternal account and hence the tighten-

ing of domestic liquidity conditions are 

a recurrent phenomenon. Moreover, 

high CiC growth has been an aggravated 

problem since 2015. What is different this 

time around is the restriction on direct 

government borrowing from the SBP, in 

place since end-June, 2019 as an IMF pro-

gramme condition and subsequently cod-

ified into law under the SBP Amendment 

Act passed in January 2022.

Tightening Liquidity
Notwithstanding the recently enhanced autonomy of the SBP, the financial system’s stability is a 

major common interest for both the central bank and the Ministry of Finance

T

Surging commodity prices and political uncertainty have led to precipitous 
decline in Pakistan’s forex reserves since mid-2021.

By Asif Ali Qureshi

The writer is a Co-Founder

and the Chief

Executive of Optimus

Capital Management.

He has over 25 years of

experience in Pakistan’s 

financial sector, initially 

as a banker, and later as 

a financial analyst and 

entrepreneur.

Key Constituents of SBP’s NDA (PKR Billion) 
Stocks and Change

 June 30, 2019 Feb. 25, 2022 Change

Net Fiscal Borrowing from SBP 6,693 4,675 -2,017

OMO Injection 796 2,837 2,040

Loans to Banks 578 1,321 743

Source: SBP
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Between July 1, 2019 and February 

25, 2022, the outstanding stock of net fis-

cal borrowing from the SBP (gross bor-

rowing less deposits) decreased by Rs. 

2.0 trillion. Prima facie, it looks very im-

pressive that a perpetual borrower paid 

back some of the debts that it owed to the 

central bank. However, the devil is in the 

details.

During the same period — from July 1, 

2019 to February 25, 2022 — the outstand-

ing amount of liquidity injection by the 

SBP through OMO increased by Rs. 2 tril-

lion, while the stock of its loans (mainly re-

financing schemes) to banks increased by 

around Rs. 740 billion. So the net amount 

of liquidity provided by the SBP to banks 

increased by Rs. 2.7 trillion, while the gov-

ernment’s net borrowing from the SBP 

fell by Rs. 2.0 trillion. The need for liquid-

ity injection would have been lower had 

it not been for the Rs. 2.2 trillion increase 

in CiC over the same period. On the other 

hand, there was a concurrent net increase 

in SBP’s foreign exchange reserves of $9.2 

billion, which helped its NFA grow by Rs. 

1.6 trillion.

Rapid CiC expansion post Fiscal Year 

(FY)-2015 (initially triggered by the levy 

of tax on banking transactions of non-tax 

payers but subsequently fortified by in-

creased scrutiny of banking transactions 

in general) is a structural drain on bank-

ing liquidity. CiC/M2 ratio that used to av-

erage around 22 percent before FY2015, 

has increased to over 29 percent in recent 

years. Had the ratio stayed at 22 percent, 

banking deposits would have been high-

er by Rs. 1.7 trillion.

After two years of marked improve-

ment in FY2020 and FY2021, helped by 

plummeting global commodity prices 

and travel restrictions during the peak pe-

riod of pandemic, Pakistan’s external ac-

count has come under renewed pressure 

since the middle of 2021. SBP’s foreign 

exchange reserves have fallen by $4.3 bil-

lion in the past six-and-a-half months to 

under $16.0 billion by mid-March, 2022. 

Moreover, with ongoing domestic po-

litical turmoil, the focus has shifted away 

from preserving macroeconomic stabil-

ity to protecting political capital. Unless 

the trend is arrested, the ongoing attrition 

of foreign exchange reserves shall contin-

ue to drain rupee liquidity, creating more 

challenges for the government.

The latest amendments to the SBP Act 

not only bar incremental direct lending 

by the central bank to the government 

but also mandate that the existing stock 

of lending be retired at maturity. As of 

February 25, 2022, net fiscal borrowing 

from the SBP made up 53 percent of M0, 

while OMO injection formed another 32 

percent, altogether accounting for over 85 

percent of M0. With restriction on direct 

government borrowing from the SBP, the 

growth in M0 would need to come from:

a) Expansion in NFA, which in turn 

would require the country to run BOP 

surpluses, and/or

b) Increased stock of liquidity injec-

tion through OMO.

Perhaps the only time in Pakistan’s 

history when fiscal borrowing from the 

SBP fell ‘naturally’ was during FY2002 

to FY2004 period when the country ran 

hefty Balance of Payments (BOP) surplus-

es following 9/11.

Historically, managing the external 

debt maturities was the main challenge 

for the government. However, the amend-

ed SBP Act has made domestic debt man-

agement an equally bigger challenge, es-

pecially during the periods of external 

account weakness. While the underlying 

intention of the amendments to the SBP 

Act may be to induce fiscal discipline 

and external account stability, the deep 

rooted structural problems cannot be ad-

dressed by such restrictions.

Thus far, the SBP has been relying on 

weekly OMOs to inject liquidity with oc-

casional use of longer duration (63 days) 

OMOs in Dec-2021/Jan-2022. Although 

theoretically there is no limit on the 

amount of liquidity injection by the SBP 

through OMOs, the banks have their own 

internal exposure limits on how much 

maturity mismatch they can run. Over re-

liance on short-term liquidity injection by 

the SBP puts the Ministry of Finance in a 

vulnerable position in meeting its financ-

ing needs.

While the amended SBP Act prohibits 

purchase of government securities in the 

primary market, it maintains the permis-

sion for the State Bank to buy these secu-

rities from the secondary market. Ideally, 

the SBP should have started secondary 

market purchases of government securi-

ties a while ago. However, it appears that 

the current IMF programme may be 

keeping the SBP from using this liquidity 

management tool. If that is the case, the 

IMF needs to be persuaded to let the SBP 

exercise the right to use all legitimate op-

tions for liquidity management. The IMF 

conditions should not take precedence 

over the law of the land. Notwithstanding 

the recently enhanced autonomy of the 

SBP, the financial system’s stability re-

mains the most important common ob-

jective for both the SBP and the Ministry 

of Finance. These two critical institutions 

need to work collaboratively and not in 

disharmony.  n

New IMF restrictions on SBP activities may trigger a liquidity crunch in 
Pakistan’s financial markets.

The DG Debt is being 
asked to swim
upstream against 
strong currents while 
wearing a straight-
jacket, rendering his 
position the most 
unenviable job in the 
government.
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ertain aspects of the recently-

enacted State Bank of Pakistan 

(amendment) Act 2021 are 

highly debatable for many rea-

sons. It is one of the most important public 

institutions and corporations of Pakistan. 

The standards for its governance, autono-

my and accountability have far reaching 

implications for not only the economic 

and financial performance of the country, 

but also for the adoption or replication of 

similar standards for other institutions 

and corporations, particularly those be-

longing to the public sector.

Despite serious criticism by the op-

position parties and many independent 

experts, the government did not invite, or 

participate in, a serious public debate re-

garding the pros and cons of the amend-

ments before these were passed by the 

cabinet and the National Assembly. This 

approach is not in line with the democrat-

ic traditions and principles. The govern-

ment would be well-advised to hold this 

debate even now. Better late than never. 

The debate should be held in the spirit to 

review the principles and objectives un-

derlying these amendments; to evaluate 

whether the amendments are in accord-

ance with sound principles of governance 

and the national interest; to learn from 

any mistakes that may have been made; 

and to identify and take actions to rectify 

those mistakes, where possible.

The mistakes that may have been 

made can be of two types: the amend-

ments that should not have been made 

but were made; and the amendments 

that should have been made but were not 

made.

As these amendments have been 

introduced during an International 

Monetary Fund programme, and largely 

as part of its conditions, the government is 

likely to defend itself against the mistakes 

of the first type by contending that these 

were non-negotiable conditions, and 

therefore, it did not have a choice.

It seems difficult, however, to envis-

age a plausible defence on part of the gov-

ernment in the case of mistakes of the sec-

ond type. It is only reasonable to expect 

that the IMF would be neutral towards 

any amendments that the government 

wants to introduce on its own and are in 

accordance with the internationally rec-

ognised principles of good governance. 

The most likely reason for not making 

such amendments is either a lack of un-

derstanding or a lack of interest on the 

government’s part.

The purpose of this article is to high-

light a mistake of the second type that, in 

my opinion, has been made, and which 

needs to be thoroughly debated with 

an open mind, and, hopefully, rectified 

through further legal amendments.

The thrust of the recent amendments 

has been to grant greater autonomy to the 

State Bank of Pakistan. This is a good thing 

provided that, firstly, a strong case can be 

made that the existing level and extent of 

autonomy is insufficient, and, secondly, 

the enhanced autonomy is fairly balanced 

with robust mechanisms for performance 

management and accountability.

Let us assume, for argument’s sake, 

that there was a strong case for granting 

enhanced autonomy to the State Bank of 

Pakistan. Without going into the merits 

of the measures that have been taken to 

grant enhanced autonomy, which we can 

discuss separately, let’s focus on the ques-

Autonomous or Unaccountable?  
A widely recognised principle of corporate governance is that one individual

should not simultaneously hold the important offices of chief executive officer and
chairperson of the board of directors of the same corporation

C

Former minister of finance Shaukat Tarin has assured that the SBP remains 
under government control despite the enhanced powers of its chief executive.

By Abdul Rehman
       Warraich
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Director General (debt), 

Ministry of Finance.
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tion whether the enhanced auton-

omy has been fairly balanced with 

robust measures for performance 

management and accountability.

All corporations, whether pub-

lic or private, suffer from an inher-

ent agency problem i.e. the risk 

that its managers may not work 

in the best interests of its owners. 

The responsibility for performance 

management and accountability of 

a corporation’s management lies 

mainly with its board of directors. 

A widely recognised and impor-

tant principle of corporate govern-

ance, devised primarily to address 

the risks arising out of agency prob-

lems, is that one individual should 

not simultaneously hold the of-

fices of chief executive officer and 

chairperson of the board of direc-

tors of the same corporation. This 

principle is even more important 

in the case of a public corporation 

which is ultimately owned by the 

government — an impersonal entity 

— rather than a group of individu-

als. Needless to emphasize that 

such mechanisms are necessary to avoid 

the potential conflict that exists when the 

same individual holds both offices.

The best practice on this issue is that 

the chief executive officer should not 

even be a voting member of the board of 

directors. As the board has to set the tar-

gets and review the performance of the 

management, it is only fair that the man-

agement has no direct influence over the 

Board’s decisions. The legitimate role of 

chief executive as a member of the board 

of directors is to educate and inform the 

board of the management’s viewpoint on 

the issues at hand and not to directly par-

ticipate in, or lead, the board’s decisions.

Interestingly, this anomaly already 

existed in the case of the State Bank of 

Pakistan. The law (SBP Act 1962) stated 

that the Governor of the State Bank shall 

also be the Chairperson of its Board of 

Directors. This was arguably the weakest 

link in the corporate governance struc-

ture of the SBP. The government should 

have amended the SBP Act long ago to re-

store the balance of power between the 

Board of Directors and the Management 

of the central bank. Preferably, the 

Governor should have been made a non-

voting member of the Board. At the mini-

mum, the Governor should have been 

made a voting member but prohibited 

from becoming the Chairperson of the 

Board.

The recent amendments offered a 

golden opportunity to do so. As most of 

the amendments were meant to further 

enhance the powers of the SBP as an insti-

tution, the need and justification to have 

internal checks and balances within the 

institution were even stronger. It is sur-

prising that the government chose not to 

do so even as part of the recently intro-

duced amendments.

Apparently, it was not a condition 

of the IMF to let the same individual 

hold both most powerful offices in 

the central bank. The IMF’s own liter-

ature (reference to the content of the 

course titled ‘Foundations of Central 

Bank Law’) recognizes the separa-

tion of the offices of the Governor and 

chairperson of the Board of Directors 

as the superior governance principle. 

The principle of separation of these 

two offices is so widely accepted and 

well-entrenched in the governance lit-

erature, that it is difficult to envisage 

any opposing views on this matter. If 

it turns out that the IMF insisted, or 

even supported, the holding of both of 

these offices by the same individual, 

then further questions will arise as to 

why the IMF would do such a thing.

It seems that either this issue did 

not catch the attention of the govern-

ment, or it was a deliberate decision 

of the government to let this situation 

persist.

In case of the former, it is worri-

some that the government is oblivious 

of the major governance flaws (let alone 

the questions of whether or how to fix it) 

of one of the most important national in-

stitutions, and is content with doing only 

that much as is required by multilateral 

lenders such as the IMF.

In case of the latter, it is worthwhile to 

know who the government’s key advisors 

and decision makers on this matter were, 

and what they were thinking, while mak-

ing this decision.

The ultimate, million-dollar question 

is ‘what is the difference between being 

autonomous and being unaccountable?’ 

In my humble opinion, a national institu-

tion whose performance can be evaluated 

and rewarded or sanctioned only by its 

Board of Directors, and not by the govern-

ment, and whose chief executive is also 

the chairperson of its Board, is well past 

the status of an ‘autonomous’ institution 

and has reached the status of an ‘unac-

countable’ institution.  

The media would be well-advised 

to hold a well-reasoned debate on this 

matter so that the viewpoints of the gov-

ernment and the critics are properly ex-

plained and the general public, the analyst 

community, and the current and future 

makers of such decisions of high national 

importance, stand educated. n

As both the Governor and Chairperson of the 
Board of Directors of the SBP, does Reza 
Baqir’s influence over the central bank 
compromise its accountability to the people?

The government 
would be well-advised 
to hold this debate 
even now. Better late 
than never. The 
debate should be held 
in the spirit to review 
the principles and
objectives underlying 
these amendments.
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he topic of my talk is “oppor-

tunity.” I was asked to talk 

about opportunities for the 

young people in Pakistan. 

I said that I am going to give a talk, but it 

would be slightly different. My talk today 

is about the ‘one percent society.’ Because 

in Pakistan, we only provide opportuni-

ties to the top one percent, not to the rest 

of the population. So, if you belong to the 

privileged one percent then you will have 

a lot of opportunities. But if you don’t be-

long to that privileged one percent then 

sorry… opportunities are not for you. 

The appropriate name for Pakistan re-

ally should not be the Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan, but it should be called the ‘One 

Percent Republic of Pakistan.’

Now let’s do a mental exercise buy-

ing a farm. Suppose we buy a farm with a 

horse stable, which has 100 horses. And 

when you buy the farm, you ask the man-

ager ‘what do you do?’ The manager re-

plies that ‘every year we send one horse 

to a very competitive local race.’ You ask 

‘how does the horse do?’ He replies that 

‘every year our horse comes near the bot-

tom.’ When asked which horse he sends, 

the manager says that ‘we used to have a 

horse named Babur. Once Babur died, we 

started sending his son Humayun. They 

both finish last, or second to the last.’

Naturally, you ask why the manager 

doesn’t have all the horses in the stable 

race with each other, and send the fast-

est one to the race. But the manager re-

mains adamant, ‘this is not how we do 

things here. We just send Humayun every 

year.’ This captures how we do things in 

Pakistan.  

We don’t give opportunities to all the 

Pakistani kids. We don’t try to find out 

who is the smartest or the most capable. 

We just repeatedly allocate opportunities 

to the same people again and again. So, we 

have effectively limited our talent pool to 

the ‘one percent.’

Obviously, if you limit yourself in such 

a way, you do not get the level of talent that 

countries who open the field to all of their 

people get. Now the entire world is domi-

nated by elites, regardless of the society. 

Therefore, Pakistani society is not exactly 

unique in the sense that we have elite priv-

ilege, but we are a more elitist society than 

most.  

Even in the United States, for instance, 

billionaires pay a lower percentage of their 

income as tax than millionaires do, but 

what is good about America is that there 

is a high rate of turnover among the com-

position of the elite. They keep changing. 

If you look at the names of the American 

elite from 100 years ago you have names 

like Rockefeller and DuPont, but now you 

have people like Elon Musk, who was an 

immigrant from South Africa or Steve 

Jobs, who was also the son of an immi-

grant, or Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg 

who were not from super rich families. If 

you look at the rich people in Pakistan to-

day; the Habibs, the Dawoods, the Sehgals 

and the Manshas, they were very rich 50 

years ago also. Of course, there are some 

exceptions, but those are exceptions that 

prove the rule.

If you look at any field in Pakistan 

there is hardly any upward mobility. Look 

at politics, the leader of my own party, 

Mian Nawaz Sharif. He has been very suc-

cessful in politics, but comes from a rich 

and privileged background. So do the 

Bhuttos and Prime Minister Imran Khan. 

Other than Altaf Hussain, the vast majori-

ty of our prominent politicians come from 

very privileged families.

Furthermore, our top generals. 

Mostly, they have fathers who were also 

high-ranking military officials. So, if we 

think back to the story of the farmer and 

the horses, generals’ sons become gener-

als, doctors’ sons become doctors, busi-

nessmen’s children become businessmen 

and so on.

Hence, our society lacks dynamism 

due to the lack of upward mobility. If you 

look at Ronald Regan, his father was a 

shoe salesman. Bill Clinton’s father was an 

alcoholic. Gerald J. Ford was an orphan. 

We don’t see people of such backgrounds 

at the top in our country. You don’t see the 

son of a mali (gardener), bawarchi (cook), 

or a driver doing well in Pakistan.

So, we limit our leadership to the elite 

The ‘one percent’ Pakistan

T

Leading businessman Miftah Ismail argues that Pakistan lacks upward 
mobility due to its “absolutely horrible education system.” 

The real barrier in 
Pakistan is that of the 
English language. 
English is the cleaver 
in our society. It
separates the masses 
from the elites.

A land where opportunity is inherited
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few.

How does our elite sustain this? How 

does it succeed in keeping the mass-

es down, in keeping with the colonial 

mindset? Well if we think about it, the 

armed forces of Pakistan are basically 

represented by two districts in northern 

Punjab, a few districts in central Punjab 

dominate the higher echelons of the bu-

reaucracy, and in the last few years it is 

said that around 95 percent of the people 

hired by the Sindh government speak the 

Sindhi language to the exclusion of those 

30-40 percent, who do not. But the bar-

rier in Pakistan is not of an ethnic nature. 

The real barrier in Pakistan is that of the 

English language. English is the cleaver in 

our society. It separates the masses from 

the elites. How has this been sustained for 

so many years?  Well, primarily, it is due to 

our absolutely horrible education system.

Our education system is made up 

of three streams. One stream which is 

mostly public schools and some very 

low-priced, low-quality private schools 

(are) mainly in the lower-income areas. 

There, the kids go to school, spend or 

rather waste about five hours and then 

come back home. The kids in this stream 

are basically being trained to become 

poor members of society. Then you have 

the expensive English-medium schools. 

There the students are trained to become 

middle-class managers, professionals etc. 

and that’s pretty good. There are some ex-

ceptional students in this stream, who can 

go on and make it to the very top. And then 

there are only two schools, which provide 

the elite rulers across all of Pakistan; the 

Aitchison College Lahore and the Karachi 

Grammar School.

The former provides you with half of 

your cabinet today, it provides you with 

most of your political and military elite, 

while the latter provides around 70 per-

cent of the rich people in Pakistan. 100 

percent of the very rich people’s children 

in Pakistan go to these schools. With a few 

exceptions, these are the schools for the 

very elite, since the colonial days.

The first stream is basically not train-

ing people. You have 10th grade kids com-

ing out of them who cannot write two 

sentences in any language and are func-

tionally innumerate. For the past God 

knows, 50 to 70 years, we have been de-

bating which language to teach our kids 

in? Every Chinese scientist has learnt sci-

ence in Chinese, while in our elitist society 

if an actor speaks English badly or in a fun-

ny accent, he is lampooned. It is a weird 

society. And we sustain this privilege. So 

we have not been able to decide whether 

to teach Sariki or Sindhi kids in their na-

tive language or in Urdu or English. Then 

somehow we have decided that we are not 

really going to teach them science. We’re 

not really going to teach them math. And 

the — generally speaking — one percent 

kids, who go to America or England and 

come back to Pakistan, all the nice power 

positions are for them.

You have really smart people in 

Pakistan, who work as carpenters, bus 

drivers etc. In America, sons and daugh-

ters of bus drivers and cooks become 

professors and go on to win Field Medals 

and Nobel Prizes, while most of our kids 

are relegated to a life of unskilled labour 

because they simply never had a shot. So 

this is a weird society in the sense that it 

is absolutely a one percent opportunity 

society.

Since this was a talk on opportunity, I 

am going to end on a slightly positive note. 

I can tell you the secret of success in this 

globalized world. And this is not my se-

cret. My father was a very rich man. I could 

have been a complete idiot — and perhaps I 

am — but given my background, it was sort 

of guaranteed that I would do well in life.

But for the rest of the world, what is 

the secret to success? Well, as most econ-

omists will tell you, it is about necessary 

and sufficient conditions, and education 

is still a necessary condition for success. 

You could be really smart, but if you are 

not educated, you will find it hard to move 

upwards. So, in Pakistan or anywhere else 

in the world, the only necessary condition 

for success is education. And the sufficient 

condition for success is also education, 

including in Pakistan, where you have no 

opportunities if you are not from the privi-

leged class. If you educate yourself you 

will inevitably get ahead, even if you do 

not reach the very top, you will get ahead 

quite a bit.

This is the main issue in Pakistan. We 

do not impart serious education on most 

of our children, so if you need to get edu-

cated, you have to do it on your own. If this 

country is ever to become rich, or even 

middle-class, we need to educate our chil-

dren but we are failing 99 percent of our 

kids. n

Most Pakistani children receive a woefully inadequate education, limiting 
their life prospects.

If this country is ever 
to become rich, or 
even middle-class, we 
need to educate our 
children but we are 
failing 99 percent of 
our kids.
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By Dr. Salman Shah he National Security Policy 

(NSP) 2022-26 highlights 

geo-economics along with 

geo-politics as its twin pil-

lars. Its launch for public consumption 

coincided with the passage of the supple-

mentary finance bill by the Parliament 

of Pakistan in January 2022. The 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) con-

ditions appropriately highlight the dire 

state of the economy, and the media has 

been at the forefront in showing the pain 

and agony faced by the people living in 

a debt-ridden economy. The comprehen-

sive NSP declaration was a timely mes-

sage that the security of the country was 

closely linked to its economic strength. A 

message that was needed to remind the 

decision makers and the stakeholders 

that a strong economy was the base on 

which the other pillars of the state stood. 

External and internal security, foreign 

relations, food security, law and order, 

welfare of the people and internal co-

hesion all depend on a healthy and a vi-

brant economy. Unless the economy gen-

erates the needed wealth and resources, 

all elements of state power stand eroded.

Over the last many decades, 

Pakistan’s economy has neither lived 

up to the expectations of the people nor 

up to its huge potential. A large youthful 

population, abundant natural resources, 

a strategic location and a huge pool of 

hardworking, talented people can pro-

vide the foundations on which a strong 

economy can be built. Yet, successive 

governments have failed to cash in on the 

opportunity to pull Pakistan out of the 

shackles of poverty and backwardness. 
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To fully comprehend the importance of 

a competitive economy as the basis of an 

effective national security policy, the de-

cision makers need to relate to contempo-

rary real-world development examples to 

find a way forward. In this context, a com-

parison of Pakistan’s economic trajectory 

with the evolution of South Korean eco-

nomic prowess is instructive.

50 years ago, in the early 1970s, 

Pakistan and South Korea, two mid-sized 

third world countries, had the same per 

capita income and because both faced 

existential threats from belligerent neigh-

bours, both spent almost 6 percent of 

their respective GDPs on their defence. 

Since then, the per capita income of South 

Korea has increased by over 233 times, 

while Pakistan has managed to increase 

its per capita income by only 11 times. 

Both countries continue to face the same 

belligerent neighbours, but now spend 

approximately three percent of their re-

spective GDPs on defence. For Pakistan 

this amounts to around $10 billion a year 

versus $60 billion a year for South Korea. 

Clearly South Korea has been able to 

transform its backward economy of the 

1970s into an awesome wealth producing 

machine that can simultaneously finance 

its national security needs and promote 

the welfare of its people, but Pakistan has 

failed miserably to do so.

How was South Korea able to break 

the curse of backwardness and achieve 

an economic transformation, while a sim-

ilar transformation continues to evade 

Pakistan? From the very beginning, South 

Korea, despite facing an existential threat 

from North Korea, endeavoured to boost 

and magnify its economic size. And it 

tried to achieve this goal without compro-

mising its independence in the pursuit of 

security. The South Koreans met their de-

fence needs without overreliance on their 

cold war allies. Pakistan’s efforts were 

similar as it sought the same western al-

lies to counter its existential threat from 

the east and tried to build the economy to 

sustain its defence needs, but the results 

were opposite.

Both countries made a transition 

from military dictatorships to democ-

racy but their transitions from dictator-

ship to democracy followed very differ-

ent paths. South Korea’s transition from a 

military dictatorship to a vibrant democ-

racy did not create the hiccups nor the 

disruptions that a similar transition did in 

Pakistan. The South Korean path to eco-

nomic transformation was smooth and 

exponential whereas the Pakistani path 

was discontinuous and suffered many 

reversals as the vagaries of its politics 

demolished its economic foundations. 

The result is that today, according to the 

World Economic Forum, South Korea is 

the world’s 13th most competitive coun-

try, whereas Pakistan ranks at the lowly 

110th position, one of the least competi-

tive in Asia. South Korea as a matter of rou-

tine generates around $100 billion in cur-

rent account surpluses every year, while 

Pakistan continues to be constrained by 

its huge current account deficits and re-

lies on excessive foreign debts and the 

IMF programmes to sustain itself.

The South Korean miracle is a magnif-

icent celebration of its civil and military 

leadership, which nurtured a two trillion-

dollar vibrant, entrepreneurial, high-tech 

and modern economy with the principles 

of economic freedom well entrenched 

in its economic frameworks and consti-

tution. It excels in most booming global 

markets from electronics, engineering, 

automobiles, chemicals, shipbuilding and 

telecommunications to robotics. Driven 

by the business freedoms granted to its 

private sector, the role of the government 

is facilitative but demanding.

The Economic Freedom Index of the 

Heritage Foundation ranks South Korea 

among the top 20 in the world, with its 

governance institutions meeting and ex-

ceeding international best standards and 

practices. Its property rights, independ-

ent judiciary, tax system, investment free-

dom and trade freedom rank among the 

best. Its anti-corruption efforts are also 

world class. In contrast, Pakistan ranks 

152nd out of 161 countries in economic 

freedom; 34th out of 40 countries in the 

Asia Pacific region. Pakistan has the worst 

ecosystem in the world for a free econo-

my, it is highly-bureaucratic, over-regulat-

ed, over-protected and corrupt. We have 

evolved over the years as a dysfunctional, 

extractive economic system, which is now 

the biggest threat to our national security.

In the last 50 years, while the Koreans 

were building their economic power-

house, we were busy strangling the very 

foundations of a modern, competitive 

economy.  During this time, we have had 

military rule for 20 years and civilian rule 

for 30 years. Military rule always followed 

a period of civilian rule, purportedly to fix 

the mess created by the civilians.

The Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) was 

at the helm of affairs for 14 of these years 

under the firm control of the Bhutto dy-

nasty, which is now in its third genera-

tion. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 

(PML-N) has ruled for 11 years in the iron 

grip of the Sharif family, which is now pre-

paring its second generation to take over. 

The military ruler General Zia-ul-Haq 

ruled for 11 years with the active support 

of the Sharif family, while General Pervez 

Musharraf, in power for around nine 

years, was fully supported by the PML-Q 

and the PPP-Patriots.

These handful of players are respon-

sible for our current economic mess. They 

Can Pakistan replicate South Korea’s economic miracle?
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are the rulers, who created the 

enormous external debt of the 

country. They are the rulers who 

have left us with a dysfunctional 

judicial system, a dysfunctional 

bureaucracy, archaic economic 

rules and regulations, the com-

plex processes and systems that 

create rent seeking and corrup-

tion, and a banking system that 

only serves the elite. They are 

the ones responsible for our dis-

mal rankings in most economic 

indicators, including our 152nd 

and 156th ranks in the Economic 

Freedom Index and the Human 

Development Index, respectively. 

These are the politicians respon-

sible for our shocking economic 

performance in the global race of nations. 

Over the last five decades, it is difficult 

to describe the efficacy or the vision of 

the policies pursued by these politicians 

other than to classify them as capricious, 

unnecessary, wasteful, fraudulent, un-

workable, ill-conceived, and badly-im-

plemented, which has led to disastrous 

consequences.

Four beguiling boondoggles have 

shaped our economic contours over the 

last 50 years. The first was the slogan of 

‘Roti, Kapra and Makaan,’ raised by the 

PPP to sweep into power in the 1970s. 

But instead of fulfilling its promises, the 

PPP went about decimating the entrepre-

neurial foundations of the economy as, 

with a stroke of the pen, it nationalised 

the productive and financial sectors of 

the economy. In one go, the very entre-

preneurs who could have generated great 

wealth for the nation, found themselves 

deprived of their economic freedoms 

and assets. Overnight, the footprint of 

the government increased manifold and 

bureaucratic control over the economy 

was made absolute. The wealth creating 

capacity was demolished. The economy 

lost its private sector engine and its direc-

tion. In subsequent stints in office, the PPP 

tried to reverse the damage but to no avail. 

The damage of nationalisation still rever-

berates through the economic structure 

of Pakistan.

The second boondoggle was floated 

by General Zia to counter the PPP. He in-

troduced an Islamisation drive to legiti-

mise his coup and force the people on to 

a straight and narrow path. In the process, 

he disabused any notions of Pakistan be-

coming a modern, international hub for 

tourism, commerce, finance or manufac-

turing. In his 11 years, he turned Pakistan 

into a very conservative, intolerant 

and divisive country. The Soviet inva-

sion of Afghanistan was his lucky break 

and he became the conduit for Jihad-e-

Afghanistan, which contributed to his lon-

gevity but did nothing for the country’s 

economic wellbeing. Ably assisted by the 

PML-N, General Zia thrived on maintain-

ing the status-quo and did not endeavour 

to privatise, deregulate, liberalise or re-

form in any significant manner, nor cre-

ate an environment of economic freedom 

that could have turned Pakistan into an 

economic powerhouse.

The third major boondoggle was 

floated by Nawaz Sharif to make Pakistan 

an Asian Tiger. He started out well by 

launching an aggressive privatisation 

programme, but very quickly got it mired 

in allegations of corruption and crony 

capitalism. To the great misfortune of 

Pakistanis, Sharif’s governance model was 

driven by tight family control, to-

tal disregard for conflict-of-inter-

est principles and a management 

model derived from running a 

large undocumented business 

entity. His foreign currency ac-

count freedoms were designed to 

permit money laundering by cor-

rupting the banking channels. His 

profligate ways led the country to 

bankruptcy, not once but twice in 

his various terms. His style of gov-

ernance led him into damaging 

confrontations with seven army 

chiefs. Instead of making Pakistan 

an Asian tiger, he left it pauper-

ised and highly indebted to inter-

national creditors.

The fourth boondoggle was 

undertaken by General Musharraf, who 

launched the era of ‘enlightened mod-

eration and ruthless accountability.’ He 

took over in a bloodless coup from Nawaz 

Sharif, who got convicted in the infamous 

hijacking case. General Musharraf estab-

lished the National Accountability Bureau 

(NAB) headed by a senior military general. 

The ruthless accountability campaign tar-

geted not only politicians, but also leading 

businessmen, who were put behind bars 

for dodging taxes and defaulting on bank 

loans. The draconian measures tanked 

the economy, compelling the regime to 

undertake a U-Turn. The tax authorities 

were tethered by the removal of their dis-

cretionary powers and the introduction 

of a self-assessment tax scheme, which 

was easy to comply with. Privatisation, de-

regulation and liberalisation of the econ-

omy were accelerated. The measures led 

to Pakistan becoming the second-fastest 

growing economy in Asia, driven by an in-

vestment boom comprising both foreign 

and domestic investors. The debt-to-GDP 

ratio tumbled from a high of 100 percent 

in 1999 down to 54 percent in 2007. The 

investment-to-GDP ratio exceeded an all-

time high of 23 percent. With the econo-

my growing at over 7 percent during 2004 

to 2007, an ambitious armed forces mod-

ernisation plan was developed and put 

into execution mode.

The virtuous cycle of economic free-

doms, investments, economic growth and 

poverty reduction came to an end when 

the ‘Western allies’ of Musharraf cooked 

up a plan to create a hybrid dream team, 

comprising the military ruler and Benazir 

Bhutto, to navigate the quagmire of be-

Prior to the 1970s nationalisation, Pakistan was 
one of Asia’s leading industrial nations.

According to the 
World Economic 
Forum, South Korea 
is the world’s 13th 
most competitive 
country, whereas 
Pakistan ranks at the 
lowly 110th position.
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ing the frontline state in  the war on ter-

ror. The infamous National Reconciliation 

Ordinance (NRO) was promulgated, 

which opened the floodgates for the 

hitherto discredited leadership to make 

a triumphant comeback, knocking out 

the General’s pledge to root out cor-

ruption and hold the rich and powerful 

accountable.

The assassination of Benazir Bhutto 

paved the way for the PPP, headed by the 

bereaved widower Asif Ali Zardari, 

to come into power for a stint of five 

years, followed by five years for the 

PML-N.

The decade under these experi-

enced political stalwarts showed that 

they did not learn any lessons from 

the past. After their 10 year rule from 

2008-18, the economy was in tatters. 

The debt-to-GDP ratio went from 54 

percent in 2007 to 85 percent in 2018 

and, more dangerously, external debt 

increased from $38 billion to around 

$90 billion, while the investment-to-

GDP ratio never exceeded 15 percent. 

Exports stagnated and imports mul-

tiplied on the back of a debt financed, 

overvalued exchange rate and a gross-

ly import dependent and expensively 

padded energy sector. Rather than meet-

ing the requirements of national security, 

the economy was caught in an external 

debt trap and needed the crutches of the 

IMF to survive. The aftereffects are rever-

berating throughout Pakistan.

Going forward, if we continue do-

ing what we have done for the past 50 

years, we are doomed. We live in a tough 

neighbourhood and to survive, we must 

become the fastest growing economy of 

the region. We need to pursue a national 

security policy that ensures the welfare 

of the people, provides adequate financ-

ing for our defence needs, enables us to 

pursue geo-economic objectives and 

counter economic coercion from any 

quarter whatsoever. In this case, the most 

important pillar of our NSP has to be the 

development of a powerful economic ma-

chine that churns out the wealth needed 

to meet national security requirements, 

somewhat similar to what South Korea 

has done over the past 50 years.

It is critical that we should focus, with-

out any delay, on laying the foundations 

of a $5 trillion economy to be achieved by 

2047. This would require painstakingly 

upgrading and building an ecosystem 

that unreservedly promotes entrepre-

neurial freedoms, well-functioning com-

petitive markets and a capable judiciary 

and bureaucracy that meet international 

standards of governance.

The size of our working age popula-

tion (sixth largest in the world) mandates 

us to become a major export-production 

hub of our region. This would require 

building excellence in multiple value 

chains in high-value agriculture, hi-tech 

manufacturing and sophisticated servic-

es. Our objective has to be creating unam-

biguous competitive advantage in each 

chain through productivity enhance-

ments to international standards.

It would necessitate facilitation of the 

private sector, both domestic and foreign, 

to invest in the modernisation of Pakistan, 

simultaneously, the government’s focus 

has to shift  from an ‘NOC culture’ towards 

a culture of promoting supply chain de-

velopment. This would require disman-

tling the restrictive governance and insti-

tutional regimes, developing dedicated 

physical infrastructure for each chain, fa-

cilitating knowledge-based development, 

promoting technology up-gradation and 

creating specialist capital and financing 

systems.  

From a national security point-of-

view, fixing the economy in all its dimen-

sions is critical. The most urgent objec-

tives are:

1. Completing the ambitious macro-

economic reform agenda embedded 

in the IMF programme in letter and 

spirit and meeting all its performance 

criteria.

2. Executing a comprehensive and 

accelerated programme of rapid 

privatisation.

3. Establishing the ecosystem for eco-

nomic freedoms, including unfet-

tered property rights, freedom to in-

vest, freedom to trade, and freedom 

to do business. Rollback of the heavy 

hand of the state impeding our econ-

omy, through a massive deregulation 

plan.

4. Pursuing a comprehensive strategy 

to enhance value chain productivity 

and investments to global standards.

5. Developing the financial sector 

to provide for the financing and capi-

tal needs of all sectors and segments 

of the economy.

6. Transforming the energy sector 

from being an imported and expen-

sive millstone around our necks to a 

sector providing energy independ-

ence to the country, with abundant 

availability of competitively priced 

power; a vital economic input.

7. Reforming the judicial system to 

promote economic efficiency, com-

mercial activity, the rule of law and 

enforcement of contracts.

8. Preparing a properly articu-

lated economic transformation plan 

with implementation responsibil-

ity assigned to each relevant entity 

of state and requiring all its organs 

to effectively coordinate efforts as an 

integral part of the proposed NSP, the 

first leg of which is destined to finish 

by 2026.

Economic strength is the key to our 

national security, international relation-

ships, economic security, and a respectful 

place in the ranks of the developed coun-

tries of the world. This would entail rein-

venting and organising the state to focus 

on an investment-led economic transfor-

mation, which will be challenging. It will 

involve reforming the bureaucratic gov-

ernance structures, processes and per-

sonnel that are firmly entrenched in the 

status-quo. Furthermore, we will have to 

consign our brand of power politics based 

on ethnicity, sectarianism, divisiveness 

and dynastic control to the dustbin of 

history and refocus our politics towards 

a national consensus of relentless nation 

building. The challenging tasks are do-

able, but will need the absolute commit-

ment of the highest echelons of the state, 

including the parliament, the executive, 

the judiciary and the armed forces. n

Pakistan’s economic prosperity and national 
security are intimately linked.
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akistani rupee, which plunged 

nearly 50 percent against the 

US Dollar under the Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf govern-

ment, will remain under pressure due 

to the gnawing trade deficit, huge debt 

repayments and simmering political 

uncertainty.

From 123 in August 2018, the rupee 

plunged to a record 185-plus against the 

dollar by early-April 2022. This makes it 

one of the highest devaluations of the cur-

rency in Pakistan’s entire history

As the PTI government did steer the 

economy to some sort of stability, by the 

time it left on April 10, the economic in-

dicators, including import bills and trade 

balance have been showing a worsening 

trend in the wake of rising imports that 

are putting pressure on the rupee. Under 

the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 

programme, the State Bank of Pakistan 

(SBP) has left it to the market forces to de-

termine the exchange rate, which further 

accelerated the free fall of the rupee.

With inflation now running in the 

double digits, the delay in the release of 

funds under the IMF’s 7th review, the 

gradual decline of foreign reserves, sky-

rocketing global oil prices and the politi-

cal instability in the country, the Pakistani 

rupee continues to remain under con-

stant pressure.

Leading economist and social poli-

cy analyst Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that 

Pakistan’s imports remain higher than 

exports. “The current account deficit — 

currently at $544 billion — has widened 

because Pakistan has to make import pay-

ments in dollars and owing to the short 

supply of the greenback, the local curren-

cy depreciates.”

Suleri said that recently Pakistan re-

paid a loan to China and as a result, for-

eign reserves have further dipped. The 

current political uncertainty is also add-

ing to Pakistan’s economic woes as inves-

tors have chosen a cautious path that has 

also led to the “dollarisation of the econo-

my,” he added. 

While explaining the SBP’s hands off 

approach, Suleri said that the central bank 

can only interfere in stabilising the rupee 

“when you have enough dollars through 

export earnings, foreign direct invest-

ment or remittances. But in Pakistan’s 

case, dollars remain in short supply.”

He said that he was against the policy 

of borrowing dollars and releasing them 

into the market to stabilise the local cur-

rency. “If the SBP resorts to pumping dol-

lars in the local market to stabilise the 

local currency, its own reserves would 

dwindle and the trade deficit would fur-

ther widen. This would create more de-

mand for the US currency and Pakistan 

would face another crisis in the shape of a 

dollar crunch.”

He said that if you set an artificial rate 

of the dollar, as was done under the pre-

vious PML-N government, the cost of im-

ports would increase.

He said that in the short term, 

Pakistan needs to review energy prices 

and take some tough decisions. He said 

that if Pakistan keeps energy prices at the 

current subsidised rates till June — and if 

their prices continue to go up in the inter-

national market — the country will have 

to spend more dollars against imports 

which will further take a toll on foreign re-
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serves and put pressure on the rupee.

“Pakistan will have to pay attention 

to imports substitution and unnecessary 

imports have to be curtailed and the en-

ergy prices have to be set according to the 

international rates and 

subsidies, if absolutely 

necessary, will have to be 

given selectively.”

Refusing to specu-

late about the future lev-

els of the rupee against 

the dollar, he said that 

could lead to the selling 

or buying of dollars. “It 

will have to be seen how 

the current or the new 

government deals with 

the IMF and clinches 

a deal with China for 

the rollover of the loan 

payment.”

He said that the Gulf 

countries may increase 

their oil output which 

may bring down the oil 

prices, cushioning the 

blow Pakistan is cur-

rently facing in the shape of expensive 

imports of commodities, including oil and 

coal.

“Pakistan is currently facing a dollar 

crunch and the heavy payments on im-

ports are taking a toll on the foreign re-

serves, which is putting pressure on the 

rupee.” 

Suleri said that the international fac-

tors, including the Russia-Ukraine con-

flict and the COVID-19 pandemic, have 

played their part in intensifying Pakistan’s 

economic challenges as no country could 

have predicted them. 

“The rupee is under constant pres-

sure because oil, steel, coal and iron ore 

prices all have skyrocketed in the inter-

national market and Pakistan is a net im-

porter of all these commodities.”

He said that Pakistan needs a drastic 

cut on the import of luxury goods and 

must levy higher taxes on their imports to 

save dollars.

At the same time, exports need to be 

increased and the government must fo-

cus on local manufacturing.

Waqar Masood, former advisor to 

Prime Minister Imran Khan on Revenue 

and Finance, said that the government’s 

lopsided policies have to be blamed for 

the devaluation of the rupee.

“The PTI government blamed the pre-

vious government for stabilising the local 

currency through artificial means, but 

[left] the rupee to the market forces to play 

havoc with it.”

Masood said that now the IMF fully 

dictates Pakistan’s economy and when 

the PTI government attempted to resist 

their demands, the international lender 

pulled the string and withheld the sev-

enth tranche of the programme, which re-

sulted in a further dip in foreign reserves 

— which were, he said, about to touch 

around 20 billion dollars in August 2021, 

but fell to 12 billion dollars by March end.

He said that instead of imposing taxes 

in the budget, the government introduced 

the mini-budget under the dictation of the 

IMF and opened the economy abruptly 

and generously gave funds to legislators.  

He said that Pakistan also received a 

$3 billion loan from Saudi Arabia and sep-

arately offered a $1 billion deferred pay-

ment facility for oil import as part of a spe-

cial economic support 

package, but nobody 

knows where all this ex-

ternal aid went or where 

it was spent.

“The devaluation of 

the Pakistani currency is 

being dictated by the IMF 

and the country has be-

come subservient to the 

monetary policies of in-

ternational lenders to de-

termine currency rates.”

He said that the econ-

omy is going through a 

period of volatility be-

cause the demand for the 

dollar has risen and no 

government can do any-

thing to contain this up-

ward trend in the near fu-

ture. The possibility of a 

further slide in the value 

of the rupee cannot be ruled out but that 

would be disastrous for overall economic 

growth, he said.

Arsalan Siddiqui, research head at 

Optimus Capital, said that the delay in the 

IMF’s seventh review was one of the main 

reasons behind the depreciation of the 

rupee. 

He said that despite the 16 percent rise 

in exports, the current account deficit be-

ing at a sustainable level of $545 million in 

February and strong growth in large scale 

manufacturing, the sudden rise in oil 

prices and exogenous shocks were pos-

ing a threat to the gains made on the eco-

nomic front. He said political uncertainty 

is also adding to Pakistan’s woes as rising 

oil prices are eating up foreign reserves 

and putting constant pressure on the lo-

cal currency.

The high oil import bill remains the 

primary factor taking a toll on local cur-

rency, while debt servicing is the other 

factor responsible for the fall in the for-

eign exchange reserves, thus putting fur-

ther pressure on the rupee, he said. 

He said that Pakistan is left with no 

option but to resort to more borrowings 

from international lenders to stabilise its 

dwindling foreign reserves, which, in it-

self, remains an uphill task. n

As the price of oil imports and debt servicing grows, the rupee is 
falling faster against the dollar than ever before.

“The PTI government 
blamed the previous 
government for
stabilising the local 
currency through 
artificial means, but 
[left] the rupee to the 
market forces to play 
havoc with it.”
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efore his Russia visit, Prime 

Minister Imran Khan said the 

Ukraine crisis had nothing to 

do with Pakistan. On arriving 

in Moscow, he commented, “What a time 

I have come. So much excitement.” Both 

his statements show a complete lack of ap-

preciation that the Ukraine War was the 

most important event in our current his-

tory which would have a devastating im-

pact on the future of Pakistan.

When Putin moved his troops into 

Ukraine, nobody expected the response 

of the West to be so aggressive, so strong, 

as they imposed the harshest economic 

sanctions on Russia. The West denied the 

SWIFT bank transfer system to Russia as 

well as shutting off their airspace. In a se-

ries of other measures, the Western bloc 

also denied shipping for transactions in 

Russia and halted the Nord Stream 2 gas 

pipeline, with giant companies from the 

West closing down their operations in 

this former communist state.

BP, which owned 20 percent of 

Rosneft — Russia’s biggest oil company 

— closed down and wrote off its Russian 

interests with assets over $25 billion. 

Refugees, fleeing Ukraine, quickly ex-

ceeded 2 million, with expectations 

of up to 5 million which would make 

Ukrainians the world’s largest refugee 

population. About 85 percent of Russia’s 

foreign reserves of $600 billion were fro-

zen by the West. As the oligarch billion-

aires were sanctioned, dramatic news 

releases showed their super luxury mega-

yachts being hunted in the chase for oli-

garch assets.

The Ukraine War has become a 

game changer for the Western bloc and 

for Russia as the world divides into two 

camps. Even Switzerland, a traditionally 

neutral country, has joined the EU camp. 

Despite the prevailing mood of ‘you are 

either with us or against us,’ Imran Khan 

wants Pakistan to be unaligned, citing the 

immense loss of 80,000 lives and $100 

billion economic losses by participation 

in the Afghan wars. His public statements 

show that his political heart does not lie 

with the United States. Can Pakistan avoid 

commitment in this new world divide?

At a time when Pakistan’s economy is 

threatened by its CAD (current account 

deficit), we desperately need more dollars 

and more exports if we are to meet our 

liabilities. The dollars come mainly from 

China, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The ex-

ports go mainly to the EU and the US.

Not just the PTI government, but all 

of Pakistan is under attack from infla-

tion and the current account deficit. The 

Ukraine War has already seen commod-

ity prices rise with astonishing speed to 

new record heights but you ain’t seen 

nothing yet. It’s going to get worse, much 

worse, very quickly. Cost of imported 

energy lies at the heart of Pakistan’s dol-

lar crisis. Since September 2021, inter-

national oil priced have doubled as they 

rose from $63 to $125. In the last month, 

Dutch gas has risen from Euros 84 to 208 

per ton; British gas has also risen by 250 

percent, the price of Newcastle coal has 

almost doubled in a month from $250 to 

$440 a ton. Oil traders and analysts are 

predicting oil at $200 and Alexander 

Novak, Russia’s Deputy Prime Minister, 

is warning that the price of oil could even 

reach $300 if the US and Europe ban 

imports.

Russia’s top 5 exports are crude oil 

($123B), refined oil products ($66B), natu-

ral gas ($26B), coal ($17B) and wheat ($8B). 

Russia produces 50 million tons of ferti-

liser every year (13 percent of the world’s 

total) and exports from Ukraine and 

Russia of sunflower oil make up 60 per-

cent of world exports. The risk of supply 

chain disruption due to the Ukraine War 

is diverting many buyers to palm oil. Palm 

oil prices have doubled over the last six 

months, burdening Pakistan which im-

ported palm oil at a cost of $1.7 billion in 

2021. International wheat prices have ris-

en by 40 percent over the last month. The 

impact of inflation in Pakistan, over the 

coming year, will be severe. The Ukraine 

War is sending prices of energy (oil, coal, 

gas) and basic food (wheat, edible oils and 

fertiliser) up and up with the speed of a 

rocket. This means trouble for Pakistan.

 Imran Khan has an emotional antip-

athy to the rich and powerful West and 

resents being ordered what to do. But 

Pakistan’s economic survival is highly de-

pendent on the IMF, EU, GSP+ and FATF, 

all of which are controlled by Europe and 

America. Pakistan trembles at every ses-

sion of IMF negotiations, and is constantly 

worrying about withdrawal of tariff privi-

leges in its main export markets. Pakistan 

has suffered penalties of over $50 million 

The Great Economic Squeeze
The Ukraine War is sending prices of oil, coal, gas and basic food

up with the speed of a rocket. This means trouble for Pakistan

B

Fuel prices are set to skyrocket in the wake of the US sanctions on Russia.

By Ali Mahmood



April / May 2022

Ukraine Crisis & Pakistan

66

imposed by the US on the National Bank 

of Pakistan, has had long delays and dif-

ficulties in keeping the IMF on board with 

its current programme, remains on the 

FATF grey list, and is at risk in its trade 

relationship with Europe (protected by 

GSP+), its biggest trading partner, if it 

steps too far out of line.

Pakistan looks to be $40-50 billion 

short in its dollar requirements this year, 

with the rising prices resulting from the 

Ukraine War. Will it be able to beg or bor-

row such a large amount from China? 

Imran Khan wants to maintain a balanced 

relationship with both Russia and the 

West. How to define a balanced relation-

ship in the context of a Pakistan depend-

ent on the largess of whoever is ready to 

give, whether China, America, Europe, 

or the oil-rich Gulf Arabs? Pakistan’s 

balanced relationship seems to have 

fallen between a rock and a hard place. 

The Business Recorder, in its headlines 

of March 8, 2022 stated “Government 

seeks $21 billion support from China.” 

The government is optimistic in expect-

ing so much from China, while the CPEC 

is falling behind because of broken com-

mitments as Pakistan defaults on its con-

tractual payments to the Chinese power 

plants and gives the Rs. 250 billion owed 

on this account to EHSAAS for handouts. 

At the same time, the government is giv-

ing up a similar amount in petroleum levy 

on the grounds that there is surplus tax 

collection. The priority given to winning 

voter approval rather than honouring 

contracts indicates that elections are not 

out of the question.

As the economic crisis grows, do-

mestic politics faces instability. Will the 

no-confidence move against the PTI gov-

ernment unseat Imran Khan, who in turn, 

threatens that he will be dangerous in op-

position? The economic situation is grave, 

with so little hope on the horizon that any 

incoming government will take the brunt 

of public anger in the terrible times that 

are coming. Even an interim government, 

till the elections, will attract hatred and 

its leaders will have no political future to 

look forward to. The establishment will 

have to tread carefully if it is to avoid op-

probrium so that Imran Khan and the 

PTI take the fall for the bad times. The 

establishment will stay clear of frontline 

politics.

Over the coming year, law and order 

is likely to break down as food becomes 

more expensive and poverty increases. 

After some months, blackouts or brown-

outs will reappear despite sufficient gen-

erating capacity, because, as has already 

happened in Sri Lanka, there will be 

no money to buy expensive oil and gas. 

Corruption will increase as more and 

more people decide to take the money 

and run. The State Bank will try to hold 

the value of the rupee through interven-

tion and selling of dollars. But this strat-

egy can only continue for as long as for-

eign reserves don’t run out. Finally, the 

State Bank will give up and let the market 

decide, after delaying the inevitable at 

the cost of burning our scarce reserves. 

Investors will start to redeem Roshan 

Digital dollar accounts yielding 7 percent, 

which will look unattractive compared 

with higher yields of 13-15 percent on 

Pakistani US dollar-denominated bonds 

and sukuks available in international 

markets. When the State Bank starts to 

pay off those existing Roshan Digital 

dollar accounts, the fall of the rupee will 

accelerate.

Nothing, not even bad times, last 

forever.  Finally, a solution will be found 

to the Ukraine crisis, but this will only 

be after the protagonists have inflicted 

enough pain on each other for sanity to 

prevail. The outcome will be determined 

not by who is right and who is wrong, but 

by who can take the pain longer. Before a 

war, countries feel rich, after a war coun-

tries are broke. At the start of a war, peo-

ple argue about right and wrong, after a 

war people think only of peace and secu-

rity. Peace is valued more by a people af-

ter they have suffered war.

What will happen to Pakistan? In the 

depths of despair, Pakistan will finally 

make the long overdue decision to build 

a nation rather than loot it. Authoritarian 

leaders will replace populist democrats. 

Leaders will turn from self-interest to 

service. Hard work will replace self-de-

ception, education and merit will again 

be respected, religious extremism and 

terrorism will be crushed, and the long 

struggle to escape the quicksand of the 

past will prevail. This is the only cure, but 

it could take decades of suffering before 

people see sense. Meanwhile we must en-

dure the bad times and await the future. n

Ukrainian expatriates in London protest outside Downing Street, calling for 
an aggressive Western response against Russia.

Imran Khan has an 
emotional antipathy 
to the West and 
resents being ordered 
what to do. But 
Pakistan’s economic 
survival is highly 
dependent on the 
IMF, EU, GSP+, and 
FATF, all of which are 
controlled by Europe 
and America.





Banking on
Ombudsman

Pakistanis should be knocking at the doors of the Federal and 
Provincial Ombudsman for free and speedy resolutions of their 

complaints. At the Ombudsman’s office, one does not have to 
engage a lawyer and the complaints have to be resolved

within 60 days

T

68 April / May 2022

By Nazim F. Haji

The writer is a

businessman, civil

rights activist and the 

former chief of the

Citizens-Police Liaison 

Committee (CPLC).
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President Arif Alvi has called for strengthening the role of the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib as a speedier and cheaper alternative to the courts.

An important aspect 
of the Federal 
Ombudsman
institutions is that an 
order once passed, 
cannot be challenged 
in any court of law 
and an appeal rests 
only with the 
President of Pakistan. 
So, virtually its
stature is equivalent 
to that of the Supreme 
Court.
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ar is a curious thing, but the 

term is nevertheless all en-

compassing. It involves con-

frontation on many dimen-

sions and not necessarily just a military 

conflict. The rationale for confrontation 

could be resource oriented or enhance-

ment of influence or even ideological 

aims, however, more often than not, it 

includes all three. These objectives are 

usually achieved at the cost of one’s ad-

versary. The usual method to this mad-

ness lies in the fact that whereas one indi-

vidual or group of belligerents set out to 

acquire goals they set for themselves, the 

other belligerents try to preserve, defend 

or contain whatever is being taken from 

them.

The confrontation can take place 

across a wide spectrum that includes di-

plomacy, economics, infrastructure, com-

munication, energy, and fuel. However, 

military conflict is the last rung in an 

inter-state escalatory ladder and yet it is 

the smallest component. The military 

comes into play when all else fails. Its aim 

is to cause sufficient pain to the adver-

sary to coerce him to acquiesce to one’s 

demands.

When engaged in a military strug-

gle, one finds that the conflict oscillates 

between total war and limited war. The 

former, at the theoretical level, in the ex-

treme case, implies the total destruction 

of every person before coming to a resolu-

tion. This is highly unlikely, since a stage 

is always arrived at when the losing side 

decides to surrender before it is totally an-

nihilated. Thus most military conflicts are 

limited to the extent till when a moment 

comes, where it is mutually decided to 

cease fire. This limit is determined by the 

side that surrenders.

The character of the war is deter-

mined by the method that is adopted by 

the two belligerents and could be asym-

metric, the tempo that determines swift 

or slow conduct, causality intense or 

space focused and manoeuvre-oriented 

as opposed to kinetic battles.

The nature of war is determined by 

the type of war-style that is adopted, i.e. 

low intensity, conventional, missile based, 

defensive or offensive, urban or rural etc. 

As such the Russo-Ukraine war must be 

seen in the context of how wars have been 

understood over the ages.

The war in Ukraine did not start in 

the last few weeks or a month ago. This 

war has been waiting to happen since 

2014, yet in many ways it goes back to 1991. 

When the Soviet Union disintegrated, the 

basic rationale for NATO was in question 

since its primary objective was to con-

tain the Soviet Union. Thus it listed sec-

Time for a New Order
A new world order is in the offing as NATO fights Russia till the last Ukrainian standing

W

Ukrainian urban warfare tactics have put their civilian areas in the line of 
fire.

By Lt. Gen. (R.) Tariq 
Khan HI(M)

The writer is a retired Lt. 

General of the Pakistan 

Army. He is noted for his 

services as the Commander 

of I Strike Corps at Mangla 

& Inspector General of the 

Frontier Corps.  

The war in Ukraine 
did not start in the 
last few weeks or a 
month ago. This war 
has been waiting to 
happen since 2014, 
yet in many ways it 
goes back to 1991.
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ondary roles such as ensuring peace in 

Europe and had even applied itself selec-

tively in some places at opportune times 

such as Kosovo to ensure that it remains 

relevant and seen as having a purpose. 

Nevertheless, NATO’s original member 

states in 1949 were 12 countries that ex-

panded to 15 countries with Turkey and 

Greece joining it in 1952 and to 17 coun-

tries when West Germany and Spain 

joined it later.

This slowly changed after the collapse 

of the Soviet Union in 1991 as many na-

tions that were in the Warsaw Pact were 

lured into NATO, expanding its member-

ship to 30 nations. This was despite the 

verbal assurance given to Russia by the 

US Secretary State, James Baker: “Not one 

inch eastward;” limiting the possibility of 

any NATO expansion.

Every nation has its sphere of in-

fluence depending on its capacity and 

Russia inherited this influence not from 

the Soviet Union but the Russian Empire 

since the 18th Century. With NATO med-

dling in the affairs of Eastern Europe, 

Russia was losing its sphere of influence 

and NATO forces were gradually creeping 

closer to Russian borders. Soon the West 

in general and the United States in par-

ticular began to influence Ukraine and 

attempted at getting it to become part of 

the EU and NATO. This was a direct threat 

to Russia.

Subsequently the West organised the 

‘Revolution of Dignity’ overthrowing a 

pro-Russian Government in Ukraine and 

installing a Western-friendly adminis-

tration. This led to uprisings in the South 

East of Ukraine in the ethnic Russian re-

gion of Donbass, comprising the two rebel 

states. The Donetsk People’s Republic and 

the Luhansk People’s Republic now de-

manded independence.

Russia also claimed that Crimea, 

which consisted of Sevastopol, one of the 

three warm water ports, had an ethnic 

Russian majority population, and was 

under threat by Ukraine at the behest 

of Western influence. Russia annexed 

Crimea in 2014, on the basis that it had al-

ways belonged to the Russian Empire and 

was merged with Ukraine by the Soviet 

Union for administrative purposes only 

and, as such, the transaction was neither 

legal nor recognisable. Based on its lan-

guage and ethnicity, Crimea was given in-

dependence and made into an independ-

ent republic. In 2013/4 civil war in Ukraine 

picked up against the Donbas Region, 

resulting in the Minsk Agreement which 

failed and led to the Minsk Agreement 2.

The Agreement was concluded on the 

Normandy Format by an informal group 

that included France, Germany, the Rebel 

States, Ukraine and Russia.

Both sides now claim that the Minsk 

Agreement was not implemented by the 

other and Russia used it as a casus belli to 

invade Ukraine with the objective of giv-

ing the Donbas Region its independence.

The Donbas Region allows an alter-

native connection to Crimea via land for 

Russia. The invasion of the Donbas Region 

by Russia was motivated by the alleged 

threat to Crimea by a NATO inspired plan, 

where Ukraine was being encouraged 

to re-annex the State, thereby denying 

Russia Sevastopol � a parking spot for its 

Black Sea Fleet.

Russia’s objectives are to create an 

independent zone in the Donbas region, 

allowing it land contiguity to Crimea and 

developing a buffer Zone between itself 

and Ukraine. Secondly, it wants Ukraine 

to announce its neutrality so it does not 

align with the EU or NATO. Ukraine is not 

willing to give up the Donbas region or 

declare neutrality. So now the nature of 

this war has become graduated and incre-

mental, swinging more and more towards 

total war as NATO looks to continue 

the conflict till the last Ukrainian. Thus, 

Russia is applying more and more pres-

sure to convince Ukraine to acquiesce. Till 

Ukraine does not come to terms, the war 

will continue.

The Ukrainians have decided that the 

nature of war would be urban and have 

thus exposed the civilian population to 

collateral damage. Having done so, the 

Ukrainians are exploiting this nature of 

war to accuse Russia of war crimes and 

genocide. Although these accusations re-

main notional till now, since there is no 

practical way in implementing anything 

against Russia, they still create a seem-

ingly legitimate cause to rally the world 

against Russia. Ukraine is also buying 

If Ukraine is
eventually going to 
accept Russian
conditions for a 
ceasefire, then it 
should do it sooner 
than later. Russia
has no intent of
occupying Ukrainian 
territory and would 
withdraw once its 
conditions are met.

A huge fire engulfed a fuel depot in Belgorod, Russia on April 1, 2022, which 
Russia claims was the result of a helicopter attack by Ukrainian forces.



April / May 2022

Russo-Ukrain War

73

time, hoping that resources and weapons 

systems arrive and that NATO will eventu-

ally declare a no-fly zone over the skies of 

Ukraine. This buying of time and fighting 

in the cities has swung the pendulum of 

the conflict more towards totality rather 

than being limited and civilian casual-

ties are mounting. If Ukraine is eventually 

going to accept Russian conditions for a 

ceasefire, then it should do so sooner than 

later. Russia has no intent of occupying 

Ukrainian territory and would withdraw 

once its conditions are met, however, 

what’s more important is that the unnec-

essary civilian casualties, destruction 

and displacement of people would cease. 

In the meanwhile, the West is egging the 

Ukrainians on to continue to fight, know-

ing very well what the likely outcome 

will be. Ukraine either does not seem to 

understand that it is being used to get to 

Russia or its leadership is deliberately 

towing the NATO line at the cost of its own 

country. In an analysis, it appears that the 

Russian offensive into Ukraine is actually 

a defensive manoeuvre triggered by the 

threat of NATO expansion.

Also the possibility of cutting off 

Crimea from Russia and denying Russia 

the warm waters of Sevastopol would 

make this a pre-emptive strike to deny 

NATO any military advantage detrimen-

tal to the Russian National Security. The 

West having been caught off guard did 

what they do best – put in a knee jerk re-

sponse leading to sanctions, cutting off 

Russia from financial integration and 

withdrawing businesses. These steps will 

soon create a global food crisis, fuel and 

energy issues, and a hit on the petro-dol-

lar financial system.

The United States’ centre of gravity 

lies in its Dollar Reserves and the interna-

tional status of the Dollar. As long as this 

is intact, it will go along with anything. 

That is why, democracy, as a US battle cry, 

is only when everything else is going their 

way but if it’s not, the US can live with dic-

tators, and extremists with equal ease.

The major effect of this war will be a 

shift away from the Dollar as the global 

reserve currency and the Chinese Yuan 

may gradually take over. Bullion trading 

may take over the Dollar economy sys-

tem. As it is, India is paying for fuel from 

Russia in Roubles as are the other coun-

tries. The Russian News Channels have 

been blocked and only one side of the pic-

ture is being fed to people.

The obsession with Ukrainian 

Casualties and suffering as being dis-

played by the Western Media has exposed 

their bias, given how they ignore the car-

nage Western forces and proxies have un-

leashed in Palestine, Kashmir, Libya, Syria 

and Iraq. This war will end soon. Russia 

will probably have the upper hand but 

China will emerge as the winner.

Whatever may be the future, one 

thing is certain, the Russo-Ukraine con-

flict has shaken up the globe in more ways 

than one and it will never be the same 

again. The world is shifting back to region-

al approaches as opposed to global ones. 

What happens or does not happen in a 

region will be determined by regional na-

tions and not by external parties any long-

er. A new world order will emerge where 

the East and the West will have defined 

lines separating one world from the other. 

It may take years to happen but western 

prejudices, phobias and biases will define 

this more than any political propriety.

The United Nations has outlived its 

utility and has managed to reduce itself 

into a debating club. It may end up being 

replaced by a more even-handed, unbi-

ased organisation that could act without 

that prejudice and political pressure that 

we see every other day. Maybe this leads 

to a fairer world where everyone would 

be equal and no one more equal than the 

other. One may even be accused of hoping 

for a world that can deal with the interna-

tional environment and climate change, 

famine and issues such as displaced peo-

ple on far more humane terms. n

The Russo-Ukraine 
world has shaken up 
the Globe in more 
ways than one and it 
will never be the same 
again. The world is 
shifting back to 
regional approaches 
as opposed to global 
ones.

Ukrainian soldiers huddle behind a tank as they engage Russian forces 
outside Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second largest city.
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January afternoon at the 

house, a few minutes’ walk 

from the tube station, an el-

egant woman welcomed me 

at the doorstep with a big smile. Perhaps I 

reminded her of someone she knew dur-

ing her Lahore days. After pleasantries, 

she asked me if I would like something, but 

the sentence was left unfinished. I was not 

sure whether it was an invitation for tea or 

lunch. It was one in the afternoon and I im-

agine she was offering me a cup of soup.

‘What do you have,’ I asked.

Well, I can offer you scotch or gin,’ she 

replied.

I was a bit taken aback. I had come 

prepared for an interview and a drink 

on the rocks was not my idea of focusing 

on the topic. I declined, she smiled again 

and just said. ‘All Pakistani communists 

started drinking before noon and they 

loved scotch, neat.’ This was a delightful 

comment, welcoming and absolutely true. 

After all, she had known them all!”

When a researcher, with a plethora of 

foreign degrees, showcases a superficial, 

traditional, and narrow-minded reading 

of Communists, it raises a question on the 

author, Kamran Asdar Ali’s ideological 

and intellectual might. The problem actu-

ally lies in his absolute agreement with an 

ill-informed, gross misrepresentation of 

Pakistani Communists.

Presently, neither does the Communist 

Party exists nor the card-holder Marxists. 

However, for decades rivals accuse many 

comrades of being ‘atheists, immoral, and 

drunkards.’ And the aforementioned an-

ecdote reinforces this allegation.

When Surkh Salam — originally writ-

ten in English — was translated in Urdu, I 

read it keenly, and the book took me down 

memory lane. It not only reignited memo-

ries but the history of leftist politics swept 

my mind.

Countless books have been written 

on Pakistan’s founding party, the Muslim 

League and its leader Quaid-e-Azam 

Muhammed Ali Jinnah, but we find a pal-

try amount of books published about the 

anti-Muslim League parties, nationalists, 

and progressive political forces. There 

are scattered accounts about the parties 

that opposed the Muslim League, such 

as the Awami Muslim League, the Awami 

League, the Azad Pakistan Party and the 

National Awami Party, though a large 

amount of memoirs and biographies have 

been written about the ebb and flow of the 

Communist Party of Pakistan (CPP) and 

leftist movements in the country.

The Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case, 

which led to the ban on the Communist 

Party, has been captured terrifically by 

Major (retired) Ishaque. Abd-ur-Rauf 

Malik, Sardar Shaukat Ali, Tufail Abbas, 

Abdullah Malik and Professor Jamal 

Naqvi’s writings, also provide a lot of infor-

mation and illustrate divisions within the 

Communist Party.

But at least this student of politics 

hasn’t come across any book that could 

be called a comprehensive recollection of 

the CPP’s history, even though, the Indian 

Communist Party’s history has been com-

plied in various volumes.

In Pakistan, it was undoubtedly, Syed 

Sibte Hassan, a pioneer Party card-holder, 

who could have written an accurate his-

tory of the Communist Party since his 

works including, Musa se Marx Tak, Maazi 

Ke Mazaar, Naveed-e-Fikr, hold biblical sta-

tus in the realm of ideological texts. If only, 

he had penned it, students and comrades 

like me would have gained an authen-

tic understanding of the challenges, toils 

and struggles, as well as mistakes of the 

Pakistani Communists, which could have 

been passed on to the coming generations.

I won’t hesitate to claim that since 1970, 

I have had the honour of staying in the 

company of a long list of Marxists whose 

names I must mention: Syed Sibte Hassan, 

Dr. Sher Afzal Malik, Dr. Haroon Ahmed, 

Dr. Muhammad Sarwar, Sobho Giyan 

Chandani, Minhaj Muhammad Khan 

A window into the ups and downs of the 
Communist Party of Pakistan and the arduous struggle of 

its Comrades

“A

Surkh Salam

Author: Kamran Asdar Ali

Urdu Translation: Nadeem Akhtar

Publisher: Maktab-e-Danyal

Pages: 459

Price: Rs. 950
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Burna, Mairaj Muhammad Khan, Sher 

Muhammad Marri, Afrasiyab Khattak, 

Prof. Jamal Naqvi, Abid Hasan Minto, 

Abdullah Malik, Prof. Amin Mughal, Dr. 

Eqbal Ahmed, and Dr. Feroze Ahmed. 

And some of these comrades had never 

touched liquor, or even if others did, it was 

only after sunset. 

It’s an interesting coincidence that 

the Urdu version of this book has been 

published by Maktab-e-Danyal, estab-

lished by Malik Noorani, who was a close 

friend of Sajjad Zaheer and a sympathiser 

of the Communist Party. Malik Noorani’s 

wife was one of the leaders of the par-

ty’s Anjuman-e-Jamoohriat Khawateen. 

When Sajjad Zaheer went into hiding, he 

would stay at Malik Noorani’s place. Now 

Noorani’s daughter, Hoori Noorani, runs 

Maktab-e-Danyal. She might remember 

that in her childhood, comrades from 

the National Students Federation (NSF), 

including myself would visit her home 

— an apartment at the Club Road — after 

day-long sloganeering. We would have tea 

there, then dinner and sometimes would 

stay for study circles conducted by senior 

comrades till late at night.

Moving on, I do feel that I might have 

been slightly unfair to Kamran Asdar 

and his treasure trove work but how can 

I ignore and let go the brazen allegation of 

John Afzal, whose husband, Afzal Khan, 

was arrested for a few years after the ban 

on the Communist Party. Later he fled to 

London. This accusation blatantly down-

plays the prolonged ideological and in-

tellectual struggle of a large number of 

comrades and activists, who served long 

sentences; all of them put their future and 

families at stake and some turned into cer-

ebral patients or died wretched deaths, 

while never having indulged in a luxury 

such as drinking alcohol. One of the stars 

of the Communist struggle in Pakistan, 

Hasan Nasir, was tortured to death.

In the beginning of the book, Kamran 

Asdar Ali shared a note of thanks span-

ning 11 pages. One must admit that the au-

thor conducted extensive research and a 

large number of interviews in various cit-

ies for days. The most important chapter 

is on the events from 1940-47 and then 

up till the ban of the Communist Party in 

1954. Most importantly, he mentions the 

Calcutta Congress, where details related 

to the Communist Party have been made 

public for the first time.

Another extremely important chap-

ter is the one in which the author de-

scribes Hasan Nasir’s murder in Lahore’s 

Shahi Qila.

Research on the Communist Party is 

an uphill task. After the formation of the 

party in Pakistan in 1948, comrades from 

Pakistan and those coming from India, 

were on the run and in hiding (‘under-

ground’ as it was dubbed in the party cir-

cles) for years.

The major reason for the ban of the 

Communist Party was the Rawalpindi 

Conspiracy Case, on which Faiz Ahmed 

Faiz wrote a couplet:

Woh baat saare fasaane mein jis ka 

zikr na tha

Who baat unko buhat nagawar guzri 

hai

Surely, meetings between the 

Communist Party members and the mili-

tary officers were not mere cocktail par-

ties, it was decided by the Party’s Central 

Committee that Syed Sajjad Zaheer would 

meet General Akbar Khan and his col-

leagues, who were extremely upset with 

the way the Muslim League government 

agreed to the ceasefire in the disputed 

Kashmir region. This displeasure made 

sense as under General Akbar Khan, sol-

diers and tribal volunteers were only five 

kilometres away from Srinagar, which 

was waiting for them with arms wide 

open. It remains mired in controversy 

whether Pakistan’s then incumbent gov-

ernment, could have pushed in that di-

rection, but it is a fact that a statesman 

like Jawaharlal Nehru rushed to the UN in 

panic, while the Maharaja of Kashmir ran 

away to Delhi.

The Muslim Conference’s leader, 

Sardar Abdul Qayyum, confessed in a 

meeting with the scribe that it was the 

first and last effort towards freeing the oc-

Research on the 
Communist Party is 
an uphill task. After 
the formation of the 
party in Pakistan in 
1948, comrades from 
Pakistan and those 
coming from India, 
were on the run and 
in hiding for years. 
The major reason for 
the ban of the 
Communist Party was 
the Rawalpindi 
Conspiracy Case.

Hasan Nasir, who was tortured to 
death in Lahore’s Shahi Qila.

Three leftist pioneers, Syed Sibte Hassan, Dr. M. Sarwar and Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz sharing a light moment. 
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cupied territories but British 

officer Gracy and his counter-

parts pressurised Pakistan’s ci-

vilian and military leadership 

to compel General Akbar Khan 

to recall the army and tribal 

volunteers from the Kashmir 

mission. It is also intriguing 

how the Pakistani civilian and 

military leadership — propped 

up by the United States — could 

ignore the conspiracy con-

cocted by the Communist 

Party and the military officials.

After imprisonment and 

acquittal of comrades post 

Rawalpindi Conspiracy Case 

and especially Communist 

Party’s Secretary General Sajjad Zahir’s 

exile to India in 1955, even if there was a 

party framework, Kamran Asdar Ali’s 

book doesn’t shed light on it. The author, 

despite having researched for decades, 

couldn’t succeed in mentioning who held 

the position of the acting secretary after 

Sajjad Zaheer’s exit and even if the Party’s 

organisational structure didn’t exist, who 

gave others the right to run the Party clan-

destinely in Sindh, Punjab and the former 

NWFP.

Let’s accept that due to strict restric-

tions and hardships, the entire Party’s 

network and those assuming responsibili-

ties, were working in a clandestine man-

ner. However, after General Zia-ul Haq’s 

Martial Law, the unannounced ban on 

the Communist Party was lifted and the 

comrades who were on the run for al-

most three decades, began their activities 

openly. Comrades such as China-leaning 

Tufail Abbas, Mairaj Muhammad Khan 

and Moscow-leaning Professor Jamal 

Naqvi and Jam Saqi could have been inter-

viewed for an accurate account of those 

times.

The CPP’s ‘underground’ history can-

not be written without conversations 

with eyewitnesses to the struggle. It is also 

necessary to consider whether those in-

terviewed are genuine and committed 

sources or not. Sorry to say, Kamran Asdar 

Ali interviewed almost 200 comrades, 

their children and their sympathisers, but 

many of them have either been deviants 

or considered as dubious sources.

Syed Sibte Hassan’s book Mughnie 

Aatish-e-Nasaf: Sajjad Zaheer, complied 

by Jaffer Ahmed, has honestly articulated 

the Communist Party’s formation in 1948, 

its ban after the Rawalpindi Conspiracy 

Case, the release of its Secretary Sajjad 

Zaheer in 1955 and then his depar-

ture to India. This is because Syed Sibte 

Hassan’s writings are considered author-

ity amongst comrades. Surely, Kamran 

Asdar Ali benefitted from this piece of 

work, and yet he did not mention what 

happened to the unfortunate party and 

its depleted comrades later. He’s perhaps 

unaware that the real conflict started af-

ter Sajjad Zaheer left for India.

After Hasan Nasir’s death in custody 

there was an atmosphere of fear, due to 

which many of the Party’s card-holders ei-

ther left the country and lived cushioned 

lives abroad or they compromised and be-

came informants and self-professed lead-

ers of the Party.

The Party’s division be-

came evident in 1967-68 and 

this writer — then in his first 

year of university and part of 

the Moscow-leaning group 

— was an eyewitness to these 

events and the formation of 

factions.

The situation of the China-

leaning faction of the party 

was clear. When a large-scale 

people’s movement com-

prising students and labour 

emerged, the majority of its 

leadership and followers either 

joined Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s 

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 

or the National Awami Party’s 

(NAP) Bhashani group.

The yesteryear leaders of the 

Communist Party’s student wing — the 

Democratic Students Federation (DSF) 

— Dr. Muhammad Sarwar, Dr. Haroon 

Ahmed, Dr. Adeeb Rizvi and then Dr. Sher 

Afzal Malik and Dr. Mehboob, had com-

pleted their political innings in the 1970s. 

However, their student protégés had 

taken hold of the DOW Medical College’s 

Moscow wing.

Although it is a misfortune that the 

Moscow-leaning party was divided into 

two. Dr. Sher Afzal Malik, Dr. Mehboob 

and B.M Kutty had reservations against 

the party’s original heirs, such as, Imam 

Ali Nazish, Professor Jamal Naqvi and 

Sain Azizullah. Frankly, the true Moscow-

leaning party was that of Imam Ali Nazish 

and Jamal Naqvi.

Recently, I learnt from Juma Khan 

Sufi’s  — the Communist Party’s represent-

ative who stayed in exile in Afghanistan 

for years — book Faraib-e-Natmam that 

Moscow had given Imam Ali Nazish’s par-

ty the official status, which was being run 

by Professor Jamal Naqvi.

After the PIA hijacking episode in 

1980, remnants of the Party were treated 

cruelly, leading to Nazeer Abbasi’s death 

and its two main leaders, Jamal Naqvi and 

Jam Saqi, being imprisoned for six years. 

Both Naqvi and Saqi have written about 

why and how they quit the party in their 

books.

In the end, Kamran Asdar Ali must be 

applauded for his great effort in compiling 

the Communist Party’s history up till 1955. 

However, the infighting, division, and di-

lution of the party merits a second and up-

dated edition of the book.   n
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In less than a decade since his debut novel, The 

Prisoner, Omar Shahid Hamid, has made a mark for 

himself among the lovers of South Asian English-

language Literature. Since his first novel, published 

in 2013, Hamid has written four more novels, which 

is kind of a feat in itself, given the fact that the au-

thor is one of the most decorated police officers in a 

crime and terrorism-infested country like Pakistan. 

But perhaps it is the very nature of his job which 

provides him much of the raw material to develop 

his works of fiction. One main question in the minds 

of many of his fans remains how he strikes a balance 

between his creative endeavours and professional 

life? After all, writing requires solitude, while for po-

lice work, one has to be a man of action.

It would perhaps be clichéd to say that Hamid 

has seen life in all its bitterness, crudity and chal-

lenges during his police job. He, himself, had to un-

dergo a personal tragedy at a young age when his 

father, Shahid Hamid, a bureaucrat and managing 

director of the KESC, now K-Electric, was murdered 

in the teeming city of Karachi in July 1997. However, 

the young writer has not allowed his personal trag-

edy to reflect in his writing. And like his father, the 

professional work has put Hamid’s life in danger 

scores of time, and even now he remains on the hit-

list of shadowy terrorist groups.

Hamid went for his undergraduate to University 

of Kent, Canterbury and did his first masters from 

the University College London (UCL). Then he 

did a second masters from the London School of 

Economics (LSE). His degrees are in law and criminal 

justice policy. A degree in criminal justice was a mid-

career endeavour, more relevant to his profession.  

Currently, Hamid is serving on an important as-

signment in Balochistan. Narratives Magazine talks 

to this prolific writer to shed more light on his liter-

ary undertakings.  
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hy do you write? And why 

fiction?

I think non-fiction is a dif-

ficult genre to master as a dis-

cipline. Obviously, one has to fact check, 

and look at it again and again. Fiction is 

much more creative and relaxing. You 

may say it’s cathartic. The other thing 

I’ve always felt is that by stating things in 

a fictitious setting, (one) can reach a far 

wider circle of readers. For instance, I got 

a lot of comments about my fist book The 

Prisoner which talks about police and 

law and order.  Had I written a non-fiction 

book on how the police work in Karachi 

and across Pakistan, it would’ve been read 

by only a few. But when you write a nov-

el, you can cater to a wider readership… it 

opens your works up to a lot more people.

To reach a far larger audience, do 

you intend to translate your books in 

Urdu?

I myself don’t have command over the 

Urdu language, but I was approached by 

a publisher and in fact the translation of 

my first book, The Prisoner, has just been 

completed. Hopefully, it will come out 

in the next four to five months. And that 

on its own will be interesting because if 

you publish in Urdu, it’s a whole different 

readership. I’m very curious to see the re-

sponse. A lot of my colleagues in the po-

lice — especially from the lower ranks — 

often said that your books could be more 

accessible to us if they were in Urdu.

What kind of response do you 

generally get on your writings from 

your colleagues in the police?

Generally, it has been overwhelming-

ly positive. A lot of people have said that 

it’s good to convey the point-of-view of the 

police across, especially with the earlier 

books. But I don’t mean to write a propa-

ganda piece. And if you read The Prisoner, 

especially, it doesn’t necessarily present 

the police in a positive outlook. It’s just a 

realistic perspective. People appreciate 

that they get a realistic kind of look into 

the lives of police officers in Karachi and 

in Pakistan.

When did you realise that you 

want to write, and become a police 

officer? Was it an epiphany of sorts?

I was never one of those people who, 

when they’re very young, had planned 

what they would want to do. It just hap-

pened. I stumbled upon it.

What’s your writing process like?

I like to write about different things. 

I like to keep challenging myself. My first 

three books were crime thrillers. Then 

I slightly diverted the path, and wrote 

about cricket match-fixing, which also re-

volved around the women’s cricket team, 

while my book Betrayal, is a spy thriller. 

The way I take up stories is that I may ran-

domly come across something in a news 

clipping, it starts with an abstract idea 

and then I grow that abstract idea into a 

plot line and flesh out characters. Earlier, 

when I wrote my books, obviously I drew 

a lot from personal experiences and of my 

colleagues in the police. But now, as I keep 

writing, I keep expanding horizons and 

try to come up with new and interesting 

things to write.

How do you manage to be so pro-

lific? You have written five books in a 

span of almost 9 years?

I haven’t written in the past five 

months or so, but generally I have been 

lucky enough to be prolific. I think it’s one 

of those things with me, since I’ve started 

writing it’s been cathartic; it has got to the 

point where I feel the need to write, and if 

I don’t write, it feels like something is miss-

ing. It’s like exercise, if you’ve not done it, 

you feel a little off. I don’t try to reserve a 

time slot for it but I do try to block time out 

for writing.

Writing, especially fiction, re-

quires a certain sense of idealism, 

creativity, but then you are in the po-

A Writer & an Officer
“There has never been a clash of my creative world with my professional world”

W

The launch of Omar Shahid Hamid’s book ‘The Party Worker’ at the Karachi 
Literature Festival. 

By Gulrukhsar Mujahid

The writer is an Editorial

Assistant at Narratives 

Magazine.
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lice force where your work is rooted 

in practicality. Do you think there is a 

conflict between the two roles?

I don’t necessarily think that you need 

idealism (to write). I don’t agree idealism 

is required for creativity. Creativity can 

have an effect due to your profession. I 

don’t think it’s mutually exclusive, in fact, 

I’ve always found that my job has helped 

to open up this world of stories for me 

that I keep using and fictionalizing. It con-

stantly gives you new ideas.

But am I a realist and a gritty sort 

of a writer? I say yes. Perhaps you could 

also argue that it is a genre on its own. 

I’m willing to try out different themes. 

For instance, in The Fix, I went into a dif-

ferent direction, a female-centric book 

around match fixing. Even Betrayal is a 

departure from my previously published 

books on crime thrillers. Moreover, the 

book I’m currently writing is a political 

satire. Which would also be a departure 

from my previous books. I think changing 

things up in that way keeps you fresh as a 

writer.

There has never been a clash of my 

creative world with my professional 

world.

If you’re writing books about pol-

itics, crime, spies or a political satire, 

is there a need to be apolitical when 

writing novels, does it matter?

If you look at works of various novel-

ists, I don’t think anyone has been apo-

litical, any of the great classic writers. 

So, I don’t think I can say that I’m apoliti-

cal. And I don’t think that has ever been 

a problem as far as writing is concerned, 

in that sense; if someone has a political 

point of view, I don’t think it’s a bad thing. 

In my case, if you ask me personally, I 

have always tried to portray those sort of 

worlds in which, whether it is policing or 

religious groups, political urban parties 

or whatever, I try to depict the world as it 

is or was. Some people have said that you 

have taken pot shots at the MQM in The 

Party Worker. My response to that; I don’t 

think that it’s taking pot shots. If you ask 

citizens of Karachi, who have lived in the 

city for the past 40 years or so, they will all 

say that these things happened. I also feel 

if you talk about writing about Karachi, as 

a novelist, and you leave out this incred-

ibly massive party, you’re ignoring the 

middle years when looking at the history 

of Karachi.

I have noticed that your characters 

are in the shades of grey which is quite 

interesting.

You’re right, like in The Party Worker 

and in all my books, I try to paint my char-

acters in greys.

One of the best compliments I have 

received is that we actually felt sympa-

thy for the target killer and thought that 

was fantastic because it is very easy to 

portray him as evil incarnate but when 

you kind of put on these human shades 

on your characters, layers of humanity 

and emotions, the characters come out 

much more interesting. We understand 

where the character is coming from. You 

may not agree with it or their actions, but 

you may understand to a certain extent, 

sympathise.

That’s interesting, though your fa-

ther was murdered by a target killer 

and that’s a very personal tragedy. 

How did you still manage to empa-

thise with the target killer in your 

book?

Perspective and distance from the 

tragedy is important. Maybe I wouldn’t 

have been able to write, immediately after 

the incident had taken place. Therefore, 

I wrote these a couple of years after my 

father’s death — roughly after 10 to 15 

years. And that has played a great role, 

but you’ve got to be able to look at people 

who may have totally different points of 

view and you’ve got to be able to consider 

where, what makes it tick. That comes a lot 

from my professional training as one of 

the jobs of a police officer is to be a mini-

quasi psychologist. Because you’re deal-

ing with all kinds of human beings, all the 

time.

Which character is closest to you, 

if you have to pick one?

Honestly, none. That has never been 

a consideration. I have never consciously 

If you look at works
of various novelists, I 
don’t think anyone 
has been apolitical, 
any of the great
classic writers. So, I 
don’t think I can say 
that I’m apolitical. 

Five spectacular 
books by the author, 
written in a span of 
less than a decade.
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modelled a character on myself. 

Unconsciously or subconsciously, 

elements of my personality may 

have been there in some charac-

ters, but never intentionally.

What was the most chal-

lenging book for you to write?

The most challenging book 

was probably, The Fix. Reason be-

ing, I pushed myself, because one 

of the criticisms which I had re-

ceived was that in the first three 

books, female characters were 

not as strong as they should have 

been. That’s a fair point. Although, 

I would say that the first three 

books were about worlds where a 

strong female wouldn’t have natu-

rally flowed because those worlds 

are male-centric.

Was there a different writing pro-

cess when you were writing female 

characters?

That’s interesting, I didn’t think about 

it consciously. I don’t know a proper way 

of a male writer, writing about female 

characters but what I tried to focus on was 

their motivations and placing myself in 

their shoes.

Which books have inspired you, 

any authors that you look up to?

Before I started writing fiction, I didn’t 

read much of it. I was more of a history fan, 

narrative history, but I’ve always appreci-

ated fiction writers who are able to trans-

port you into a world of their own so when 

you’re reading their books, you’re in a 

zone where you can smell, taste and touch 

the characters they’ve created.

Do you think in this digital age, 

the mode of writing and storytelling 

has changed, would you like to med-

dle with different mediums perhaps?

Yes, it is quite challenging because 

you have to hold on to the attention of 

people who are used to reading things 

that are much shorter, but I think this is 

a challenge writers have had for a long 

time. Every time there is technological ad-

vancement, these questions come up for 

writers, will books be able to survive?

But I would admit, it is tough because 

you always have to be on your toes. One 

of my primary jobs as a writer is to be a 

good storyteller irrespective of the me-

dium or the depleting attention span. If 

there’s a good story, it will resonate with 

the readers. People will read if the book is 

gripping.

There is a perception about South 

Asian writers that they are cater-

ing to a western audience and when 

they’re writing about Pakistan, there 

is a sense of superficial depiction of 

the country and its people. Your take 

please?

You know I don’t think that any writ-

er starts out thinking that I’m going to 

write this for an audience for instance in 

London, but I do think, with reference to 

the Pakistani writers who write in English 

— the pioneers — they did and have spent 

a large portion of their lives in the West. 

So, they were kind of looking back at the 

Pakistan they knew of, from a distance. 

Therefore, I think this allegation arose; 

moreover, a lot of the younger lot say that 

these writers don’t resonate with us be-

cause these authors can’t relate with 

the world they’re living in. I think 

I’ve never done that; my writing is 

grounded in the world as it is today, 

therefore, I don’t think anyone has 

made that assertion about me.

Do you think a police officer 

can be neutral? Like they say 

about the KPK police that it’s 

an independent security force, 

portraying a positive image?

I won’t comment about the KPK 

police because I have never served 

there, I can’t speculate.

When you ask if a police of-

ficer is politically neutral, there 

are two things that need to be ad-

dressed. If you look at policing in a 

theoretical sense, it is a profession 

wherever you are whether you’re 

in Washington D.C, Lahore, or in New 

Delhi, you’re serving amidst the political 

sphere so there is always going to be a de-

gree of politics in policing. The New York 

Police Commissioner is fundamentally 

an official who is selected by a political 

party, the Mayor, but when we talk about 

policing as being politically neutral, in 

our context, then we think in the opera-

tional sense which should always be the 

case. The police should not be bound by 

any kind of political considerations while 

investigating a case or carrying out their 

professional duties. Over the years, in our 

history, typical exigencies have been such 

that there may not have been a case which 

is 100 percent politically neutral.

Are you completely satisfied with 

how the police force is functioning in 

Pakistan? Are there any reforms that 

need to be brought about?

Police reforms are something that is 

almost constantly being spoken about but 

I think the nature of reforms is such that 

they can’t be constant since we as a soci-

ety are continuously evolving. Pakistan 

is not the same way today that it was in 

2001 when I entered service. I think it is 

very important to keep that process of re-

form on. With regards to the police perfor-

mance, I can’t comment on police perfor-

mance across Pakistan. Though I will say 

that a police force is reflective of the socie-

ty that it is placed in whatever the positive 

or negative nature of that society may be. 

So, if you have a society that has systemic 

problems, you will have police forces hav-

ing systemic problems. Can they do bet-

ter? Sure. Absolutely. n

Mr. Hamid reading an excerpt from his 
best-selling book ‘The Prisoner.’

One of my primary 
jobs as a writer is to 
be a good storyteller 
irrespective of the 
medium or the 
depleting attention 
span. If there’s a good 
story, it will resonate 
with the readers. 
People will read if the 
book is gripping.
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ts Saturday night at home, din-

ner is finished, and our fam-

ily automatically gravitates to-

wards our individual comfort 

spots encircling our radio. Nine p.m. and 

the characteristic theme music of Studio 

Number Nau (9) booms throughout the 

room and the excitement is tangible. This 

was a big part of our lives in the 1960s, in 

Karachi. 

Though a significant part of the 

Western world had already been taken 

over by television, Pakistan well into the 

60s remained dominated by radio. As 

such, the quality of programming that the 

country produced was par none, as the 

focus of other nations had already moved 

towards television material. 

I clearly remember tuning in to The 

Listener’s Choice that was broadcast twice 

a day — once around midday and once 

at night. For those 30 minutes, we got to 

hear our favourite English pop songs. The 

show was hosted by Edward Carapiet and 

was a way of sending birthday greetings 

and dedicating songs to our friends and 

family. The internet was barely an initial 

thought at the time, and thus this was our 

means of ‘shouting out’ to our loved ones 

and having bragging rights the next day at 

school etc.

This was the time of Cliff Richard, 

Elvis Presley, Lulu, Helen Shapiro, Jim 

Reeves, Trini Lopez and many more. Just 

like social media is the mechanism to 

measure popularity today, the higher the 

number of song dedications you received 

were equivalent to your becoming ‘vi-

ral.’  What was even more significant for 

us three sisters was that these songs con-

nected us back to our lives in Australia.

By the early 60s, most of Australia had 

already moved on to television being the 

new nucleus in the family.  So coming back 

to Pakistan, we were reintroduced to the 

importance of radio.  The calibre of shows 

that we were able to listen to, however, 

never made us feel as if we were missing 

out.

The weekends were when the most 

popular Urdu shows were broadcast. 

Hamid Mian Ke Haan was a must every 

Sunday morning at 8.30, where the au-

dience peeked into the happenings tak-

ing place in a typical middle-class fam-

ily. Later on Sundays at 11 am, Bachoun 

Ka Programme was also a regular feature 

of many households. Hosted by Zafar 

Siddiqui and Muni Baji, they kept their 

Those were the Days...
A look at the glory days of Pakistani radio and live theatre

I

By Seema Faruqui

The writer is a

Kuwait-based Pakistani 

educationist, who has 

passed on her love for 

science to generations of 

youth and inspired many 

to take up the study of

environmental science.

Though a significant 
part of the Western 
world had already 
been taken over by 
television, Pakistan 
well into the 60s 
remained dominated 
by radio. As such,
the quality of
programming that 
the country produced 
was par none.

Three leading voices of the heydays of Radio Pakistan: Mahmood Ali 
(sitting extreme left), S. M. Saleem (Centre) and Zafar Siddiqui (extreme right). 
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young audience entranced with stories, 

short skits and the performances of tal-

ented children. 

Zafar Siddiqui was my mother’s eldest 

brother and doted on me, the eldest girl 

within the next generation. Most people 

had access to his story-telling via the ra-

dio, but I was lucky enough to have him re-

gale me with bedtime stories every night. 

He took on the part of the characters he 

was describing and whether he was act-

ing out the part of hero or villain, animal 

or man, his dramatic persona and range 

would leave me spellbound. He knew all 

the traditional children’s stories and fur-

ther made up many of his own.  We were 

even more fortunate as beyond his com-

pany, we were able to interact with many 

of the senior actors who were his col-

leagues as they would attend most of our 

family events and celebrations. The love 

was such that on many an occasions they 

even performed variety shows to enter-

tain our guests and make each event more 

memorable than the last. It is like yester-

day when a young Moin Akhtar and Agha 

Sarwar took to the stage and kept the au-

dience in a continuous state of laughter.

Just as Pakistanis have been proud of 

the production level of our TV Dramas 

for the last 40 years, at the time Radio 

Pakistan Karachi made us proud as a 

source of high-quality dramas. This was 

largely thanks to Zulfiqar Ali Bukhari, 

the Director General of Radio Pakistan. 

With his beautifully modulated voice and 

love for drama, he produced, penned and 

performed in plays as well. His portrayal 

of both the father and the son in the play 

Light House Key Muhafiz was remem-

bered and talked about for months.

A much awaited time of year was the 

annual drama festival, Jashn-e-Tamseel, 

where a different play was broadcast 

every night for seven consecutive days.  

The plays garnered such interest that it 

was common for people to purposely re-

arrange schedules so that they could get 

home in time to tune in. The usual bus-

tling city would shut down with the shops 

closing early and very little traffic on the 

road. That was the power of drama in the 

golden era of Radio Pakistan.

 Studio Number Nau was another 

programme which could be depended 

on for brilliance. Performers such as 

S.M Saleem, Mahmoud Ali, Abdul Majid, 

Zafar Siddiqui, Fatima Khanum, Humaira 

Naeem, Ibrahim Nafees, Mughal Bashar, 

Sahab Qazilbash, Irfan Ali, Qayyum Arif, 

and others always kept their audiences 

glued to the radio till the very end. As time 

passed these senior artists were joined 

by other unforgettable artistes like Talat 

Hussain, Sajida Syed, Qazi Wajid, Rehana 

Siddiqui, Talat Sidiqui and kept alive the 

magic, making the show one of the most 

popular and most awaited drama series in 

the history of Radio Pakistan.

These very same artists were also the 

ones who brought magic to live theatre, 

an integral part of Karachi’s vibrant cul-

tural scene. Famous stage plays like Mirza 

Ghalib Bunder Road Pe, Lal Qila Saay 

Lalu Khait and Taleem-e-Blighhan were 

staged at the Theosophical Hall situated 

across the road from Radio Pakistan. The 

impression left by watching one of these 

plays was something one could never for-

get. The dialogue delivery, body language, 

and costumes of the actors on stage were 

so powerful they would leave the audi-

ence spellbound.

The same could be said for plays 

staged in English such as the ones that 

were staged by Javed Jabbar and a group 

of his friends, from Karachi University, 

who presented Julius Caesar and two hi-

larious American comedies; You Can’t 

Take it With You and The Man Who Came 

To Dinner.  A few years later they staged 

The Promise, a three-character Russian 

play, including Hasan Jawad. Watching 

those incredible plays left a lasting im-

Studio Number Nau 
was another
programme which 
could be depended on 
for brilliance. 
Performers such as 
S.M Saleem, 
Mahmoud Ali, Abdul 
Majid ... and others 
always kept their 
audiences glued to the 
radio till the very end.

The father of Radio Pakistan: Z. A. 
Bukhari. 

The golden days of ‘Studio Number Nau.’
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pression on a younger audience, with 

dreams of one day duplicating their suc-

cess with the same elegance.

We were fortunate that being St 

Josephines, we were given opportuni-

ties to give our inner dramatists full rein. 

Throughout our school and college days, 

we were encouraged to take part in elo-

cution competitions, debates and plays. 

Our English teachers encouraged us to 

improve our oratory and debating skills 

and inter-school competitions were held 

where students from our school would 

compete with students from our sister 

schools of St Patrick and St Paul and The 

Karachi Grammar School. Participating in 

such debates, including the rush of best-

ing our main rivals from Grammar School, 

are some of my treasured memories. 

Looking back, it’s funny how some 

people stick out more than others. 

Benazir Bhutto, a Grammarian, was one 

of the talented debaters that took the 

podium at our auditorium. Little did we 

know then that we were watching history 

in the making! Two of Asif Ali Zardari’s 

sisters were students at St Josephs at that 

time and I am sure that they did not know 

they were watching their future sister-

in-law debating on stage. Whether at the 

diplomacy table, business negotiations 

in meeting rooms, or on stage in front of 

large audiences, the skills instilled and 

developed through those programmes 

helped many a student be successful in 

their later careers.

In terms of drama itself, St Joseph’s 

College had two main dramatic events 

each year including the inter year compe-

tition. There we were encouraged to hone 

our talents and those who loved to act and 

direct would undertake to put on plays. 

In my second year of college, our group 

staged a mime of Cinderella where I got 

the opportunity to put all my acting skills 

to work as one of the ugly sisters. Oh the 

excitement of preparing for that competi-

tion! The endless practices, the costume 

fittings and the continuous laughter and 

camaraderie is something that one can 

never forget. Our take on the story had the 

sisters and the stepmother interpret their 

roles as comedians resulting in a lot of au-

dience laughter and the first prize.

 The other main dramatic event of 

note was the Annual Drama. For me the 

most unforgettable was the production of 

George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man. 

Being an all-girls college we had to take on 

the roles of men as well. The audience was 

captivated by Nazli Jamil as the cynical 

Captain Bluntschli and Sahira Ansari as 

the dashing Segius Saranof.  Both of these 

portrayals were amazing and received a 

standing ovation. These two girls were the 

shining light of our college and we fresh-

men idolized them. Sahira went on to 

greater things in the arenas of acting and 

directing when she joined PTV and soon 

achieved great fame in her chosen line of 

work and eventually married her co-star 

Rahat Kazmi, becoming Sahira Kazmi. 

Looking back, the fond and treasured 

memories that we had of us being ‘stars 

on stage’ are then somewhat dampened 

as I remember that there were also a lot 

of rules that had to be adhered to. I was 

one of those who would have loved to 

have taken to the stage, but I adhered to 

family expectations and studied science.  

However, I found my happy compromise 

when I became a teacher which gave me a 

routine of having a captive audience mul-

tiple times a day. I’ve been blessed with 

the best of both worlds, being a respected 

teacher and performing before a live audi-

ence and having the creative space to in-

spire and perform.  n

The skills and talent of artists like 
Talat Hussain drove the immense 
popularity of ‘Studio Number Nau.’

Famous stage plays 
like Mirza Ghalib 
Bunder Road Pe were 
staged at the 
Theosophical Hall 
situated across the 
road from Radio 
Pakistan. The
dialogue delivery, 
body language, and 
costumes of the actors 
on stage were so
powerful they would 
leave the audience 
spellbound.

A scene from Khawaja Moeen’s 
famous stage play ‘Mirza Ghalib 
Bunder Road Pe.’
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A Grim Picture
Pakistan needs to drastically increase its healthcare budget

and implement reforms aimed at greater access, equity
and universal care
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By Dr. Zubaida Qazi

The writer is a leading 

doctor and president of the 

Pink Pakistan Trust, which 

is working to create 

awareness about breast 

cancer and other health 

issues among women.

akistan’s healthcare system is 

in a crisis. Ranked 154th out of 

194 countries in a 2018 study, 

it has been struggling to meet 

the healthcare needs of the country’s 

teeming population of more than 220 

million people. Unfortunately, we only 

spend 1.2 percent of our GDP on health-

care (Economic Survey of Pakistan, 

2020-21), which is much lower than the 

5 percent GDP recommended by the 

United Nations to be spent on healthcare 

by a country. Even smaller countries in 

our region spend more on healthcare, 

such as Nepal which allocates 6 percent 

of its GDP to healthcare.

With only 1,282 public hospitals, 

45,987 registered doctors and 116,659 

registered nurses for a population of 

more than 220 million — according to 

the 2020 data — the healthcare facilities 

and the number of healthcare profes-

sionals in Pakistan are below the mini-

mum standards set by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO). The maternal, 

infant and neonatal mortality rates of 

Pakistan are quite high as compared to 

the other Asian nations, indicating lack 

of access to the basic health facilities. 

Pakistan is among the few countries in 

the world that do not have a universal 

healthcare system.

The COVID-19 pandemic further ex-

acerbated Pakistan’s healthcare chal-

lenges. The hard fact remains that our 

country’s healthcare system, even now, 

is not ready to provide an emergency 

response to a pandemic even on paper. 

With some luck and a lot of hard work, 

we managed to mitigate the impact of 

COVID-19 despite the insufficient num-

ber of hospitals and limited and un-

trained staff. Moreover, the pandemic 

also exposed our outdated medical 

equipment and dysfunctional and scarce 

resources. We saw many tragic incidents 

of patients losing their lives as they could 

not find beds in the Intensive Care Units 

Y o u r  L i f e Health
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of both the public and private sector hos-

pitals around the peak of the COVID-19 

pandemic in Pakistan.

The healthcare system of Pakistan 

needs a comprehensive and purpose-

ful master plan of reforms to increase its 

effectiveness, efficiency and equity. A 

stronger integration of medical education 

and health services needs to be created 

in order to improve the quality of train-

ing, the equity in access to 

healthcare, and the focus 

on serving the community. 

Hospital-autonomy also 

needs to be increased to al-

low them self-growth as well 

as self-management. A fam-

ily physician programme 

can also be implemented to 

provide the population in 

the rural and remote areas 

access to healthcare.

A purposeful and sus-

tainable health policy needs 

to be formulated and imple-

mented to provide a univer-

sal healthcare system and 

substantially increase its 

budget. Universal health-

care protocols and guidelines need to 

be developed to improve the quality of 

healthcare services and reduce the dis-

parity between the public and private sec-

tors hospitals. More hospitals, diagnostic 

centres and medical universities need to 

be established for producing more health-

care professionals. However, I would like 

to single out one step that can signifi-

cantly improve the healthcare system of 

Pakistan: Reforming, strengthening, and 

fully utilising Basic Health Units (BHUs).

The primary healthcare in Pakistan 

is provided mainly through more than 

5,500 Basic Health Units. The BHUs are 

the only source of healthcare for a large 

number of population, especially in the 

rural and remote areas. They are sup-

posed to play an instrumental role in pro-

viding preventive, curative and rehabilita-

tive healthcare services to the masses and 

decreasing the burden on the second-

ary and tertiary care hospitals. However, 

BHUs in Pakistan are plagued by a num-

ber of administrative and infrastructural 

problems. The unavailability of experi-

enced medical professionals, lack of med-

icine, equipment and testing facilities, and 

unavailability of ambulances for critical 

patients are some of the hindrances that 

have crippled BHUs across the country.

The government needs to formulate 

and implement a proper policy and al-

locate sufficient funds to BHUs to enable 

them to function effectively. Financial 

incentives need to be offered to medical 

professionals to work in the BHUs in the 

remote areas. Strict disciplinary actions 

need to be taken against the BHU staff 

who are irregular, inefficient or involved 

in any kind of corruption. The BHU staff 

need to be trained to treat the patients 

with respect and care to encourage them 

to seek medical help without any inhibi-

tion. The funding for BHUs needs to be 

increased to provide medicine, latest 

equipment, diagnostic facilities and am-

bulances to transfer critical patients to 

secondary and tertiary care hospitals.

I believe that BHUs have untapped 

potential to be used in a variety of ways 

to provide health care to the community. 

BHUs can create awareness about the 

common diseases, especially the com-

municable diseases, among the commu-

nity to prevent their spread. They can be 

used to collect data to identify the trends 

of diseases prevalent in a community to 

find out the causes behind their high in-

cidence rate. In fact, the data can be used 

to develop the first patient directory of 

Pakistan to facilitate medical research in 

the country.

Breast cancer is one of the biggest 

causes of deaths among 

Pakistani women. The lack 

of awareness and social ta-

boo around it are the ma-

jor hurdles in fighting this 

fatal disease. BHUs can be 

used to create awareness 

about breast cancer among 

women belonging to all the 

strata of the society. Breast 

Cancer Screening Centres 

can be established at BHUs 

to ensure early detection 

and timely treatment of the 

fatal disease. My non-for-

profit organisation, ‘Pink 

Pakistan Trust,’ has recently 

launched the first mobile 

application to create aware-

ness about breast cancer and provide 

medical assistance to Pakistani women. 

Available in English and major local lan-

guages for both Android phones and iP-

hones, Pink Pakistan application assists 

women to do self-screening for breast 

cancer by explaining the step-by-step 

procedure and provides free-of-cost con-

sultation with national and international 

specialist doctors and psychiatrists. BHUs 

can guide women about the application 

for seeking medical help and counselling 

sessions for breast cancer. 

Finally, the government needs to con-

sider running BHUs in partnership with 

the NGOs working in the health sector of 

Pakistan. The NGOs can resolve the ad-

ministrative issues in managing BHUs 

and significantly improve their perfor-

mance in serving the community. Pink 

Pakistan has applied for the adoption 

of four BHUs and has been waiting for 

the Sindh government’s response since 

2020/21. 

BHUs can become a force of change 

in the Pakistani healthcare system if the 

administrative and infrastructural prob-

lems are resolved and its true potential 

for providing health services is fully ex-

ploited. n

The healthcare
system of Pakistan 
needs a
comprehensive and 
purposeful master 
plan of reforms to 
increase its
effectiveness,
efficiency and equity.

Shortage of staff, beds and other amenities in Pakistani 
hospitals led to many preventable deaths during the height of 
the Covid pandemic. 



Memories of Karachi

We must explore the environment’s relationship with religion, and 
culture to understand how they may contribute to conserving and 

preserving the natural environment
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ccording to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change report, there is a 

vanishing margin of error when 

it comes to limiting global warming. The re-

port presented to the United Nations in April 

2022 says that nations must shift away from 

fossil fuels far quicker to avoid a catastrophic 

future.

Unless the nation states immediately in-

crease efforts to reduce emissions of coal, oil, 

and natural gas, the goal of limiting global 

warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (or 2.7 degrees 

Fahrenheit) will likely be out of reach by the 

end of this decade. Over this threshold, ex-

perts warn, the threats of global warming, 

such as severe flooding, drought, wildfire, 

and ecosystem collapse, increase signifi-

cantly. Since the 19th century, humans have 

increased the earth’s temperature by an aver-

age of 1.1 degrees Celsius by using fossil fuels 

for energy.

It is, however, a challenging task to cor-

rect the wrong. For example, a global reduc-

tion in greenhouse gas emissions of 43 per 

cent by 2030 and a complete cessation of 

the release of carbon dioxide into the atmos-

phere by the early 2050s are required to keep 

global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius or be-

low, according to the analysis. According to 

existing strategies by different countries, 

the reduction in global emissions is only es-

timated to be several percentage points this 

decade. After a temporary decline due to the 

coronavirus epidemic, global emissions of 

fossil fuels rose to near-record levels last year.

Over 80 per cent of the world population 

identifies with numerous religious and spirit-

ual communities or cultural traditions which 

influence how they see and treat the world 

around them.

Religions are deeply entwined in the fab-

ric of daily lives. The churches, mosques, tem-

ples and other religious communities play an 

essential role in shaping attitudes, opinions, 

and behaviours for managing and using the 

environment and natural resources and sus-

tainable development overall. 

In its numerous expressions ranging 

from cultural heritage to cultural and creative 

A
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industries and cultural tourism, culture 

enables and drives sustainable develop-

ment’s economic, social and environmen-

tal components. Various cultures’ cohe-

siveness and well-being suffer common 

threats that undermine traditional ways 

of life and livelihoods; and well-intended 

but misguided development attempts 

that threaten human rights and sustain-

able practices. Therefore, it is crucial to 

understand all parts of people’s cultures 

— not just the economics or logistics, but 

the beliefs and spiritual rituals. Diversity 

must be promoted while protecting hu-

man rights and fundamental freedoms 

for everyone. 

Traditional knowledge and custom-

ary sustainable usage reinforce indig-

enous peoples and local communities’ 

resistance to environmental change, 

including climate change, and directly 

contribute to biological and cultural vari-

ety and global sustainable development. 

Sustainable livelihoods, cultural heritage, 

and indigenous peoples’ knowledge can 

be jeopardised by initiatives to combat 

biodiversity loss and climate change.

Suppose respectful relationships are 

established with indigenous peoples. In 

that case, the effective management of 

their resources may considerably con-

tribute to conservation, sustainable use, 

and fair sharing of biodiversity benefits. 

We must explore the environment’s re-

lationship with religion, and culture to 

understand how they may contribute to 

conserving and preserving the natural 

environment. The role of diverse value 

systems and cultural diversity as resourc-

es for conservation and climate justice 

action; and the part of science and other 

knowledge in bridging the divide be-

tween science and other knowledge. We 

need an integrated approach and its con-

nections to religions, cultures, the envi-

ronment, and sustainable development’s 

environmental and social components.

The world community must take de-

cisive action to address severe and grow-

ing environmental deterioration and 

associated social and economic instabili-

ties. Religion and culture can significant-

ly address climate change, biodiversity 

and ecosystem loss, pollution, deforesta-

tion, desertification, unsustainable land 

and water use, and other pressing issues 

identified by all nations in a shared vi-

sion aligned with the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.

Religious and cultural groups should 

advocate for robust, inclusive, green, sus-

tainable and transformational economies 

based on circularity, sharing, coopera-

tion, and alternative growth and welfare 

metrics. They can play a critical role in 

teaching people the importance of sus-

tainable lifestyles and behaviours for 

sustainable consumption and produc-

tion. Religious and cultural influences 

have the potential to make a substantial 

contribution to reducing extreme pov-

erty and associated concerns such as 

women, youth, and minority rights, as 

well as universal access to essential ser-

vices. They can advocate for innovative 

nature-based solutions, the preservation 

of traditional knowledge and cultural di-

versity, environmental stewardship and 

duty of care, the development of a global 

and local citizenship ethic, the promo-

tion of good governance, tolerance, and 

reconciliation, and the establishment of 

safe, inclusive, and peaceful societies. 

Promoting and communicating morals, 

values, behaviours, and innovative solu-

tions have never been more critical. With 

a growing knowledge of religious consen-

sus on environmental ethics, this global 

objective may serve as the foundation for 

a shared vision that emphasises religion 

and culture’s role in attaining sustainabil-

ity. Interfaith and intercultural discourse 

agree on a few fundamental principles, 

like the sacredness of nature and the 

rights of nature shared by the majority of 

organised faiths, indigenous peoples, and 

many natural scientists, among the nu-

merous positive actions — large and small 

— SDG 2030 and the Paris Climate Change 

Agreement; the actions of faith-based 

declarations and statements, particularly 

concerning climate change and cultural 

diversity. These forces must coalesce to 

establish worldwide cooperation to trans-

form the paradigm and tackle the critical 

issues of our day, both for humanity today 

and for future generations.

“And We made the sky a protected ceil-

ing, but they, from its signs, are turning 

away.” Quran, 21:32

The Qur’an tells us that Allah cares for 

us by endowing our earth with an ozone 

layer that protects us and other species 

from harmful UV radiation. However, 

Allah is well aware that mankind’s avarice 

would destroy the ozone layer. This serves 

as a reminder that we must safeguard 

Allah’s creation to protect ourselves. n

Traditional 
knowledge and 
customary 
sustainable usage 
reinforce indigenous 
peoples resistance to  
climate change and 
directly contribute to 
global sustainable 
development. 
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Storylines
Pakistan’s political drama may be intense, 
sensational and colourful, but that does not 
mean that viewers have given up watching 
Pakistani plays on the local entertainment 
channels or at their preferred time on 

YouTube.
This month, Narratives pick a handful of 

plays which have become trendsetters and
breaking new grounds when it comes to the 
storyline, plot or production.

Sinf-e-Aahan

Our girls in uniform are creating 

all the positive vibes when it comes 

to presenting entertainment plus 

messages in one bouquet. The series, 

jointly presented by the Next Level 

Entertainment and Six Sigma Plus in 

collaboration with the Inter-Services 

Public Relations (ISPR), is being aired 

weekly on ARY Digital and is becom-

ing a source of inspiration for the 

young and old Pakistani women alike.

The story of six independent, 

headstrong, self-driven and motivat-

ed young women is being portrayed 

in a subtle manner by none other 

than Nadeem Baig as the director of 

the play.

The military and personal life 

has been overlapped delicately in the 

play as the parallel stories of these six 

girls unfold highlighting their back-

ground, challenges, ambitions and 

heartaches. The message being that 

Pakistan Army remains one great 

equalizer, unifier and merit-based or-

ganisation. With the sprinkling of the 

right and measured amount of patri-

otism, love, adventure, innocence, wit 

and challenges, the series is a treat to 

watch.

Written by Umera Ahmed, 

Sinf-e-Aahan boosts a strong fe-

male cast, comprising Syra Yusuf, 

Kubra Khan, Ramsha Khan, Sajal Aly, 

Yumna Zaidi, Dananeer Mobeen and 

the Sri Lankan actress Yehali Tashiya 

Kalidasa.
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Susralis

This is a highly entertaining series telling the story of two 

middle-aged women, who love to hate each other. Starring 

Hina Dilpazeer, Saba Faisal, Faisal Qazi and Mustafa Changezi 

in key roles, it offers a tongue-and-cheek comedy.

Shabana returns from England after many years as a 

‘wannabe angrez.’ But she has to share the family home with 

her older sister-in-law Sultana, who is an old fashioned true 

‘desi.’

One wants to sell the house. The other doesn’t. Sparks and 

missiles fly as each woman mocks the other. The tension es-

calates when Shabana’s son arrives from England and falls in 

love with Sultana’s daughter.

Ishq Pagal Karey

Raheel and Rania are madly 

in love. Just when they are about 

elope, Rania changes her mind and 

Raheel is left waiting for her at the 

railway station.  He vows revenge, 

while Rania gets married to a de-

cent and loving Dr. Zain, and starts 

leading a happy life.

Until one day when Zain brings 

home a recovering drug addict and 

tells Rania to look after him. Rania 

is shocked to find that it is Raheel.

Starring Mikail, Zubab Rana 

and Irfan Khoosat. The series is 

catching eyeballs on TVONE.
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Naqqara-e-Khuda

A serial currently on air on 

TVONE has ignited some great view-

ers’ interest because of its arrogant, 

sadist protagonist. Written by the 

immensely popular writer, Asma 

Nabeel, the serial shows how this 

antihero destroys many lives, even 

of those he claims to love.

Used to the charming chocolate 

heroes, Pakistani viewers now have 

a glimpse of what real life can be like 

with a maniac — a storyline the west 

has depicted scores of times.

Shamoon Abbasi, Zara Tareen, 

Bilal Qureshi and Arooba Mirza 

are featuring in leading roles. 

rolesingNaqqara-e-Khuda.

Harjai

This record-breaking Turkish serial 

has won international acclaim in at least 

32 countries.

When young and beautiful Reyyan 

falls in love with rich and handsome 

Miran, she imagines a blissful future. But 

then she discovers an ugly secret.  A past 

enmity now threatens their marriage. 

And her father is responsible for this 

looming tragedy. A powerful serial with 

thrilling twists and turns, brilliant acting 

and beautiful locations.  Only on TVONE.
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Mor Moharan

For the first time in Pakistan a television serial 

that highlights the crucial issues of environment 

and climate change. A powerful story about a wom-

an protagonist, Rohi, who influences change in her 

land by leading through example and deep convic-

tion as she becomes a source of inspiration.

The story is set in the Cholistan Desert, a prom-

inent landmark, where the ravages of climate 

change are clearly visible. Written by Ali Moeen, 

Mor Moharan boasts strong performances by 

Sonia Husain, Zahid Ahmed, Firdous Jamal and 

filmstar Babar, making it a compelling watch on 

TVONE.

To Be Honest

It is a no holds barred show that is hugely 

entertaining on the web. Audacious host Tabish 

Hashmi grills celebrities Ayesha Omar, Mohib 

Mirza, Sarwat Gilani, Hiba Bukhari about their 

personal and professional lives. But the bold and 

beautiful stars pays back Hashmi in kind. This 

battle of wits and breezy hits is highly entertaining 

and a bit controversial as it sheds insights into the 

showbiz world. Morning Star

This morning show continues to make waves after a 

terrific start! The Morning Star, hosted by Azfar Rehman, has captured 

eyeballs, hearts and ratings in a short time. Armoured with a vision and a 

purpose to impart information and guidance on social issues, Azfar 

hosts qualified experts and specialists daily. A-category showbiz 

celebrities and stylists add glamour and lively entertainment to rock our 

mornings.
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