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Cleaning the
Augean Stable

owe need Corruption Perceptions’ Index or Broadsheet to understand the level
of corruption in Pakistan? The media’s obsession with “revealing” what we al-
ready know is not journalism, but rather the hawking of a commodity, like ven-
dors with their wares on Saddar or Burn’s Road’s sidewalks.

Advocates of reform should reflect on the origins, forms, and effects of corruption and
examine our internal stakeholders’ roles, including those of politicians, feudal and tribal
lords, the bureaucracy, business cliques, external actors, western multinational companies
and international financial institutions.

Discussion about the reform of corruption is almost always conducted in the context of
a‘governance’ framework. It involves optimistic expectations of both economic and politi-
calliberalisation because of the belief that this would reduce corruption. It is also assumed

- that public sector corruption can be mitigated by reducing the size of the government. In
Ibrahim Sajid Malick theory, liberal, pluralist politics, a free press, competitive party politics, and the revival or
Editor, Narratives creation of independent institutions can reduce corruption, and make it more vulnerable
to exposure. Today, administrative affairs grapple with leakages in the public delivery of
welfare and development goals based on one critical problem — manual processes that
can be very easily manipulated. These are often so complex and laborious that even a well-
intentioned public servant is, on occasion, chary of implementing beneficial decisions.
Technology can cut through much of these daunting processes.

In the recent discourse on procurement methods, transparency of policy, procedure,
and practices are increasingly imperative when utilising public money. However, transpar-
ency is not an end initself. The whole process must be open to public scrutiny.

Improving infrastructure and essential services is a central task in Pakistan’s growth
and development agenda. Despite the importance of private sector participation, the gov-
ernment plays a defining role in planning, financing, executing, and overseeing key infra-
structure projects and service delivery. This reality puts a premium on the efficient and
transparent management of public investment, especially in light of the considerable tech-
nical, administrative, and political challenges and vulnerability to corruption and rent-
seeking associated with large public works. The recent spate of corruption scandals sur-
rounding public procurement and infrastructure projects in Pakistan underscores this
agenda’s urgency. The emergence of new digital technologies offers governments and citi-
zens powerful tools to improve public investments’ transparency and efficiency.

The impact of transparency initiatives can be multiplied by facilitating “citizen feed-
back.” This communication channel from citizens to the government provides valuable in-
formation that officials can leverage to improve the management of particular projects and
offer more general data on the preferences and priorities of different groups of citizens to
inform future investment planning. Governments should also encourage feedback from
specialised groups by targeting academics and civil society, especially in technical areas
suchas project appraisal and ex-post evaluations. Soliciting and responding to citizen feed-
back - and publishing the response — is a powerful way for governments to build trust with
the public.

Despite considerable theoretical and empirical evidence, the government is still
hesitant to devote resources to develop technology-enabled transparency initiatives.
Generating data about such interventions’ impact is crucial for consolidating support for
them and justifying future investments in this area. Projects should therefore be designed
to include robust impact evaluations.

We don't have a magic wand to get rid of corruption. However, our government can
open its books to the citizens because when every Pakistani is an ombudsman, it will be
harder for thieves to steal from us.
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Fixing the Economy

Undoubtedly, COVID-19 has significantly marred the al-
ready deteriorating economic conditions of Pakistan.

As identified in the article ‘Challenges Ahead, taking
measures such as lowering borrowing costs and encouraging
investment through ten-year fixed-term loans is not enough.

Considering the changing scenario in global politics and
the disruption in the economy due to COVID-19, our country is
likely to suffer from demand compression in the export sector.

The government’s temporary solutions, such as provid-
ing relief packages to the construction sector and prioritising
housing schemes instead of investing in agriculture — which is
in fact considered the backbone of Pakistan’s economy — will
not fix the deep-rooted economic problems.

In a nutshell, such policies can be detrimental to our 2050
vision of transforming Pakistan into a high-income economy
by 2047.

Fatima Ahmed
Karachi

A New Chapter

US President Joe Biden looks forward to reviving the neo-
liberal, Wilsonian or liberal-internationalist face of America.

As highlighted by Ejaz Haider in his article ‘New
Beginnings,” the new US president is unlikely to deviate from
Trump’s Afghanistan policy. Even during Obama’s presidency,
he, as vice president, was more interested in counterterrorism
operations. Moreover, the US peace deal with the Taliban has
now matured, and Washington is no longer in favour of con-
tinued troop engagement in Afghanistan.

To achieve this goal, the Biden administration will have to
continue working closely with Pakistan. Biden’s intellect and
vast experience in foreign policy will be crucial for Pakistan-
US ties. Hopefully, the outcomes of his presidency would be
positive and less damaging for Pakistan as well as for the en-
tireregion.

Masood Bukhari
Karachi

Unabated Overpopulation

Ever since independence, Pakistan has faced numerous
problems. Despite a pioneering family planning programme,
launched back in the 1960s, Pakistan is still affected by the
problem of overpopulation.

The article, ‘The Ticking Population Time Bomb,’ correctly
points out that rapid population growth (2.05 percent per an-
num) is the root cause of other problems such as unemploy-
ment, food insecurity, water scarcity and an under-perform-
ing economy.

This pressingissue hardly gets any attention from the
authorities. Meanwhile, the lack of awareness amongst the
public further worsens the overall situation. The authorities
should immediately spring into action and implement all
family planning programmes in letter and spirit beforeiit is
too late.

Farah Syed
Karachi

Going Digital

To succeed in the global context, one needs to adapt to the
changing environment. A country can only tread the path of
development if it acquires advanced tactics. In this case, the
inclusion of technology in the education sector is one of the
primary factors.

One cannot boost the cognitive growth of a child by
teaching new lessons in an old manner. Simply memorising
or cramming course lessons is of no help in the modern era.
According to Dr. Shams Hamid in ‘Passport to the New World,
adding creativity, logic, and reasoning to teaching methods —
by the inclusion of technology — is crucial.

It is encouraging to see that the government has initiated
digitisation, investment in human capital and the promotion
of a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship.

The first significant steps to the process of digitisation of
education were taken during the COVID-19 pandemic. Itis a
good sign for Pakistan’s digitalisation process. At least, we are
on our way to becoming a developed nation.

Ahmed Raza Khan
Karachi
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Moving Ahead with Education

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic was marked by a
drastic shift in teaching methods throughout the country.
Initially, it was difficult for the parents and students to adjust
accordingly. However, with the government’s timely measures
like introducing digital learning platforms on national televi-
sion, training teachers for e-learning, and so forth, the country
seems to have moved ahead in the right direction.

Meanwhile, the government is also working hard to
enhance education quality by devising a Single National
Curriculum (SNC). The SNC is supposed to ensure uniformity
in Pakistan’s education system. In that way, it will bridge the
prolonged inequality issues in the system.

The government is undeniably playing its part well. Now,
itis up to all of us — teachers, students, parents — to be equally
committed to improving the education system.

Muhammed Ahmed Khan
Karachi

Fool’s Paradise

Jawad Ahmed’s viewpoint in the Crystal Ball segment was
spot on. I second his opinion that the future of Pakistan will
be in the doldrums in 2021. And whoever believes otherwise is
actually living in a fool’s paradise.

The country’s political and economic woes will never
end unless a middle-class leader takes the reins of Pakistan.
All these successive elite rulers will continue to work for their
vested interests, and the layperson will continue to suffer un-
der the burden of poverty, inept healthcare, and a malfunc-
tioning education system.

I hope that our country soon finds a competent leader
who could, at least, ensure the provision of basic rights to the
general public.

Ramsha Khan
Lahore

Power Sector

The Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Power,
Tabish Gauhar, wrote in his article ‘Powering the Power
Sector’ that the government should be giving a subsidy on the
rate of electricity and gas to “only those people and areas that
arethe most deserving, and ideally through direct cash trans-
fers. In this regard, a pilot project mapping the Islamabad
Electric Supply Company (IESCO) billing with the correspond-
ing Ehsaas database is a work in progress.”

I'believe linking lifeline tariffs with the Ehsaas database is
just theright way to proceed, and let’s hope that the planned
pilot-scale project is launched urgently for the people of
Pakistan.

Farrukh Mahmood Mian
Toronto, Canada

The Reading Habit

Thappened to read the book review ‘Perplexing Times’
by Maliha Khan, and I must say that she provoked enough
interest in me that I bought the book — Making Sense of Post
COVID-19 Politics — the very next day.

Fortunately, the book turned out to be as insightful as
described in the review. Pakistani authorities, as well as the
public, have a lot to learn from this manuscript as our battle
against the coronavirusis still raging.

In gloomy times like these, when people are swiftly moving
away from reading books,  appreciate Narratives Magazine
for having a segment solely dedicated to books. Keep up the
good work.

Umair Arain
Karachi

Letters should carry the writer’s name, address and
phone numbers.
Letters may be edited for purposes of clarity and space.
Email address: letters@narratives.com.pk
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Valley of
Despair

Once a heaven on earth,
Kashmir at Modi’s hands has
been reduced to a vale of
torment and tears

n Kashmir, there is plenty
¢¢ of water from streams and

springs,” wrote Emperor

Jahangirin 1621. Reading
Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri four hundred years
later, one can understand why Kashmir’s
indigenous population is willing to sac-
rifice everything to restore the valley’s
honour and dignity. The heavenly region
haslong weathered violence and politi-
cal strife, but the security crackdown by
Delhi’s fascists has brought life in the val-
ley to a near halt.

In August 2019, the Indian govern-
ment illegally breached the Instrument of
Accession’s fundamental conditions, on
the basis of which India maintains the for-
mer princely state of Jammu and Kashmir
had acceded to Indiain 1947. As aresult,
for the last 18 months, Kashmir has be-
come a giant prison camp. Seven million
Kashmiris have been barricaded in their
homes without internet and phones.

New Delhi claimsits illegal annexa-
tion of the disputed territory in 2019 has
‘resolved’ the ongoing dispute. Seven mil-
lion Kashmiris vehemently disagree. As
Pakistan’s permanent representative to
the UN pointed out, a member state can-
not change the agenda unilaterally.

And since New Delhi has failed to
counter the Kashmiri freedom struggle
through brute force and repression, it is
now applying subterfuge at the inter-
national level to obfuscate the Kashmir
issue. The factis that even after illegally
subsuming the held valley within the
Indian union last year, the world commu-
nity continues to see Kashmir as a dispute
between Pakistan and India. No amount
oflegal trickery internally or internation-
ally by India will change this reality.

The government has done well to
raise the Kashmir issue at all forums, and
such efforts need to continue to coun-
ter India’s efforts to remove this critical
problem from the global agenda. Pakistan
should continue to forge a consensus

among Muslim states so that there is a
unified voice on Kashmir. On Kashmir
Day, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshisaid that a unified political
message to India from the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) would be
critical to help rescind Indian unilateral
actions, end human rights abuses, and
seek a peaceful settlement of the Kashmir
dispute. The OIC Contact Group’s ambas-
sadorial meeting on Jammu and Kashmir
held in New York isa source of great
strength for the Kashmiri people in their
justand legitimate struggle for their
inalienable right to self-determination.
However, the OIC must unanimously and
categorically condemn the Kashmiri peo-
ple’s sufferings, particularly after India’s
illegitimate annexation.

India feels that it can crush the
Kashmiri desire for dignity and free-
dom. However, today many around the
world - including independent human

Since New Delhi has
failed to counter the
Kashmiri freedom
struggle through
brute force and
repression, it is now
applying subterfuge
at the international
level to obfuscate the
Kashmir issue.

ZEROING IN

rights groups — are saying what Pakistan
hasbeen highlighting for decades: that
India violates the fundamental rights of
Kashmiri civilians with impunity.

The global debate on Kashmir must
continue till there is a just solution — ac-
ceptable to the people of the held valley
— tothis over seven-decade-old problem.
Pakistan must continue its moral and dip-
lomatic support to the Kashmiris, while
countering malicious attempts to have
the Kashmir question removed from the
international agenda.

The abundance of water, which
Jahangir found so critical, is now the
source of conflict.

Water wars — conflicts over a precious
resource, the supply of which is grow-
ing sparser and the demand for which is
ever mounting — have been much talked
about by experts. Growing populations
and extending development will render
conflicts between water rich and water-
scarce nations inevitable. Upstream
states that control the flow of water to
downstream states will be able to use this
valuable resource as a key diplomatic and
strategic tool to coerce the downstream
nations into submitting to their demands.

Dire portents now playing outin the
heaven on earth that is Kashmir are par-
ticularly tragic because of the way it was
in the vale: “Kashmir is a garden of eternal
spring, or aniron fort to a palace of kings
—adelightful flower-bed, and a heart-
expanding heritage for dervishes. Its
pleasant meads and enchanting cascades
are beyond all description. There are
running streams and fountains beyond
count. Wherever the eye reaches, there
are verdure and running water.”

February2021 NARRATIVES | 11
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Curriculum
Chaos

How does the government
hope to implement a single
national curriculum, when
even the textbooks are not in
place?

transition to a new system is
A usually beset with teething

problems. It is but natural.

However, when anew planis
not thought through, the stakeholders
are not on board and there appears to be
a conflict of interest, the result is confu-
sion and chaos, and the planislikely to
fail.

Unfortunately, the PTI government’s
efforts to introduce a Single National
Curriculum (SNC) — one of the pre-elec-
tions promises made by Prime Minister
Imran Khan —have been marred by con-
troversy, creating more uncertainty for an
already pandemic-hit education sector.
The SNC’s implementation exercise is
making the majority of private schools
uneasy and concerned about the educa-
tion standards, while textbook publish-
ers are worried about the future of their
businesses.

So far, only the PTI-led Punjab gov-
ernment has said “yes” to the implemen-
tation of the SNC and is trying to get it roll-
ingin the coming academic year, which
is expected to begin from March-April,
though a delay remains on the cards of
decision-makers, because they are ll-
prepared for this marathon exercise.

The PTI-led Khyber-Pakhtunkhawa
government and its ally, the Balochistan
provincial government, are expected to
follow Punjab’s example and implement
the SNC, while the PPP government in
Sindh has indicated that it would con-
tinue with the existing system.

However, the Sindh government’s
dissent is not the issue at the moment.
Itis the implementation strategy of the
Punjab Curriculum Textbook Board
(PCTB) that has shaken both the private
schools and publishers.

The PTIgovernment is targeting to

ducatio q 9]0,

enforce the SNC from classes one to five
in the coming academic session, classes
six to eight the following year and classes
nine to 12 in the final and fifth year of its
term. So far, the federal education min-
istry has prepared 30 model textbooks,
which the PCTB plans to introduce
across Punjab, but the problem is that the
provincial authorities have yet to publish
them on a mass scale. Consequently, the
Punjab government is actively consid-
ering the option of delaying the new
session till August —a proposal that
is being strongly resisted by private
school-owners.

“Our last academic year was lost

Concerns regarding
the content of the
SNC remain
rampant. Rather
than raising the
general standard of
education, those
schools which are
performing better
are being dragged

down.

because of COVID-19 and it seems that
the coming session will also be wasted
because of a hasty and crude implemen-
tation of the SNC,” says the owner of a
leading school from Lahore, requesting
anonymity. “Firstly, any proposal to delay
the academic session because of the non-
availability of model textbooks is abad
idea. Secondly, the new textbooks may be
animprovement on the previously pub-
lished government textbooks, but their
standard is still low compared to the ones
used in private schools.”

An educationist affiliated with alead-
ing private publishing house maintains
that the SNC indeed appears to be alofty
idea, but the devil lies in the detail. “Till
end-January, the model textbooks had
not been provided to the publishers, and
in the new curriculum, which has been
shared by the federal education ministry,
thereis alot of repetition of topics in vari-
ous subjects. While Islamiyat as a subject
hasbeen expanded, there is a sprinkling
of the topics covered in it in other subjects
as well, including English and General
Knowledge,” she says.

Concernsregarding the content of the
SNC remain rampant. Rather than raising
the general standard of education, those
schools which are performing better are
being dragged down, remarks a private
school owner in Karachi.

Asthe debate on curriculum rages on
in the education sector, private publish-

Curriculum Chaos
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Rather than raising the overall standard, the SNC appears to be lowering academic standards.

ers and textbook importers are the most
worried, as over 60 percent of their busi-
ness is driven from Punjab. “Nothing is
clear...there is confusion all around,” says
the head of aleading textbook publishing
house.

The Punjab government, in a notifi-
cation issued on December 9, 2020, di-
rected the public and private schools that
they “must get an Approval/Clearance
Certificate from the PCTB for the text-
books, supplementary reading materials
(SRM) and the books they wish to adopt/
prescribe in their institutions.” The
notification further stated that being a
“sensitive issue,” these “instructions must
be followed in letter and spirit.”

In ameeting with publishers, the
PCTB Managing Director, Farooq
Manzoor, sternly warned them not
to print any textbooks or education-
related material without his institution’s
approval.

According to the publishers, the only
problem with these directives is that the
PCTB has neither the human resources
nor the capacity to evaluate textbooks for
the issuance of No Objection Certificates
(NOCs) ina timely manner.

“If we submit our books for approval,
we do not know how long the PCTB will
take toreview them and passits judg-
ment..a month, two months or even
more? We also do not know what we must

doin case of a dispute or if we want to
challenge any decision. Another question
that arises is, what will happen if a minor
change is required? Will we start the pro-
cess from zero each time?” asks the head
ofaleading publishing house.

Last year, the PCTB banned several
textbooks, even for making minor mis-
takes and, in some cases, arbitrarily.

Further, the PCTB’s decision to in-
crease the fee for a NOC on each book to
amassive Rs.150,000 in one go has also
alarmed publishers. Earlier, the NOC fee
for a primary-level book was Rs. 2,000
each, asecondary level book Rs. 5,000
and a higher education book Rs. 10,000.

“Now getting NOCs for a textbook
series of say five books along with its
reading material, will cost us around a
million-and-a halfrupees,” shares an-
other disgruntled publisher.

The publishers’ biggest grouse, how-
ever, is the conflict of interestin PCTB’s
operations. On the one hand, this institu-
tionis acting as a regulator for schools
and publishers, while on the other, it is
also publishing textbooks.

“This is the reason why the PCTB is
giving such a tough time to textbook pub-
lishers; it wants to monopolise the mar-
ket,” says the second publisher. “It appears
that our bureaucracy wants to ensure that
the SNC becomes controversial and fails
to deliver the desired results.”

Ifthe PCTB refuses to show any flex-
ibility, it will hurt Pakistan’s publishing
sector, which is all set to book huge inven-
tory losses and will be forced to slash
hundreds of jobs, he says.

In principle, publishers should be
allowed to develop and import books
according to guidelines provided by the
SNC, while regulators need to develop an
efficient, inexpensive and transparent
procedure for the issuance of NOCs.

The federal government should also
consider establishing a centralised NOC-
issuing authority for textbooks, though
this will not be possible without altering
the controversial 18th Constitutional
Amendment, which requires a publisher
to get separate NOCs from each province
inacumbersome, expensive and time-
consuming exercise.

Rather than stifling private publish-
ers, the government should encourage
them so that they can at least compete
intheregion. And as the first step in this
direction, they should listen to their
grievances, get the stakeholders on board
and ensure greater competition under
the government’s laid down curriculum
framework.

However, for now the primary-level
education sector remains in the grip of
uncertainty, which if it continues to linger
on, would ultimately take its toll on the
students. B
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Running Out
of Steam

The PDM appears to be batting
on a weak wicket, as it back-
tracks on its threat of én masse
resignations and decides to
contest the Senate elections

he January 31st deadline
T slid away silently, and Prime

Minister Imran Khan did not

resign as demanded by the
Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM).
There were a few face-saving tweets and
statements issued by some opposition
stalwarts, warning Imran Khan that his
days in power were numbered, but such
bombastic statements are anormin
South Asian politics. They are not taken
seriously, even by the followers of those
leaders who issue them.

Sowhat are the options before the
PDM now?

Mobilising the masses and chal-
lenging the government on the streets
through rallies, protests and public
meetings? Unfortunately, the PDM’s first
round of street shows, ended in a whim-
per as, barring the captive crowd of the
parties’ supporters, the common man
stayed away from them.

The threat of én masse resignations
from parliament has also backfired
because of sharp differences within
the opposition alliance over the issue.
The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), as
expected, was the first one to break
rank, leaving both the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Maulana
Fazlur Rehman’s Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F) in the lurch. Sacrificing the Sindh
Government was too much to ask, and
expect, of the PPP leadership, moreso,
when there were no guarantees that
thisadventurism would see arise in the
political fortunes of the party or Zardari
and family. Also, the PPP leaders do not
face the kind of pressures that PML-N’s

first family faces, such as the disqualifica-

tion of its key leaders from running in the
elections or holding public office.
The PPP virtually forced the PML-N
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s cracks emerge within the 1i-party alliance, the PDM struggles to stay afloat.

to eat its own words and announce its
decision torunin the coming Senate
elections, which meant that the game of
brinkmanship in the name of resigna-
tions, was over. The PTI government also
called PDM’s bluff, urging its members
to fulfil their promise of resigning from
the assemblies. At the end of the day, the
wily Maulana was left with no choice, but
to announce that his party would also
contest the Senate elections.

This was a huge morale-booster for
the PTTgovernment and a big climb-
down for the opposition, which has been
calling the parliament and its elected
prime minister ‘selected. Initially, the

The PDM, which
vowed to change
Pakistan’s political
landscape, take on
the mighty institution
of the army and send
Imran Khan packing,
is now struggling to
present some
semblance of unity in
its own ranks.
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PDM leadership tried to play around
with words in a desperate bid to explain
why the alliance had backtracked from
its promised resignations, but the harsh
reality is that its entire narrative has
gone haywire, amidst reports of growing
distrust and sharp differences within its
ranks.

The PDM, which vowed to change
Pakistan’s political landscape, take on
the mighty institution of the army and
send Imran Khan packing by January
31,is now struggling to present some
semblance of unity in its own ranks. On
the one hand, Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
wants to bring an in-house change in
parliament, for which he does not have
the numbers as pointed out even by his
allies. On the other, Maryam Nawaz and
the Maulana want to see Imran Khan’s
ouster by hook or by crook.

Unfortunately, in both cases, the
PDM lacks the strength to succeed in
its mission. The PDM’s demand that the
establishment maintain its neutrality in
the political tussle or even force a change
of government, will also not work for two
reasons: one, the excellent relations be-
tween the civil and military leadership;
two, the deep-rooted suspicion between
the military and the PDM leaders, par-
ticularly the Sharif family.

Nawaz Sharif’s gamble of target-
ing the military and its leadership also
proved to be anill-conceived move,
which has further widened the chasm

Running Out of Steam
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between the two. Those who were advis-
ing Nawaz and Maryam that brinkman-
ship would create space for them, have
been proven wrong. Sharif’s anti-military
stance has upset not only some of the al-
lies, but many lawmakers within his own
party.

As pressure on the Sharifs increased,
the PDM changed the target of its attacks
from the alleged “selectors” to the alleg-
edly “selected.” But the damage done to
the PML-N and the PDM by Sharif’s initial
anti-military tirade cannot be undone so
easily. Institutions do not have such short
memories.

This, however, does not mean that
the PDM s onits last leg or dead, as Prime
Minister Imran Khan claims. The PDM,
asan entity, will continue to remain a
bane for the government, albeit a minor
one. The government will have to face the
ruckus thatis expected to be created by
the opposition regularly in parliament,
and suffer a barrage of allegations and
toxic statements. However, thisis not a
worrisome challenge for Imran Khan.
The government has, in its ranks, a horde
of specialists, who can pay back the op-
position in the same coin, when it comes
to mudslinging.

The PDM has committed a mistake by
opposing Imran Khan'’s call for an open
ballot in the Senate elections. The real
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Harmony between the civil and military leadership is key to political

stability in Pakistan.

threat of defections — as was observed
during the Senate chairman’s election —
lies within the ranks of the opposition.
The government, with its large pool of
resources, isin a better position to cut
deals than the opposition. And if the op-
position parties lose more ground than
expected in the Senate elections, they
will not even be in a position to take a
moral stance against “horse-trading,” as
they themselves have blocked legislation
againstit.

After the Senate elections, the gov-
ernment is likely to be in a much better
position to bulldoze its desired legislation

[[] Cheque

in parliament.

As for the PDM, it will remain intact,
butits bite and punch are gone. Its com-
ponent parties are desperate to oust
Imran Khan from power, but they are
well aware of their limitations and their
lack of capacity to mobilise the masses.
However, they will continue to make
moves against the government, both
collectively and individually, in abid to at
least give it a tough time. But alongside,
they are likely to jostle each other in a bid
to expand their own space. The real chal-
lenge before the PDM now is to keep itself
relevant. ®
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Prominent beneficiaries of NRO: Yousaf Raza Gillani,, Asif Ali Zardari
Rehman Malik, Hussain Haqgani, the Sharif family
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SCANDAL

Broadsheet: A Can of Worms

Instead of recovering the ill-gotten assets stashed abroad by Pakistan’s corrupt,
through the Broadsheet agreement, we have ended up paying precious
foreign exchange from our own coffers for a flawed document

By Ikram Sehgal

The writer is a prominent
defence and security analyst,
who heads Pakistan’s largest
private security agency. He
writes regularly for leading
national and international
publications.

ho, in Pakistan, negotiated
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB)s agreement
with the London-based assets
recovery firm, Broadsheet LLC and why
was the contract so poorly drafted that
it has come to haunt us both, legally and
financially?

Were there some corrupt elements
involved, who wanted to line their own
pockets through a flawed document? It
appears so. Unfortunately, their greed has
cost the Pakistan government dearly —
they have ended up paying $28.7 million
(Rs. 4.5 billion) in damages. What’s worse
- not a single penny of the money stolen
from Pakistan was returned to the coun-
try. Instead, Pakistan ended up paying a
hefty sum in contractual damages on the
orders of the London High Court,inacase
filed by Broadsheet, following the termi-
nation of the contract by NAB in 2003.

It is extremely difficult to reconstruct
what exactly happened in the Broadsheet
scandal because the text and terms of the
contract and the subsequent actions are
not being disclosed fully and honestly.
Those responsible have never been held
accountable. An honest and competent
professional soldier, Lt. General (R) Syed
Muhammed Amjad, was mandated by
General Musharraf to form the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) in 1999 to
deal with corruption and enforce anti-
corruption measures. Despite the initial
display of sincerity for accountability, that
commitment was systematically compro-
mised inlater years by Musharrafhimself,
to ensure his own political survival.

As Chairman NAB, Amjad en-
gaged two firms, Broadsheet LLC and
International Asset Recovery (IAR), in
2000 to unearth the offshore assets of
more than 200 Pakistanis, who were
suspected of having illegally taken their
ill-gotten and untaxed money out of
Pakistan to acquire properties abroad, in
the UK, US and elsewhere. Given our lim-
ited forensic capability and the known
expertise of foreign firms engaged in

tracing illegal assets and bank accounts,
this seemed like a correct and legitimate
undertaking at the time. Amjad’s mistake
was that he trusted the likes of Farouk
Adam Khan and Tariq Fawad Malik, his
batchmates from Lawrence College, who
subsequently betrayed him. The duo first
got rid of someone who they saw as an
impediment to their grand design: Maj.
General Inayat ullah Khan Niazi, an hon-
est professional soldier, who was Deputy
Chairman, NAB. After Niazi's departure
from NAB, they ran riot with NAB’s plea
bargain clause in order to line their own
pockets. According to Amjad, what do you
expect from the Broadsheet agreement
when NAB prosecutor-general Farouk
Adam’s son, Omar Farouk Adam, se-
cretly worked for Broadsheet’s associate
company? (Incidentally, Omar a lawyer
by profession, says he only interned with
the Broadsheet-linked Orchard Solicitors
to gain work experience.) Unfortunately,
Amjad discovered their perfidy too late.
Interestingly, in his first affidavit to the
court in 2010, Farouk had alleged that
Sharif and his colleagues had amassed an
estimated $1 billion in foreign accounts.
But in 2015, he withdrew his allegations,
stating that there was no proof of it and
the figures quoted in the first affidavit

The agreement left a
major loophole that
allowed Broadsheet
to claim 20 percent
of all recoveries
made by NAB, even
within Pakistan —
and even if it had
played no role in
facilitating it.
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Beneficiaries of Mus};dri:af’s NRO.
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were based on gossip. Why he
' withdrew his first affidavit re-
mains a mystery to this day.

The main target of Musharraf’s
action was Nawaz Sharif, his fam-
ily and the billions that they had
allegedly stolen over the decades.
The names of Benazir Bhutto, her
husband Asif Ali Zardari and PPP
members were included only lat-
er in that list. The contract signed
with Broadsheet stipulated that
20 percent commission on all dis-
covered assets was to be paid to
the company. To establish their
political legitimacy, the Musharraf
government realised that they
needed the cooperation of some
of the politicians and bureaucrats
mentioned in the NAB list given to
the contractors, Broadsheet and
TIAR. So the latter were instructed
toremove some of the names from
that list. However, striking those
names off the list that had been
agreed upon violated the terms
of the contract and could not be
done unilaterally. This proved to
be problematic and led to the sus-
pension of the contract, pending
negotiations. Finally, three years
later, in 2003 NAB terminated the
contract with Broadsheet and IAR,
following which the two filed for
damages.

On October 5,2007, Musharraf
derailed the process of account-

ability by enacting the National
Reconciliation Ordinance (NRO),
which granted amnesty to politi-
cians, political workers and bu-
reaucrats, who were accused of
corruption. In November 2009, the
Government of Pakistan released
a list of beneficiaries of the NRO
on the directives of then Prime
Minister, Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani.
The total list comprised 8041 ben-
eficiaries, most of whom were bu-
reaucrats. But it did include some
high-ranking politicians, such as
then President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister Yousaf Raza
Gillani himself, Rehman Malik,

| Hussain Haqgani, the Sharif
family etc; some of these names
figured in the Broadsheet list as
well. However, on December

16, 20009, the Supreme Court

Litany of Blunders SCAN DAL

of Pakistan declared the NRO unconstitu-
tional, making it null and void. All of the
8041 persons, once again, became legally
liable for their corruption.

Before their contract expired,
Broadsheet and IAR were said to have de-
tected considerable assets that some of
the persons mentioned in the list owned
abroad (The former NAB Chairman, Gen
Amjad contests this claim). Therefore, the
commission stipulated in the contracthad
tobe paid, regardless of the NRO. The mat-
ter ended up in the UK courts by which
time the Musharrafgovernment was onits
way out, and in 2008, a PPP government
was installed. In an ill-advised attempt
to settle the matter, the PPP made a big
blunder and paid $1.5 million to a wrong
company, in the name of Broadsheet. That
payment certainly did not help with the
pending court case. The same year, IAR
was paid $2.5 million as settlement, but
the Broadsheet amount remained to be
settled. All arbitration proceedings re-
garding Broadsheet’s claims were held
during the successive PPP and PML-N
governments. However, it was during the
rule of PML-N in 2016 that the proceed-
ings were concluded and a verdict given.
It is not surprising that this verdict was
kept a secret by the Nawaz government.
The court had ruled that Broadsheet had
to be paid $20.5 million for the informa-
tion the company had gathered about the
Sharif family’s ill-gotten assets, including
the Avenfield properties.

The PTI government thus inherit-
ed a right royal mess from the previous
PML-N and PPP governments. Briefing
the Senate members on the Broadsheet is-
sue, Shahzad Akbar, Adviser to the Prime
Minister on Accountability, said that the
total liability was $20.5 million, of which
$1.5million was paid against the Avenfield
properties of the Sharif family and $19 mil-
lion was fixed for tracing the Sharif fam-
ily’s other assets. While the total liability
was $20.5 million, the government had to
pay $28.7 million, the remaining amount
being interest due to the pendency of the
matter. The PTI government made this
payment on December 31, 2020, because
it had exhausted all forums for appeal and
$5,000 per day had been fixed as penalty
for any delay in the payment.

The Federal Cabinet has now formed
an enquiry commission, headed by one
of the most renowned and honest retired
Justices of the Supreme Court, Justice

Musharraf derailed
the process of
accountability by
enacting the NRO,
which granted
amnesty to
politicians, political
workers and
bureaucrats, who
were accused of
corruption.

Azmat Saeed Shaikh. The opposition is
up inarms against him — and understand-
ably so. Besides holding a thorough inves-
tigation into the Broadsheet revelation the
commission has also been assigned the
task of probing those cases that had been
closed due to the NRO, such as the Surrey
Mansion and the Hudaibiya Paper Mills
cases among several others.

So should one expect some more skel-
etons inassorted cupboards?

There are several lessons to be learnt
from the Broadsheet saga. And one criti-
cal lesson relates to the drafting and hon-
ouring of contracts. A contract is a writ-
ten or an oral agreement between two or
more sides to provide a certain service
and receive a fee in return. A contract is
sacrosanct and to keep the contract intact
is the responsibility of all the signatories

-

Even former president Pervez Musharraf admits that he committed a
mistake by giving NROs to corrupt politicians and bureaucrats.

-
F

toit. There are penalties defined for violat-
ing the terms of a contract, which is why
it is essential to read the small/fine print
before a contract is signed. The carelessly
defined Broadsheet agreement left a ma-
jor loophole that allowed Broadsheet to
claim 20 percent of all recoveries made
by NAB, even within Pakistan — and even
if it had played no role in facilitating it.
The cost of negotiating a flawed contract
and then terminating it has been borne
by Pakistan; we have paid a high price on
both counts.

The Broadsheet drama that has been
played out mostly behind closed doors,
away from the glare of the public eye, il-
lustrates that fighting corruption and in-
stalling accountability — a task that has
been one of PTI’'s main goals - is a dif-
ficult undertaking and needs tough de-
cisions. Additionally, all accountability
has to be across the board — without po-
litical considerations, and without fear or
favour to friends and family. Our client-
patron relationship syndrome must end.
Huge amounts of money, that rightfully
belonged to the people of Pakistan and
should have been used to fight poverty,
bring the economy back on track, and
educate the illiterate masses, were stolen
by corrupt politicians and bureaucrats.
It is only fair that legal action be taken to
recover the ill-gotten assets from 8041 of-
fenders on the NRO list (and all those who
have been involved in corruption subse-
quently) by clamping down on all their
properties within reach. The corrupt will
mend their ways only when their proper-
ties are seized and they are made to pay
for swindling the nation.
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Rocking the Boat

Views=Ahroad

“Thieves of Islamabad”

“You know the story of Ali Baba and the Forty thieves of Baghdad. Here we have
the story of Ali Baba and the forty thieves of Islamabad.”

By Ather Kazmi

The writer is a multi-media
journalist based in London.

ollowing a British court
ruling, the PTI government
F was recently compelled to
pay about $30 million to
Broadsheet — a British company —
which in 2000 had been tasked by the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
during former military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf’s government, to
locate the illegal assets of Pakistanis
abroad.

Following Musharraf’s exit, NAB
cancelled the contract with Broadsheet,
citing poor performance, against
which Broadsheet took the account-
ability watchdog to court and won huge
damages.

Inarecentinterviewwith Narratives
in London, Kaveh Moussavi, a former
British executive of the company, lev-
elled serious allegations against several
Pakistani personalities, including for-
mer premier Nawaz Sharif, former pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari and Aftab Ahmed
Khan Sherpao.. But questions are also
being raised about Moussavi himself. In
this interview Moussavi responds to the
allegations made by him and to those
against him.

— Kaveh Moussavi

Head of Asset Recovery company, Broadsheet

Q: Since your initial interview
to a YouTuber, there has been a
lot of speculation about you in
Pakistan’s mainstream and social
media. Some say that you are a CIA
agent, and others accuse you of be-
ing a shady businessman. Please
tell us a little bit about yourself.

I am all that, plus a few hundred
other things I have never heard off, but
youknow whenyouare fighting against
corruption and fighting for human
rights you have got to have a thick skin.
You upset some very powerful people
who do not want transparency, and the
minute you start exposing them in the
media, they start hitting back, some-
times with bullets, and sometimes
they conspire and organise to put you
in jail. And sometimes they kidnap, or
even kill you. My message to them is,
remember I have fought for human
rights in Iran. The Iranian government
are serial murderers; they have assassi-
nated hundreds of people abroad, but
they could not intimidate me. So my

Allegations, scahdals, Cases...
but never proved guilty.

message to the crooks and thieves who
were running Pakistan is: you cannot
intimidate or silence me.

In the Broadsheet case T have a
court judgment. The only person who
looked at the evidence thoroughly
is Sir Anthony Evans, (the judge who
presided over the case Broadsheet vs
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and NAB).
He looked at thousands of pages of evi-
dence and hundreds of hours of testi-
mony, and decided in our favour.

Q: In your previous interviews,
you mentioned that you were of-
fered bribes. Did you ever receive
any direct threats?

Yes, in the last few days I have re-
ceived threats, but my message to them
through you is: try something else, you
cannot intimidate me.

Q: The case against NAB was go-
ing on for almost a decade. Would
an earlier settlement have cost the
Pakistani exchequer less?

Yes, right at the beginning our
lawyers had a meeting at the Pakistan
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Sharifs: Looking for another ‘NRO?’

Embassy in Washington where the mat-
ter could have been resolved. In 2003 we
were offered £500,000, but that was not
enough for the amount of work we had
done and they did not agree with us. Fast
forward to a decade-and-a-half later, and
the court agreed with us. Pakistan spent
almost $20 million dollars on lawyers.
If they had given that amount to us, that
would have been the end of it.

Q: You have talked about the
Sharif family and their alleged cor-
ruption in your previous inter-
views. Have you ever also investi-
gated the Bhutto or Zardari family’s
Swiss bank accounts or their foreign
assets?

You know the story of Ali Baba and
the Forty thieves of Baghdad. Here we
have the story of Ali Baba and the forty
thieves of Islamabad. The Bhutto clan
versus the Sharif clan, they are a bunch
of thieves —all of them. Zardariis a crook,
there is no question in my mind. We in-
vestigated them, he sent Senator Farooq
Naik and Mr Raja to London to talk to us,
effectively to pay us a bribe to go away.
We told them that we were happy to take
the settlement of our claim through the
courts, not the cash left behind the sofa.

They try to settle these things like
crooks do — either with threats or bribes.

Q: It is often claimed by the in-
dividuals you had investigated that
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During the
Musharraf
government the
NAB became very
ineffective in
investigating the
cases of the stolen
money, but became
very effective in
cutting politically
motivated deals.

this entire process of accountability
against them is politically motivat-
ed. Did you find any evidence of this?

We were asked to stop the work due
to political reasons, but the reality was
that these people had a lot to answer
for, they still have a lot to answer for, and
this is quite evident in the judgement of
Sir Anthony Evans. They didn’'t answer,
because during the Musharraf govern-
ment the NAB became very ineffective in
investigating the cases of the stolen mon-
ey, but became very effective in cutting
politically motivated deals. Mr Sherpao,

is a very good example. We
found his bank accounts
abroad, which were frozen on
the request of the Pakistani
Government, but as soon as
he become a political ally, we
were told to take his name off
thelist.

Q: How much money
stolen from Pakistan is
still lying around in for-
eign bank accounts?

Billions — we were on the
trail of billions. You could
smell the money and follow
the trail, but our work was
sabotaged very quickly.

Within less than a year
of us signing the contract
with NAB, we were told to
take Nawaz Sharif's name
off the list. We couldn't be-
lieve it. What was this about?
Then we were asked to put
his name back on the list, so
one day he was off, and the
next day he was back on. It was quite an
extraordinary tale of non-investigation,
which needs to be investigated. I would
say there are billions out there.

Q: Your company investigated the
foreign assets of many Pakistanis.
Who would you say has the most as-
sets hidden abroad?

The trail showed the Sharifs tobein a
class of their own.

Q: You’ve dealt with different ad-
ministrations at NAB. Which was the
most competent of these?

I think General Amjad was the most
credible and the most serious about the
accountability process, but as you know,
due to political interference he was not
able to carry on.

Q: In your interview you men-
tioned that someone claiming to be
a general from the Pakistani army,
met with youin London in 2018, after
General Amjad’s era. Did Broadsheet
or you ever deal with the Pakistani
military directly with regards to
NAB affairs?

We only dealt with NAB; we had noth-
ing to do with the Pakistani military. And
for the record, let me say it: Tam not mak-
ing any accusations against the Pakistani
military. The man claimed that he was a
general, but there was no way of verifying
this.m
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Price of the Deal

“Broadsheet proves the furore over the Panama Scandal was justified”

The PTI government was
recently forced to pay a
$28.7 million penalty to the
asset recovery company,
Broadsheet, for the compro-
mises and crimes of past
rulers. Narratives talks to
the Prime Minister’s Special
Assistant on Accountability,
Shahzad Akbar, about the
case, whether it could have
settled the matter, avoided
payingthe penalty and saved
the country from the loss of
facein aforeign court.
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Q: Is the Broadsheet case bigger
than the Panama Scandal, and if so,
how?

A.Twon't say whether the Broadsheet
case is bigger or smaller than the Panama
one, but it is an important case for two
reasons. Firstly, it teaches us that we must
learn from history so that we do not re-
peat the same mistakes again. It reveals
how corrupt people got off the hook be-
cause of political expediency. General
Pervez Musharraf gave Nawaz Sharif
two National Reconciliation Ordinances
(NROs), which eventually paved the way
for his return to power the third time,
though his illegal assets were known to
the government since 2000. The account-
ability process was damaged because
Musharraf allowed Sharif to go to Saudi
Arabia in December 2000 despite the
cases against him, which his own gov-
ernment had initiated, and then again in
2007 when he (Musharraf) announced
the NRO. It was for these very assets that

— Shahzad Akbar
PMSA on Accountability

Nawaz had been arrested and disquali-
fied. The arbitrator of the Broadsheet case
says that the company was deprived of its
share as per its contract with Pakistan,
and this was what stopped the investiga-
tion of the corruption cases.

The second reason Broadsheet is im-
portant is that it further proves the furore
over the Panama Scandal was justified. It
proves that Nawaz Sharifblatantly lied be-
fore the Parliament and to the nation.

Q: What lies at the heart of the
Broadsheet dispute?

Simple... First the (then) government
entersintoanagreement with Broadsheet
to trace the ill-gotten assets accumulated
abroad by public office holders, and then
that goes south. The agreement was sim-
ple. A list of 200 people was provided to
Broadsheet, and they were tasked to trace
their illegal assets. It was agreed that the
company would get a 20 percent share for
the recovery of any such ill-gotten wealth
(whether abroad or in Pakistan, including

such cases that Broadsheet may not have
been involved in). But in December 2000,
adeal was struck between Musharrafand
Nawaz Sharif, and he was allowed to go
to Saudia Arabia. The problem cannot be
laid at the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB)'s door, but at the rulers of that time.
A big fraud was committed against the
nation; the corrupt were allowed to get
away, while Pakistan ended up paying a
whopping sum as the penalty.

Q: Was there any way we could
have saved this loss to the national
exchequer?

We have gone through all the pro-
cesses and reviewed the case minutely.
For the arbitration court, Broadsheet’s
claim was valid. Pakistani officials, who
signed the deal with Broadsheet, did not
review the agreement properly and it
was in the asset recovery company’s fa-
vour. Then, the past governments of the
Pakistan Peoples’ Party and the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz did not pursue
the case because of their own vested in-
terests. The first liability decision came
in 2016 and then again in 2018. We have
made a commission headed by a former
Supreme Court judge, Justice (Retired)
Azmat Saeed, to probe how this case was
pursued in the past. Our (PTI) govern-
ment made an appeal, but our initial arbi-
tration was sloppy and weak. The appeal
against the arbitrator’s verdict was filed
by the last caretaker government and
we pursued it. We delayed the payment,
but the case was so messed-up that we
couldn’t succeed and ended up paying a
hefty amount.

Q: The Broadsheet case reflects
not just the inefficiency and weak-
ness of our institutions, but also the
political opportunism and double
standards that exist. So what’s the
lesson?

A. The lesson is that we must not fall
prey to the quack medicine of building
political consensus to save the corrupt.
There was a lot of pressure on our gov-
ernment to change the NAB laws to ben-
efit the corrupt, but we did not budge. We
did not accept the kind of changes the op-
position parties wanted to bring into the
NAB laws in the name of reforms. And as
a result, now we see the opposition alli-
ance of the PDM (Pakistan Democratic
Movement) protesting on the streets. But
we are committed to holding the corrupt
accountable, despite all the obstacles.
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“The lesson is that we
must not fall prey to
the quack medicine
of building political
consensus to save the
corrupt. The corrupt
evade accountability
when murky deals
like the NRO are
made.”

Q: Who is responsible for making
a settlement with the wrong party
in the name of Broadsheet by paying
$1.5 million? Is the lawyer to be held
accountable?

Ahmed Bilal Sufi (lawyer) was hired
as an external lawyer by the then PPP
government. But it was basically former
Prime Minister, Yousaf Raza Gilani’s and
the law minister’s responsibility. One of
the Pakistan High Commission officials
in London raised the red flag in 2008
and pointed out to the higher-ups that
the names and addresses of the compa-
nies did not match. But his concerns were
brushed aside and an order was issued
to make the payment. The role of High
Commission officials is very limited. They

Musharraf’s Faustian bargain ended up sullying his country’s reputation.

just followed instructions.

Q: What steps are being taken
now to hold those responsible for this
loss of face Pakistan suffered in ar-
bitration and the loss to the national
exchequer?

As 1 said, a commission has been
formed to conduct an independent in-
quiry and assign responsibility to those
concerned

We know that the opposition is mak-
ing a hue and cry over the issue, but they
would have protested even if any other
independent person had been appoint-
ed as head of the commission in place of
Justice (R) Azmat Saeed. They know what
their crimes are, they know what they
did to damage the arbitration, and they
are looking for a way out. The Pakistani
authorities have had evidence about the
illegal assets of the Sharifs since 2000,
including the Avenfield Apartments in
London and properties in Saudi Arabia.
For example, this family failed to give de-
tails of the resources which were used to
set up the Chaudhary Sugar Mills in 1991
when Nawaz Sharif was the prime minis-
ter. That mill used to launder money.

Q: Will the Broadsheet case help
the accountability process?

Yes, it will. Corruption cases including
those against the Sharifs, Aftab Sherpao,
the Schon Group and many others will be
strengthened. Itis also alesson about how
the corrupt evade accountability when
murky deals like the NRO are made. ®
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In Pakistan, there has never been a dearth of scandals. The most recent one
to hit headlines is the Broadsheet Scandal, which has further exposed the
rot in our politics and the lack of capacity and inefficiency of our
institutions, including the National Accountability Bureau. The Broadsheet
saga flagged names of those, who have long remained notorious for their
alleged corruption and shady wheeling and dealing. As legal and political
pundits dissect the matter, legitimate questions are being asked about the
fate of Pakistan’s battle against corruption.

This month’s ‘Big Question’ is...

The Broadsheet Saga:
A test case for the
government or the
opposition?

Narratives asked former attorney general Irfan Qadir, leading Barrister
Abid S. Zuberi and former deputy prosecutor general of the National
Accountability Bureau, Raja Amir Abbas to share their views...

Irfan Qadir

Former Attorney General
of Pakistan

he first six paragraphs of the National
T Accountability Ordinance’s pream-
ble are full of ambiguity. They refer to
the recovery of outstanding amounts
from those who have committed default in repay-
ment to banks, financial institutions, governmental
agencies, etc.; and also, the recovery of state money
and other assets from those who have misappropriated
or removed such assets through corruption. On the basis
of these clauses, the National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
approached Broadsheet LLC, an entity based in the Isle of Man,
along with another company, International Asset Recovery Ltd
(TAR), in June 2000 to trace the ill-gotten assets, belonging to
200 Pakistanis, stashed abroad. The NAB officials signed Asset
Recovery Agreements (ARAs) with both firms.
In the first place, NAB had never needed any foreign firm’s as-
sistance when Pakistan had its own asset recovery departments,
such as the Federal Board of Revenue

(FBR), Federal Investigation Agency

man NAB, Lt. General (R) Mohammad

solved and eventually revived

(FTA), and so on. However, the then chair- Thl S BT’Oad Sh eet sa ga is through an injection of money by

its sponsors. While Broadsheet was

Amjad, was lured into employing over- infact, a test case fOT" the facing liquidation proceedings in the

seas companies to recover the looted
wealth.

and were oblivious of the equivocated

clauses, favouring Broadsheet and IAR. gOVanent as Well as
According to the terms, these firms l-he OppOSitiOI’l.

were entitled to receive 20 percent of the

entire state of Pakistan,
The NAB officials inked the ARAs | which pertains to the

Isle of Man, Mr. James established a
separate Colorado-based company,
with the same name (Broadsheet
LLC). In 2008, this Colorado-based en-
tity, which was not a party to the origi-
nal ARAs with NAB and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, was used to ne-

“amount available to be transferred.” It
is a matter of sheer humiliation that our NAB officers were too
incompetent to painstakingly scrutinize the contract drafted by
the firms.

Subsequently, in 2003, NAB terminated the ARAs with
Broadsheet and TAR on the grounds of material (pre-contract)
misrepresentation and/or fundamental breaches of the said
agreements. As could be expected, the termination resulted in
litigation between the parties.

The accountability bureau negotiated a settlement to avert
the crisis, which was indeed highly detrimental for Pakistan.
To top it off, the inept NAB officers paid the settlement money
to the fake/wrong firm. In this regard, relevant documentation
revealed that Broadsheet was established by a Colorado busi-
nessman, Mr. Jerry James. In 2005, the company faced liquida-
tion proceedings in the Isle of Man, as a result of which it was dis-

gotiate an agreement with NAB, to set-
tle all claims that the “original Broadsheet” had with Pakistan,
through a one-time payment of $1.5 million.

Needless to say, this payment of $1.5 million, paid to the
“wrong” Broadsheet, did not settle the actual dispute. It resulted
in arbitration proceedings between Broadsheet LLC (based in
the Isle of Man) and Pakistan.

In this matter, while we question the bureau’s incompetence,
one can also doubt whether the NAB officers were intentionally
colluding with the “wrong” Broadsheet.

This Broadsheet saga is, in fact, a test case for the entire state
of Pakistan, which pertains to the government as well as the op-
position, and all other stakeholders. While everyone should
stand united to fight this case internationally, the ongoing blame
game and political point-scoring between the government and
the opposition are severely sabotaging the national interest. |
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Abid S. Zuberi

Barrister at Law & Advocate
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ow is the Broadsheet case impacting
I I the already tense political situation in
the country? Will the government learn
from the mistakes made by its prede-
cessors and carry out much-needed reforms in the
accountability process in Pakistan? These are the
most sought after questions since the Broadsheet
case came to light.

The case pertains to the non-payment of ser-
vice fees to the asset recovery company Broadsheet
LLC by the Government of Pakistan and the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB). This saga has exposed the
negligence and incompetence at the highest levels of the
government and NAB. It did not only tarnish its reputation
but also incurred massive financial losses to the country. Will
the culprits be brought to account for those losses? This is the real
test for the government.

On July 20, 2000, the NAB hired two asset recovery compa-
nies, namely Broadsheet LLC, registered in the Isle of Man, and
the UK-based company, International Asset Recovery (IAR), to
investigate the illegally accumulated wealth of Pakistani politi-
cians, including Nawaz Sharif and his

Raja Aamir Abbas

Former Deputy Prosecutor
General NAB

gnorance of the law is no excuse, a
dictum internationally recognised.
I Viewed against the touchstone of
this phrase, the verdict given by Sir
Anthony Evans, the sole arbitrator in the case ti-
tled Broadsheet LLC versus the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan and the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB), reveals the pathetic and miserably
low standards of legal acumen and knowledge de-
picted by then Chairman NAB, Prosecutor General
NABand private Pakistanilawyers hired by NAB to set-
tle the matter. The entire matter has three phases:

1. Drafting, Understanding, and Preparation of the
Basic Agreement between the parties:

Even a layman or fresh law graduate would not subscribe
or pledge to many clauses incorporated in the Agreement as they
were perhaps intentionally left ambiguous and vague, particu-
larly clause four, which explains and creates a right of recovery
and claim of Broadsheet LLC regarding looted and plundered as-
sets, traced and recovered, pertaining to the registered names of
more than 100 public office holders of

Pakistan, provided by NAB.

family. However, the investigations
were dropped when then President
General (R) Pervez Musharraf allowed
Nawaz Sharif and his family to leave
the country. And in 2003, the NAB can-
celled the agreement with Broadsheet.

Broadsheet filed a case for arbitra-
tion with respect to the claim of their
service fee and damages. In 2008, NAB
entered into a settlement agreement
with the wrong Broadsheet and paid
$1.5 million, despite knowing about the
liquidation of the actual Broadsheet

tions cannot deflect from the

The Claim Of €X0n€rati0n truth about the responsibility of
persons who have brought this shame to

by the opp O.S:lthTl leaders Pakistan and failed to recover the looted
was flatly rejected by wealth.

. The claim of exoneration by the op-
I<aV€h MOuSSClVl, CEO Of position leaders was flatly rejected by
Broadsheet... He has also Kaveh Moussavi, CEO of Broadsheet. He
accuse d NAB o f has also accused NAB of sabotaging his
sabotaging his efforts to

efforts to unearth the looted wealth of
Pakistan, as well as removing the names
of people from the list given to him for

Failing to understand that the origi-
nal Broadsheet firm was substituted by
Broadsheet LLC, a shell company in-
corporated in the Isle of Man, a British
Island, without having the requisite
experience, funds, and infrastructure
required to carry out tracing and inves-
tigation of looted and plundered assets
abroad.

2. Gross Criminal Negligence in Out
of Court Settlement:

In 2008, when the NAB approached
Broadsheet LLC for an out of court set-

The legal proceedings
were conducted in a
manner and mode that
depicted poor quality
of preparation,
understanding, and
application of relevant
laws and judgments.

pleadings, evidence, and

framing of actual issues of contro-

versy before the arbitrator. And the legal
proceedings were conducted in a man-
ner that depicted poor quality of prepa-
ration, understanding, presentation,
and application of relevant laws and
judgments. This abject performance
resulted in a huge penalty against
Pakistan and in favour of Broadsheet
LLC. There are still chances that fresh
litigation may result in case of recover-
ies from the Sharif and Zardari families

LLC. The whole situation was a com-

unearth the looted wealth. | me probe. Moussavi has described NAB

as a conspiracy against the people of

edy of errors and displayed gross neg-
ligence on the part of NAB and the government.

Their repudiation of the agreement with firms; the settle-
ment with the wrong company; and pursuing the cases in a bun-
gling manner not only caused financial loss to the country but
dented its reputation as well. Such gross and criminal negligence
should not be overlooked.

The government has taken a bold step by appointing a com-
mission to inquire into the Broadsheet debacle and other related
matters. A retired, learned judge of the Supreme Court, Justice
Azmat Saeed, has been nominated as the commission’s chair-
man. The opposition has rejected this commission, alleging it
to be biased. Nevertheless, the accusation and counter accusa-
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Pakistan.

Thus far, it can be established that there has been an abject
failure on the part of Pakistan and NAB to pursue the matter of
looted wealth. Now, the test for the government is to ensure the
recovery of the looted wealth. For this purpose, the first step is to
revamp the whole accountability process, including NAB.

Regrettably, NAB has failed the people of Pakistan because
the references it files against politicians accused of corruption
eventually assists in their acquittal from courts, given faulty in-
vestigations or lack of evidence. The accountability process can-
not be successful under the existing setup of the NAB. As long as
it continues, a valid accountability process and recovery of loot-
ed wealth, will remain a dream for the people of Pakistan.

tlement, it was under liquidation, and
was dissolved by the High Court. The
person with whom NAB entered into the settlement by pay-
ing a heavy amount of $1.5 million, was not carrying any Valid
Assignment Deed. Moreover, the liquidator appointed by the
Court on behalf of Broadsheet LLC, was not alien to the entire
settlement proceedings. This criminal negligence on behalf of
NAB and the Pakistani lawyers, appointed to settle and negoti-
ate the matter resulted in a huge loss to the Pakistani exchequer.
The scenario reminds one of the iconic English movie, Gone with
the Wind.

3. Main Proceedings before the Sole Arbitrator, Sir Anthony
Evans:

The Pakistani Legal team failed miserably in filing proper

and many more incorporated in the list
of assigned and registered targets and
entities annexed with the schedule of the original agreement, as
again the agreement is silent about any time frames.

The wretched Broadsheet saga portrays a series of interna-
tionallegal battles fought by Pakistan’s legal teams against heavy
sums paid in the shape of legal consultancy charges that have
brought nothing but failure, disappointment, and catastrophic
results in legal cases before various international legal forums.
There is a big question mark on the authorities who appoint
and engage such law firms for reasons and considerations best
known to them, resultantly, causing huge monetary losses to the
government exchequer whether it is the Reko Dik Copper case or
Karkay Dispute case, or the Broadsheet claim. B
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Prosecution in the Dock

A weak and flawed investigation and prosecution in the Daniel Pearl Murder case
allows Omar Saeed Sheikh and his three accomplices to get away scot free

By Amir Zia

The writer is a senior
Jjournalist and managing
editor, Narratives.

he acquittal of British-born
T militant, Ahmed Omar Saeed

Sheikh, and three other ac-

cused, in the kidnapping
and murder case of American journalist
Daniel Pearl, has thrown Pakistan’s entire
investigation, prosecution and judicial
system into a tailspin.

The Sindh High Court’s decision to
overturn the conviction of Omar Sheikh
and his co-accused in this internationally
high-profile case, and the Supreme Court
of Pakistan’s subsequent endorsement
of the acquittal, raises several troubling
questions. The foremost among them
is, if Omar Sheikh and the other three
men - Fahad Naseem, Salman Saqgib and
Mohammed Adeel - are innocent, then
who will account for the 19 years of their
lives lost in prison? And if they are indeed
guilty, then how and why is the system al-
lowing them to go unpunished?

On a broader-level, the handling of
Daniel Pearl's murder exposes Pakistan’s
entire judicial system, where criminal cas-
es drag on not just for years, but decades,
and ultimately, more than 90 percent of
the accused convicted by the lower trial
courts get offthe hook because of poor in-
vestigation and prosecution.

Italso underlines the grim reality that
if securing convictions of suspects in-
volved in heinous crimes like murder and
kidnapping remains such a Herculean

task, then punishing white-collar crimi-
nals involved in financial corruption,
money laundering and tax-evasion would
likely be next to impossible.

This acquittal is also seen as a test-
case for both Pakistan and the newly
elected US government. How they handle
this tricky affair, which has huge symbolic
value for both sides, is a critical question.
Washington has expressed outrage, say-
ing that “this decision to exonerate and re-
lease Sheikh and the other suspects is an
affront to terrorism victims everywhere,
including in Pakistan.”

As far as Pakistani investigators are
concerned, Omar Sheikh stands guilty of
“masterminding” Daniel Pearl’s kidnap-
ping on January 23, 2002 outside a down-
town hotel in Karachi.

“There should not be an iota of
doubt that it was Omar Sheikh, who met
Daniel Pearl at a hotel in Rawalpindi and
lured him to Karachi for an interview
with Sheikh Mubarak Ali Shah Gilani, an
Islamic scholar, who was not part of the
conspiracy,” affirms a senior investigator,
who interrogated one of the four accused
in this case. “But the incompetence of the
police officers wrecked this solid case.”

Daniel Pearl, the Mumbai-based
South Asia bureau chief of The Wall Street
Journal, was in Karachi to research the al-

The handling of
Daniel Pearl’s murder
exposes Pakistan’s
judicial system, where
criminal cases often
drag on for decades,
and more than 90
percent of the accused
convicted by the lower
trial courts get off the
hook.

What does Omar Saeed Sheikh’s
acquittal say about Pakistan’s
Jjustice system?

leged links between Pakistani militants
and Richard C. Reid, the British terrorist,
who was arrested in December 2001 for
attempting to detonate ashoe bomb while
ona flight from Paris to Miami.

“Omar Sheikh planned Pearl’s kidnap-
ping from his aunt’s house in Karachi’s
Mohammed Ali Society, along with the
three co-accused... but before the kidnap-
ping he went to Lahore, and someone else
executed the abduction,” the investigator
shares.

Police records state that Omar Sheikh
was arrested on February 12, 2002, but
according to leaked information, he
surrendered himself to the authorities
on February 5 in Lahore, due to family
pressure.

“A highly intelligent and smart per-
son, Omar Sheikh had a history of being
involved in militancy from a young age,
when he was a student in London,” says
the investigator. “From Bosnia to occu-
pied Kashmir — right or wrong — he stood
up for Muslim causes.”
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Daniel Pearl’s alleged killer, Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed was arrested
from Rawalpindi in March, 2003.

He promised us that he would help secure
Daniel Pearl's release.”

But that never happened. Omar
Sheikh did try to get in touch with Daniel
Pearl’s captors, who initially avoided his
calls, but later told him that the American
journalist had been killed.

The lynchpin of the Al-Qaeda terror-
ist network in Pakistan, Amjad Farooqi,
who was also involved in at least two as-
sassination attempts on then President
Pervez Musharrafin December 2003, was
eventually killed in September 2004 in

Pearl’s kidnapping

Nawabshah. Khalid Sheikh Mohammed
—who beheaded Pearl and was identified
through his hand in the video footage,
made public by the militants a month af-
ter the killing — was arrested on March 1,
2003 from Rawalpindi and handed over
to the US authorities. Now he languishes
in Guantanamo Bay prison, where he con-
fessed to Pearl’'s murder, along with sever-
al other crimes.

The investigator’s account of events
leading to Daniel Pearl’s kidnapping and
murder and the role of militant kingpins
involved in this gruesome episode may
appear like a fascinating cloak-and-dag-
ger saga, but proving all this in a court of

Justice Denied...

newsmaker|

there were many loopholes, weaknesses
and contradictions in the case built by the
prosecution, which were shred to pieces
when the case came up for hearing before
the Sindh High Court.

Faisal Siddiqui, the lawyer represent-
ing Pearl’s family, however, maintains that
he does not know on what grounds the
Supreme Court acquitted Omar Sheikh
and the other three accused. “Only a short
order has been issued... we are waiting for
the detailed verdict, which will take some
time as it is a complicated and lengthy
case.”

A 58-page synopsis of the case filed
onJanuary 28, 2021, in the Supreme Court

atmosphere was created where an arrest
meant that one is a convict. But fabricat-
ed evidence and fake witnesses leave a
track,” says Barrister Mehmood A. Sheikh,
the Lahore-based defence lawyer of Omar
Sheikh. Nothing was proven against Omar
Sheikh and the other accused... had this
not been the case, they would have never
been acquitted by the Sindh High Court
and then by the Supreme Court, both of
which reviewed the cases minutely.”
Highlighting the flaws and contradic-
tions in the prosecution’s case, Barrister
Mehmood Sheikh maintains that firstly,
nobody knows who Daniel Pearl went to

. 11
Then CPLC chief Jameel Yusuf, the
last person to see Pearl alive, could

law is yet another story. by the petitioner, challenging the acquit- not confirm who Pearl met with
Omar Sheikh was arrested and im- and murder and the Defence lawyers maintain that tal decision of the Sindh High Court says, Legal exp erts say that when he disappeared.
prisoned in India for the 1994 abductions role Of mi litant Pakistan was under severe pressure to “Ahmed Omar Sheikh was an internation- [he}"e were many

of Western tourists in New Delhi; he was
among those who were set free in 1999,
following the hijacking of an Indian pas-
senger plane to Kandahar, Afghanistan, in

kingpins involved in
this gruesome episode

deliver Pearl’s kidnappers and Kkillers.
Consequently, a swift judgement was
passed by the trial court on July 15, 2002
— in less than three months. The court

al terrorist, specialising in kidnapping for
ransom... this context of international ter-
rorism is crucial in adjudicating the pre-
sent petitions.”

loopholes, weaknesses
and contradictions in

meeton January 23,2002 at 7:00 pm.
Jameel Yusuf, the then chief of the

Citizens-Police  Liaison =~ Committee

(CPLC), was the one whom Pearl met

return for the hostages. may appear like a handed down the death sentence to Omar The petition said that the Sindh High the case built by the shortly before being kidnapped; he ap-

“Omar Sheikh himself narrated his . . Sheikh for Pearl’s kidnapping and mur- Court judgment was “based on a gross . . peared in the trial court as the prosecu-
role in the kidnapping of Daniel Pearl to f aSClnatlng Cloak-and- der, while the other three were given life misreading of the evidence, disregard- p rosecution > Wthh tion’s prime witness number two. “He
interrogators, asking them not to touch dagger saga, but imprisonment. They were also fined Rs. ing of critical evidence and facts and a were Shred to pieces (Jameel Yusuf) only told the court that
him (beat him up),” the investigator re- . .. 500,000 — an amount ordered to be paid gross misinterpretation of the law, result- h h Daniel Pearl came to see him that day at
veals. “However, Omar Sheikh, did not ex- proving Clll thlS mna to Pearl’s widow, Mariane. ing in findings which are artificial and when the case came hisoffice. He also told the court that Daniel
pect that Daniel Pearl would be murdered : However, in the Sindh High Court, shocking.” r ri 7 Pearl received a phone call at around 5:50
by his captors, who included the high- court Of lClW 1S y et where the appeal dragged on for 18 years, For the defence lawyers, the case was up f O_ hea lng bef ore or 5:52 pm, and he overheard him con-
profile Al-Qaeda-linked militants, Khalid another StO}"y_ the prosecution failed to prove its case. fabricated and evidence cooked-up and the Sindh ngh Court. firming his 700 pm appointment. Daniel

Sheikh Mohammed, and Amjad Farooqi.

Legal experts are of the view that

based on ill-intentions. “At that time, an

Pearlreceived another call at 6:28 pm,and

The Daniel Pearl case — Timeline

February 12: Police announce
Omar Sheikh's arrest. :

AliKhanreplaces
Memon.

April 25: Judge Ashraf

»
>

April 30: The trial is shifted
to Hyderabad Prison from
Karachi on the Sindh High

Court’s (SHC) orders.

\ 4

2002 —

January 30: The WS/ receives a
i second email from Pearl’s captors,

February 5: The British-born Ahmed
Omar Saeed Sheikh hands himself over to
the authorities in Lahore — and his uncle, a

February 14: Authorities produce
Omar Sheikh before an Anti-Terrorism

January 23: The Wall Street Journal

February 21: A
(WSJ)'s South Asia Bureau Chief, Daniel

video-tapeis delivered

Pearl, is abducted in Karachi after he ¢ threatening to kill him if their de- s . ) . Court in Karachi, where he makes the to the US Consulate
! : . Lo e : district courtjudge, confirmsit. - g April 22: The
sets offto interview alittle-known cleric, i mandsare not metwithin 24 hours. : shocking disclosure that as far as he Karachi, showing p | : dedoverb
ilani H “ i » . trial, presided over by
Mubarak Shah Gilani. Do sanss s an February 11: Omar Sheikhs three accomplices knows, “Pearlis already dead. Pearl’s l.ast mo- Judge Abdul Ghafoor
A —SalmanSagib, Adil Sheikh and Fahad Naseem > ments, including his Memon, begins
January 27: The WS/ receives Pear!’s photo- —arearrested in Karachi. These men allegedly beheading. ’ '

graph and alist of demands via e-mail from A

an unknown, shadowy group, the National
Movement for the Restoration of Pakistan’s
Sovereignty. The photograph shows a

gun pointed at Pearl’s head. The demands
include: release of Pakistani militants held
by the US authorities and the F-16 fighter
aircraft, which Washington withheld despite
receiving payment from Pakistan.

sent the emails to the WSJ.

March 22: Police lay formal
charges for kidnapping, murder
and terrorism against the four
men. Authorities also name
seven other menin

connection with the crime and
declare them absconders.

i May 3: The trial resumes

i inHyderabad. The defence
refuses to attend the hearing
i and filesa petitionin the
Supreme Court against the

i change of venue.

March 1-10: All the four accused are pro-
duced in court. Three of the men confess
to sending the emails to WS/, while a taxi
driver identifies Omar Sheikh as the one he
saw meeting Pearl on January 23 (The wit-
nessis later found to be a police constable
and his evidence is deemed fake).
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Journalist Asra Nomani, a close friend of Daniel Pearl, left Pakistan without

giving any testimony.

he assured the caller that he would be on
time as he was close to the venue. Daniel
Pearl left Jameel Yusuf’s office at around
6:45 pm,” Barrister Sheikh quotes from the
record of court proceedings.

“After Pearl’s abduction, when the
phone numbers from which Daniel Pearl
received the calls were traced, it was
found that they belonged to one Imtiaz
Siddiqui, who to date remains one of the
absconders in this case,” says Sheikh.

The biggest blow to the case, accord-
ing to Barrister Mehmood, was when the
prosecution’s prime witness, Nasir Abbas
— introduced as a taxi-driver — was found
tobeapolice constable.

Nasir Abbas, in his statement, had said

The biggest blow to
the case, according

to Barrister
Mehmood, was when
the prosecution’s
prime witness, Nasir
Abbas — introduced
as a taxi-driver — was
found to be a police
constable.

that he dropped off Pearl at the Village
Restaurant, Metropole Hotel, from where
he was driven away in a white Corolla car
by four men, one of whom, he claimed,
was Omar Sheikh.

But the defence says that that day
Omar Sheikh was in Lahore. Even the po-
lice did not mention Nasir Abbas’ name
in the FIR which was lodged several days
after the kidnapping, and defence lawyers
allege that he was a “planted witness.”

Barrister Mehmood asserts that Omar
Sheikh was convicted by the trial court
just on the “fake statement of the taxi
driver”

Khawaja Naveed, a former high court
judge and one of the defence lawyers of
Fahad Naseem and Mohammed Adeel,
says that another blunder of the investiga-
tors and prosecution pertains to the FBI
agent Ronald Joseph, who conducted the
forensic of the laptop that contained pho-
tos of Pearl during his abduction days and
the threatening emails. “The FBI agent, in
his statement, said that he received the
laptop from the American Consulate in
Karachi on February 4, 2002 and exam-
ined it for six days.”

However, the police in its record,
claims that they raided the houses of
Fahad Naseem and others on February 11,
2002, arresting them and seizing comput-
ers used to send emails and photos. This
contradiction in the statement of a prime
witness and the police, literally wrecked
the case for the prosecution, Naveed adds.

Barrister Mehmood says that the case
collapsed because the prosecution did not

newsmaker|

Justice Denied...

have any credible piece of evidence, such
as documents, a computer or a witness.

Asra Nomani, a journalist and a close
friend of Daniel Pearl, who was with
Daniel Pearl and his wife during that pe-
riod, left Pakistan without giving any tes-
timony. Marine Pearl did not record her
statement either, even though Pakistani
authorities offered her the facility of doing
this from the Pakistan High Commission
in London.

Arif s/o Qari Abdul Qadeer, also
shown as an absconder, was already ac-
quitted in this case from Faisalabad in
2014, according to Barrister Mehmood.
However, the investigators and the prose-
cution tried to hide this fact from the High
Court and the Supreme Court, but copies
of this case were also furnished as addi-
tional evidence by the defence team.

Even the gory video of Pearl’s behead-
ing did not establish any link between
Omar Sheikh and the other three and the
murder or Sheikh’s presence at the scene
of the crime. The beheading was carried
out by Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, who is
in US custody, but has not been tried for
this offence so far.

A senior investigator, attached to the
case in its initial days, maintains that our
entire justice system is weak and flawed
and benefits criminals rather than vic-
tims and their families. “In India, a confes-
sion made before the Superintendent of
Police stands in court, but here this is not
the case. Criminals conveniently change
statements when they appear before the
judge,” he says.

In his view, the limited period re-
mands also benefit criminals and terror-
ists. “You can't break hardened criminals
in two or three days or even a week or
two... that’s the reason police often hide
arrests in the earlier days of any case, but
this creates problems of its own and often
weakens the case. At least, terror suspects
and criminals should remain in custody
for longer durations for securing positive
results.”

Pakistan also needs to put in place a
witness-protection programme in high
profile cases, especially those related to
terrorism. This is a must.

At the end of the day, the Daniel Pearl
case has proved to be an embarrassment
for the country and, once again, exposed
all the weaknesses and flaws of Pakistan’s
investigation, prosecution and judicial
system. Without carrying out structural

reforms, the system will continue to ei- ) )

Pearl’s wife, Mariane, turned down
ith . the Pakistani authorities’ offer of

Without car rymg out giving her testimony from London.

structural reforms,

ther punish the innocent or favour the

the Syste m will criminal. Short-cuts and stopgap meas-
. . ures will not do. The entire system needs
conlinue to €lth er to be overhauled. Perhaps, the process of
puni sh the innocent clean-up can begin by holding accounta-
ble those top police officers, who received

Orf avour the commendations and medals for closing

high-profile terrorism cases which, in
fact, were never closed. The Daniel Pearl
case is a prime example of this grave in-
justice done to the family of a victim by a
grossly inept police and prosecution. B

criminal. Short-cuts
and stopgap
measures will not do.

May 17: Police find Pearl’s remains in i April 2: The SHC announces the judgment. It commutes the death

June 27: The defence team presents two July 15: The verdict

May 9: The Supreme Court

{ dismisses the plea of the agrave on the outskirts of Krachi. witnesses in court. The first witness, Sheikh is announced in sentence of Omar Sheikh to seven years — and only on kidnappipg
! defence. Rauf— Omar’s uncle — tells the judge that he Hyderabad Central charges.. It upholds the fippeal of the other three and orders their
was with the accused when he surrendered Prison. Omar Sheikh i release, ifnotrequired inany other case. .
May 11: The US Federal Bureau on .Februa.ry 5,aweek before the police isawarded thej death A . :

L \ claimed his arrest. sentence for kidnap- April 3: The Sindh Home Department
of Investigation (FBI)'s computer ) . .
expert gives evidence regarding A l ping and murder, while places all four under detention under the

the other three get life- ’ - Maintenance of Public Order and the Sindh

the emailin court. o
a 0 government announces that it will file an

appeal against the verdict in the Supreme

imprisonment. They are also fined and

July 1: The second witness, Omar’s
ordered to pay Rs. 500,000 to

father, Sheikh Ahmad Saeed, denies

May 14: The video

of PearTs slaying s  June21: Omar testifiesfor the his sor's links with the Al-Qaeda Pearl’s widow. 2020 Court. The US criticises the judgment.
. ¢ first time, denying all the charges. : . :
shownin court. : ; chief, Osama bin Laden.
fevrerre e l March 3-6: The 2 021
Mavi6:A APl l OO PP O FOPHos N eSS SRS SHC division bench J 28:The'S c holds the SHC!
ay16: Asecon . . . . i ; : i July17: All four hears the case ona anuary 28: The supreme Courtupholds the SHG'S

agent testifies on the June 22: Saqib, Adil and Nasim : July10: The three-month trial {convicts filean dav-to-dav basis decision, ordering the release of the four men

herticitv of th also deny the charges, including i concludes.Judge Syed Ashraf Ali Shah : y Yy Dasls, icted of Kidnappi dmurderi |
authenticity of the y o h di i appealin the SHC. after an 18-year gap. convicted of kidnapping and murdering Pearl.

M the sending of the emails. i Teservesthe verdict.

—_ Narratives Desk
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Distant Neighbours

The anti-Muslim Hindutva mind-set is not prepared to accept Pakistan

By Zafar Hilaly

The writer is a prominent
political analyst and former
diplomat.

ndia and Pakistan have incom-

patible mutual obsessions.
I Ours are Kashmir and secu-

rity, India’s that Pakistan is still
on the map of the world. These mutual
obsessions have not changed for the past
seven decades. That Pakistan’s concerns
are understandable, is evidenced by the
map. But what about India’s obsessions?
And what are these?

According to former Indian defence min-
ister Jaswant Singh:

a) Pakistanisanincorrigibly trouble-
some state that has always dreamt of par-
ity with India which it could never attain.

b) Jinnah's only real legacy is a per-
manent reminder of what a tragic mis-
take Pakistan has been.

¢) Kashmir is ‘closed history, not fit-
tingasatopic for international diplomacy.

d) No one has had as much experi-
ence with Islam as India. India knows
how to deal with Pakistan and Islam.

e)  Pakistan is an illegitimate state
and an illegitimate heir of British India
and, therefore, can have no legal claim

Former Indian defence minister Jaswant Singh’s irrational anti-Pakistan
animus was contradicted by his own actions.

to patrimony and certainly not in pref-
erence to that of the sole legitimate heir
— Bharat.

Jaswant Singh was right in one re-
spect: that India knew how to handle
Muslims and Islam. They proved this by
serving their Muslim rulers loyally and
faithfully, obediently following their di-
rections for 700 years, and freely accept-
ing Islam. Indeed, Mughal India’s fame
owed alot toits Hindu subjects.

In all other respects Jaswant was
self-evidently wrong. For instance, had
there been any truth in his assertion
that Pakistan was a terrible mistake,
Bangladesh, whose emergence had been
mid-wifed by India, would surely have
merged with Indian Bengal. And Indian-
Occupied Kashmir, sought to be annexed
by India, would not have been in revolt to-
day, so much so that 700,000 Indian oc-
cupation forces are needed to suppress
the uprising with the help of frequent cur-
fews and blackouts and the suspension of
email and phone services for months to
keep the population cowed and voiceless.

Nor is insanity the appropriate re-
sponse to reality, which is what Jaswant
Singh is imputing by claiming that in-
finitely smaller Pakistan claims parity

with India (more than the notional par-
ity all states enjoy under international
law). Besides, if indeed Partition was such
a ‘terrible’ mistake, why did Jaswant ac-
company former Indian prime minister
Vajpayee on the bus yatra to Lahore and
acknowledge, at the Minar-e-Pakistan
(1999), that India was reconciled to
Pakistan’s existence? And, ifthat was only
because such knavery was meant to mis-
lead, it fooled no one, neither their hosts
nor their own folk. Over the several dec-
ades since Partition, too many signals of
friendship had been sent, but never re-
ceived; agreements reached, but never
concluded, and others signed, but never
implemented for their respective peoples
to realise there are no happy ends to the
India-Pakistan saga. In fact, the popular
feeling in both countries is that this saga
isheaded in a nasty direction.

Consider the portents: Is not the cur-
rent regime in Delhi led by a Hindu fanat-
ic with the blood of Gujrati Muslims on his
hands? Are not Modi’s actions, speeches
and policies steeped in the bitter rhetoric
of religion? Do they not convey a fever-
ish hysteria against Muslims, Pakistan
and Islam? Is not Indian secularism, once
rooted in conscience and humanity, now
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Playing with Fire

dead and buried under extremist Hindu
dogma?

If ever there was hope that the
courts would act to curb Modi’s descent
into religious bloodletting by dispens-
ing justice to the minorities, that van-
ished when four Indian Supreme Court
Judges held a press conference in 2018
accusing Modi of manipulating the
Chief Justice of India by blackmail and
threats to set up benches and rosters to
ensure that Modi's henchman got off.

The predicament of the Election
Commission of India is no less dire.
Terrified commissioners ignore fla-
grant violations of election laws and
voting procedures to favour the BJP lest
their families be accosted by RSS thugs,
thereby, denting all hopes of bringing
about a change through the ballot.

Even the Indian army consented
to bomb its own soldiers at Pulwama
to boost Modis electoral prospects.
“T swear,” screamed a uniformed sol-
dier who had friends among the dead,
“they removed half a dozen check
posts on the route of the convoy just
so the (fake) bomber could approach it
undisturbed.”

Who then will take on Modi? The
Opposition in India is hardly worth the
name. They seem overwhelmed by the
tsunami of intolerance (of majoritisa-
tion) that has engulfed India. The once
powerful media too has been cowed,
manipulated and coerced into surren-
der. It now operates as an instrument
for spreading hate against Muslims and
minorities. Social media has morphed
into lynch mobs and gangs, which burn,
rape and kill. It is said Modi issues or-
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According to prominent Indian
journalist Tavleen Singh, in the ‘new
India’ criticising Modi is an act of
sedition.

The Opposition in India
is hardly worth the
name, the once
powerful media has
been cowed, even the
Indian army consented
to bomb its own
soldiers at Pulwama to
boost Modi’s electoral
prospects. Who then
will take on Modi?
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January 2018: Four Indian Supreme Court justices hold a press conference
in Delhi accusing the BJP regime of blackmail and intimidation.

It

ders each morning to RSS trolls identifying
Muslim targets to be attacked.

Luckily for Modi, the capacity of his sup-
porters to be duped is infinite. The absence
of reason or facts and science in Modi’s
demagogic utterances is glaring. That eve-
rything people say, directs Modi, must
be true. If they say a goat is a horse, so it is.
Had not the consequences of such beliefs
proved tragic, they would be amusing.

So desperate is Modi to lend credence
to the Indian lies about Balakot, that my ut-
terances on HUM TV were doctored and
the tape sliced, edited and pasted to convey
the opposite of what I had said, and then
aired. Thanks to some deft and hard work
by our agencies, such ‘doctoring’ was dis-
covered and, perhaps for the first time, the
Indian media was compelled to publicly
withdraw news items carrying false reports
about Pakistan.

Tavleen Singh, a prominent Indian jour-
nalist, writing on 10/1/21 says the ‘new India’
fanatics loathe Muslims and believe criti-
cism of Modi amounts to an attack on India.
Those Indians that attack him, say these
fanatics, have no right to live in India — and
thatincludes Singh.

Continuing, she says, “New India hates
Islam and gloats every time a Muslim is
dragged off to a police station to be beaten,
or worse. BJP bigots are now not only in gov-
ernment, but also think tanks and drawing
rooms, and even there dissent amounts to
sedition.

Meanwhile Pakistan is making a con-
certed effort to promote its own narra-
tive in major international fora. Sadly,
however, our target list does not include
the Organisation of African Unity, the
Caribbean group, the Commonwealth
Secretariat, etc; which it should, rather
thanleave the field to India.

Currently India is abusing the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) to damage
Pakistan’s economy when, in fact, we can
exploit mountains of data on money laun-
dering in India by Big Money, who gener-
ously fund showy BJP electoral campaigns.
Modi is adept in dispensing favours to ty-
coons, like the Ambanis, who rake in much
more than what they dish out to Modi or in
taxes.

Indeed, kickbacks and commissions
are fast becoming a hallmark of Modi-
negotiated deals. Among these, the Rafael
fighter deal with France, the chief benefi-
ciary of which was yet another Modi aco-
lyte. The fact that an audit of the deal was
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thwarted by Modi, and a law passed stipu-
lating such investigations could only be
undertaken with government permission,
was akin to asking a thief permission to
investigate his own fraud. But, it needs be
said, there are no signs of Pak negotiators
alluding to these Indian malpractices in
FATF meetings, even though they clearly
amount to money laundering.

Then there is the Hundi system and
where Hundi exists, as we know from our
own experience, so does money launder-
ing. Bombay is full of clues of the culprits
and their BJP political connections.

Additionally, India has the largest gold
market in the world and gold trading is an
open door for money laundering, which is
one reason why FATF is asking Pakistan to
make gold purchases, subject to banking
transactions. But what about India?

Gold and diamond smugglers from
India are on the lam in Europe. One who
defrauded his customers, and the Indian
state, of taxes, was recently apprehended
in London. Ifand when repatriated to India,
the likelihood is that a deal will be struck
with him, leading to hisrelease after a short
jailterm.

With regard to Modi-Doval foreign ter-
ror operations, there is evidence the IS at-
tack on Sikh gurdwaras and civil hospitals
in Kabul were funded by RAW and so too
the TTP and the Jamat ul Ahrar.

The Pakistan dossier handed over
to the UN Secretary General earlier this
month contains further details about
Indian connections to these terror groups
and confessions of the spy Kulbushan
Yadav, which also revealed the extent of
Indian-abetted, facilitated, financed and
directed attacks on Pakistan, including
the raising of a force of 700 militants to
sabotage CPEC; and training camps in
Afghanistan (66) and in India (21) run by
the Kabul regime and India respectively.

Western reluctance to hold India’s feet
to the fire on account of terror attacks by
the Indian state and its proxies stems from
the fear western governments/investors/
exporters have of Indian retaliation, in par-
ticular denial of access to a market as large
asIndia’s. Hence, they go to great lengths to
retain India’s custom, even promising, in
the case of ships, aircraft, and other weap-
onry, not to sell similar items to Pakistan.
The onset of the US-China cold war, and
India’s much-vaunted alliance with the US,
has led Washington to turn a blind eye to
India’s criminal antics. The fact that Modi

The aftermath of an Indian-backed terrorist attack on the Gurdwara Har

Rai Sahib in Kabul, March 2020.

Western reluctance to
hold India’s feet to the
fire on account of
terror attacks by the
Indian state and its
proxies stems from
the fear western
governments/inves-
tors/exporters have of
denial of access to a
market as large as
Indias.

3 . LR
Indians protest corrupt Rafale deal.

himself was once denied entry to the US
on grounds of having participated in the
killing of Gujarati Muslims, a prohibition
withdrawn once Modi became prime
minister, is evocative of how the US cod-
dles murderers like Modi and Netanyahu.

To sum up, Modi’s ‘New India, com-
prises false flag operations and surgical
strikes; hate and persecution; murder and
mayhem, of Muslims and minorities, and
faces no opposition at home and abroad
worth the name. All of which is happen-
ing under a nuclear overhang, suggest-
ing what? That the subcontinent is being
readied to become the world’s largest kill-
ing field? Be that as it may, Modi’s India
is not a nation worth befriending for
Pakistan, which intends to confront India
boldly and resolutely when challenged or
provoked. ®
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Paradise Lost

Once a virtual paradise on earth, the Kashmir Valley has been reduced to a
veritable hell by Indian security forces

By Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai

The writer is Secretary
General of the World

Kashmir Awareness
Forum.

“We cannot cut off our lines of com-
munication with the countries or
forces that do not see eye-to-eye
with us on Kashmir. Engagement
with them is imperative. But, at the
same time, we need to make new al-
lies and remain in the international
realm to build pressure to pave the
way for multilateral diplomacy to
resolve the Kashmir dispute.”

—Sardar Masood Khan,
President, Azad Kashmir.

he Kashmir issue is simply
this: the people of a vast ter-
T ritory, which is not part of
any existing sovereign state,
were assured by the entire international
community, represented by the United
Nations, that they would be enabled to de-
cide their future through a free vote. Until
now, this pledge has not been honoured.
Instead, under military occupation by
India, a barbarous rule has been foisted
on them. Their current uprising is the
culmination of a non-violent resistance
movement sustained over seven decades,
in the face of endless persecution. It suits
the guilty party, India, to quibble over the
issue and make it look abstruse and for-
biddingly intricate. The false intricacy, in
turn, provides an alibi to others to tem-
porise and postpone a just and fair settle-
ment of the dispute. Meanwhile, the peo-
ple of Jammu & Kashmir have to bear the
painful cost of this in the form of count-
less inquires, death, destruction and in-
tense suffering.

The ceasefire line between the forces
of India and Pakistan has currently di-
vided Kashmir into two parts. One part
is under Indian occupation: this com-
prises 63 percent of the whole territory
and includes the Valley; it has a popula-
tion of around 12.8 million. The other,
with around 4.3 million people, includes
Azad (free) Kashmir, which is under indi-
rect Pakistani control,and 1.3 million peo-
ple in the northern region of Gilgit and
Baltistan, which is directly administered
by Pakistan. About 2 million Kashmiris
are refugees in Pakistan: some 800,000
live in Britain and about 1 million are scat-
tered around the world.

A society with a settled historical
continuity of its own, Kashmir has been
independent over long periods of time
spanning centuries. During the colonial
era, however, it was one of the principali-
ties called States, which were ruled by
hereditary feudal chiefs (Maharajahs or
Nabobs) and granted internal autonomy
by Britain as the paramount power. The
Maharajah of Jammu and Kashmir was

the descendant of a freebooter, who ob-
tained the territory from the British East
India Company in return for the pay-
ment of a sum of money in 1846. The re-
sentment of the people of Kashmir at
having been treated as chattel in this
sale deed remained inarticulate during
the early colonial period but exploded
in a freedom movement in 1931 It led
to the ‘Quit Kashmir’ campaign against
the Maharajah in 1946, and to the Azad
Kashmir movement which gained mo-
mentum a year later. The first armed en-
counter between the Maharajah’s troops
and insurgent forces occurred in August
1947.

At that time, Britain was liquidating
its empire in the subcontinent. The tri-
partite agreement of Britain, the National
Congress (representing Hindus) and the
Muslim League (representing Muslims)
partitioned British India into two in-
dependent countries: one comprising
Hindu majority areas which retained
the name ‘India’ and the other includ-
ing Muslim majority areas which named
itself Pakistan. As this settlement also
meant the end of British paramountcy
over the autonomous principalities called
States, these were supposed to merge
with either one of the two countries in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the people
and the principle of Partition (Hindu ma-
jority States with India and Muslim ma-
jority States with Pakistan). Kashmir was
a predominantly Muslim majority State;
besides, it was far more contiguous with
Pakistan than with India. It was, there-
fore, expected to accede to Pakistan. But
the Hindu Maharajah rejected the first
option and could not manage the second.

Faced with the insurgency of his own
people, who were joined by a few hun-
dred civilian volunteers from Pakistan,
the Maharajah fled the capital Srinagar,
on October 25, 1947, and arranged for
India to send its army to help him crush
the rebellion. India, coveting the terri-
tory, agreed to the armed intervention
on the condition that the Maharajah sign
an Instrument of Accession to India. He
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ader Leonid Brezhnev: The alliance

that blackballed Kashmir’s independence.

agreed, but India did not even wait for his
signature to fly its troops into the State.

A warlord had acquired Kashmir and
his fiefin 1846 through a sale deed, and in
1947 his descendant transferred Kashmir
as a piece of property to India. Though 101
years apart, the two acts were identically
colonialist in nature, provoking the same
popular outrage. One difference, howev-
er, was that the first took place in the co-
lonial era and required no legitimacy; the
second occurred in the post-colonial age,
after the coming into force of the United
Nations Charter.

Though long-planned and swiftly
executed, the annexation of Kashmir
could not have been a simple affair for
India. First, there was the incongruity of
the act, which clearly violated the princi-
ple of Partition. Secondly, while accept-
ing the Instrument of Accession from
the Maharajah, India did not wish to
jeopardise its chances of annexing two
other principalities or States (Hyderabad
and Junagadh) which, in contrast with
Kashmir, had Hindu majorities but
Muslim rulers. It had a stake, therefore, in
ostensibly preserving the principle that
in case of a conflict between the ruler’s
and the people’s wishes, the latter must
prevail. Under these compulsions, India
had to attach a condition to the transac-
tion with the Maharajah: the accession
was made subject to a “reference to the
people.”

Between October and December of
1947, the Azad Kashmir forces successful-
ly resisted India’s armed intervention and
liberated one-third of the State. Realising
that it could not quell the resistance, India
took the issue to the United Nations in

Under military
occupation by India,
a barbarous rule has
been foisted on
Kashmiris. Their
current uprising is the
culmination of a
non-violent resistance
movement sustained
over seven decades, in
the face of endless
persecution.

January 1948 for a settlement of the dis-
pute. The Security Council discussed the
question exhaustively from January to
April 1948. Since both parties to the dis-
pute desired that the question of acces-
sion should be decided through an im-
partial plebiscite, the Council developed
proposals based on the common ground
between them. These were embodied
in the Security Council Resolution 47, of
April 21, 1948, that envisaged a ceasefire,
the withdrawal of all outside forces from
the State and a plebiscite to be held un-
der the control of an administrator, who
would be nominated by the Secretary
General.

A development that hardened India’s
stance was Pakistan’s joining military
pacts sponsored by the United States.

From 1955 onwards, India took the posi-
tion that, in view of this alliance between
the two, it could no longer countenance
the withdrawal of its forces from Kashmir.
Despite repeated pleas that the withdraw-
al was not meant to be unilateral in any
case and that Pakistan would do the same
in coordination, India refused to budge
from its position. And it found a ready
supporter in the Soviet Union which, af-
ter 1958, blocked every attempt by the
Security Council to defreeze the situation
and implement the peace plan originally
accepted by both parties. This situation
has persisted from 1958 to the present
day. Not even two full-scale wars between
India and Pakistan in 1965 and 1971 have
helped break this deadlock.

Kashmir could not remain untouched
by the tide of freedom which rolled
across the world in the late 1980s, sweep-
ing away the Soviet military invasion of
Afghanistan and the Iragi occupation of
Kuwait, South Africa’s 70-year-old rule
over Namibia and the unpopular estab-
lishments in Eastern Europe. Inspired
by it, the people of Kashmir intensified
their struggle against the unwanted, ty-
rannical Indian occupation. Their upris-
ing entered its current phase in July 1988.
The scale of popular backing for it can be
judged from the fact that, on many oc-
casions since 1990, virtually the entire
population of Srinagar came out on the
streets in an unparalleled demonstration
of protest against the oppressive status
quo, marched to the offices of the United
Nations Military Observers Group for
India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) and sub-
mitted memorandums to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The fact
that they presented petitions at the office
of the UNMOGIP shows the essentially
peaceful nature of the uprising and its
trust in securing justice under interna-
tional law. India has tried to portray the
uprising as the work of terrorists or fanat-
ics. Terrorists do not comprise an entire
population, including women and chil-
dren; fanatics do not look to the United
Nations to achieve a pacific, rational
settlement.

The indiscriminate killing of un-
armed civilians and assaults on innocent
women and children by Indian occupa-
tion forces have not been fully reported
because India hasbanned the entry of the
world media into the occupied territory.

What's more, even the local media
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is not allowed to report any incident
that takes place in the Kashmir Valley.
However, despite these restrictions, the
occasional reports that do leak out offer a
glimpse into the reign of terror unleashed
by India inside the occupied territory.

In the August 15, 2019 edition of The
New York Times, Booker Prize winner
Arundhati Roy wrote: “Today Kashmir
is one of the most or perhaps the most
densely militarised zones in the world.
More than a half-million soldiers have
been deployed to counter what the army
itself admits is now just a handful of “ter-
rorists.” If there were any doubts earlier,
it should be abundantly clear by now that
their real enemy is the Kashmiri people.
What India has done in Kashmir over the
last 30 years is unforgivable.”

The United Nations High
Commissioner on Human Rights has is-
sued a ‘Report on Kashmir® which con-
tains graphic documentation of human
rights violations being committed by the
Indian military and paramilitary forces
in Indian-Occupied Kashmir. This con-
stitutes a significant step towards greater
international recognition of the serious
abuses committed against Kashmiris by
the Indian army. This report takes off the
veil of secrecy shrouding India’s crimes
against humanity.

The 49-page report cites specific in-
stances where the Indian Government
violated the basic principles of human
decency and democratic freedom against
Kashmiris. The report states that, “In re-
sponding to demonstrations that started
in July 2016, Indian security forces used
excessive force that led to unlawful kill-
ings and a very high number of injuries ...
One of the most dangerous weapons used
against protesters during the unrest in
2016 was the pellet-firing shotgun.”

Furthermore, it states: “The govern-
ment of India has passed legislation under
the Jammu and Kashmir Disturbed Areas
Act of 1990 which gives extraordinary
power to all ranks of the Indian military
and paramilitary forces.” These laws, the
report emphasises, “have created struc-
tures that obstruct the normal course of
law, impede accountability and jeopard-
ise the right to remedy for victims of hu-
man rights violations.”

The report underscores that
“Impunity for enforced or involuntary
disappearances in Kashmir continues as
there has been little movement towards

Victims of Indian oppression.

“Today Kashmir is

one of the most or
perhaps the most
densely militarised
zones in the world.
More than a
half-million soldiers
have been deployed to
counter what the army
itself admits is now just
a handful of
‘terrorists.”

— Arundhati Roy

credibly investigating complaints, includ-
ing into alleged sites of mass graves in the
Kashmir Valley and Jammu region.”

It is well-documented that the bloody
occupation has resulted in massive hu-
man rights violations, particularly of
women and children. The sanctity of
women has been violated, in a gruesome
and unforgiving fashion. The UN report
upholds thatin the 2013 report on her mis-
sion to India, the Special Rapporteur on
violence against women, its causes and
consequences, said, “Women living in
militarised regions, such as Jammu and
Kashmir and the north-eastern states,
live in a constant state of siege and surveil-

lance, whether in their homes or in public.
Information received through both writ-
ten and oral testimonies highlighted the
use of mass rape, allegedly by members of
the State security forces, as well as acts of
enforced disappearance, killings and acts
of torture and ill-treatment, which were
used to intimidate and to counteract po-
litical opposition and insurgency.”

The established procedures of the
United Nations will not facilitate the
speedy intervention that both the hu-
manitarian and the political aspects of
the situation in Kashmir call for urgently.
However, what the UN can do to bring re-
lief to the people of Kashmir is, dispatch
a fact-finding mission headed by a states-
man or a high-ranking diplomat, to report
expeditiously on the situation in Kashmir.
The matter is much too urgent to be rel-
egated to the routine mechanism of the
Human Rights Council and the various
bodies established to monitor assorted
conventions. We trust that the United
Nations Secretary General will bringitsin-
fluence tobear on both India and Pakistan
to initiate a peace process with which the
UN as well as the leadership of the people
of Jammu & Kashmir will be associated, so
as to ensure that the settlement arrived at
will be based on the principles of justice.

It is up to us to make peace the des-
tiny of Kashmir through all of our ener-
gies, goodwill, wisdom, and compassion
for this once glorious land — a paradise on
earth — that has been turned into a verita-
ble hell through the machinations of suc-
cessive Indian governments, most of all
the present Modi government. ®
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Time for Change

By Lt. Gen. (R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi

The writer is a former defence minister and
defence secretary. He has held major command
positions in the Pakistan Army.
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Vinegar in Milk

Pakistan’s dysfunctional system needs a complete overhaul, including the creation

consider Anwar Masood not
only a poet, but also a philoso-
pher. He says:

“We have put vinegar in milk
Nowwe are left thinking what to do”

The same is true of my beloved
Pakistan. Such shortcomings have taken
root in every sector of the country and in
most of its institutions, that it is not mere-
ly difficult, but in fact almost impossible,
to turn this vinegar-laden mixture back
into pure milk. Is it positive thinking to
still pin our hopes on this outdated and
dysfunctional system, or do we need tore-
structure this nonperforming and useless
system if we are to have any hope? Some
philosophers have said that if the same
process or action is repeated over and
over again, expecting the result to be any
different, is insanity.

Democracy is often flawed, but it is
unarguably serving humanity in many re-
gions. What we need to examine are the
intentions of our country’s Constitution
and democracy and the direction in
which we are moving, and question if
therestillexistsevenaray ofhope. Whena
system is set up for the governance of any
country or society, its greatest and high-
est goal is the protection of the collective
and individual prosperity, life, property,
and honour of its citizens. This is called
the Supreme National Interest, and this
is the basic demand of the Constitution.
However, there may be differing views on
how to achieve this basic goal, and all po-
litical, economic, and security policies are
shaped by this thinking.

Itis from such a process that different
political philosophies and thoughts arise.
Butifthis diversity of thought exacerbates
dissension rather than engender positive
debate to the point that political and insti-
tutional differences make us mortal ene-
mies of each other, then the ultimate goal
of prosperity and security is buried in the

of new, smaller administrative units
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depths of bitterness. Society becomes a
victim of unnecessary and useless debate.

Countries are made up of institutions
and institutions are made up of individu-
als, like houses with different rooms,
made of bricks. If there is any distortion
of planning and training in these three
aspects of a country (individuals, institu-
tions, communities) then the system will
be weak and it will be hard to achieve
the goals required to attain the Supreme
National Interest. We in Pakistan have this
problem.

An overview of our society, and of
the lines on which its moral and political
structures are based might help us under-
stand the reasons why our national jour-
ney is notin the right direction —ie. in pur-
suance of light and happiness. Education,
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justice, health, economics, and social
structures, etc., are the key features of any
good polity and society. When we exam-
ine the ones in place in Pakistan, we can
see how ours are sadly lacking.

The Constitution of Pakistanisaunan-
imous document and the result of great
effort, so to blame it for its failures after
just a cursory discussion and superficial
deliberation would not be fair. However,
the Constitution is not static or written
on stone; it can be changed or made more
effective by adapting it to changing na-
tional aspirations and contemporary re-
quirements by the methods written in the
Constitution itself. The authorities should
discuss the following issues and, wherev-
er possible, address them through consti-
tutional amendments:
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Dynastic rule of political parties is the negation of real democracy.

t is not enough to make laws in
any institution or country. It is

important to make arrange-
ments to ensure that the law is enforced
and that violators are punished. The abil-
ity to enforce the government’s writ is the
justification for governing, taking into ac-
count basic human rights and applicable
laws. In addition, responsibilities such as
day-to-day justice, primary education,
sanitation, clean drinking water, primary
healthcare, etc., can be successfully pro-
vided within a limited population, and
a manageable area. A capable and effi-
cient police force for enforcement, a ju-
dicial system to provide speedy justice,
and local government officials willing to
serve (who among other things are also
obliged to collect taxes and spend them
on appropriate works and services), are
the main cardinals of effective govern-
ance. An excellent system should be de-
vised at the federal level for recruitment,
training, monitoring, and development
in these departments and the best minds
and characters of the country should be
mobilised for these tasks.

Law and order, and basic municipal
responsibilities  (municipal functions)
can be performed smoothly only when
the area of responsibility and the popu-
lation are commensurate with the size of
the government machinery. Therefore,
this is not possible until the country is di-
vided into smaller administrative prov-
inces or commissionaires. The details
can be decided by experts. After that, the
legitimacy of the present provincial gov-
ernments would be lost. Experience has
shown that the local government system
was not allowed to function in the pres-
ence of large provinces. Therefore, only

It is now clear that
democratic values do
not exist in most
political parties or
the political system...
Sham democracy,
and vested interests
have subsumed the
entire polity, giving
the poor nothing but
false promises.

two levels of government (federal and
local, which you can also call small pro-
vincial) should be able to fulfil all govern-
ance-related responsibilities.

n independent, competent,
and effective judiciary is the

hallmark of any vibrant society
and good governance system. In addi-
tion to those at the helm being educated
and intelligent, strong decision-making
requires a strong character. This is possi-
ble only when a highly respected, trained,
and trusted Department of Justice is in
charge. For this, it is necessary to form a
new cadre in which admission on merit
is key. In such a system lateral entry is
impossible and has its own separate ad-
ministrative structure. If a lawyer today
is an active member of a political party
and tomorrow, with the help of that party,
he is appointed as a judge of the higher

courts, will he be able to make independ-
ent decisions?

In addition, all departments should
be required to resolve departmental is-
sues within their jurisdiction in accord-
ance with the law, and to devise a system
of internal justice so that only impor-
tant and complex cases go to court. The
Ministry of Justice should introduce the
concept of Roving or Mobile Courts in
which a superior judge should be able to
make himself present at the scene, set up
a court, record the statements of witness-
esand provide speedy justice. We need to
get rid of a system plagued with sluggish-
ness and inefficiency — one everyone is
fed up of, be it the Prime Minister or the
common man. Strict laws should be en-
acted for heinous crimes such as murder,
rape, robbery, extortion, drug trafficking,
etc.

eal democracy is not possible
m unless there is a pure democrat-

ic character within the political
parties. This democracy should not be su-
perficial, with party members artificially
going through the motions, subverting
the spirit of the Political Parties Act. Why
is it that almost all the major parties have
become hostage to dynastic politics? One
of the reasons for this might be the ten-
dency for individualism in our society.
The other reason, which is more impor-
tant, is the control of party leaders over
party funds and decision-making. In this
system, even supposedly respectable,
senior politicians seem to be compelled
to flatter and become subservient to the
children of the leaders and put them
ahead of other more deserving people. It
is very important to eliminate these prac-
tices, or our politics will never mature.
There is also an urgent need to shed the
influence and interference of institutions
in politics, otherwise the joke that is be-
ing played out in the name of democracy
will continue. Special arrangements will
have to be made for the development of
a democratic ethos and capacity-build-
ing in various fields. It is very important
to have some technocrats in Parliament.
Today’s governments cannot function
without economists, engineers, doctors,
managers, IT, and defence experts. The
condition of a BA degree for aspiring can-
didates for political office was perceived
as being quite offensive in some quarters.
From this, one might be able to guess
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the academic qualifications of those
who have a monopoly in our politics and
parliament.

To make matters worse, such people
- who are often clueless — are appointed
to manage the affairs of the country’s
economy, defence, foreign relations, and
interior.

This assessment is not an attempt to
belittle politicians, but rather an effort to
point out the shortcomings of the prevail-
ing political structure. Honest politicians
with character should pay heed.

There are also other issues in urgent
need of redress.

e are well aware of the deterio-
-V\/ rating state of our education sys-

tem. Currently there are many
parallel systems in vogue. The English
and Urdu Medium streams have further
sub divisions, and a large swathe of so-
ciety only has the option of madrassas.
The rich and upper-middle class educate
their children in international streams, ie.
Cambridge and Oxford. They take O and
Alevels and proceed to find seats in engi-
neering and medical colleges, in financial
institutions, etc. The poor and lower mid-
dle class meanwhile, remain at a huge dis-
advantage. And so, often really intelligent
and deserving children are left behind in
the race of life, and the country is left be-
hind developmentally due to the loss of a
great volume of potential talent.

Due to the lack of equal opportuni-
ties, the selection base shrinks, resulting
in mediocrity, which is rampant in almost
every institution and at every level. And
we keep wondering why we have stagna-
tion in our institutions, factories, agricul-
ture, and research etc, why we lag behind
on nearly every front. To add to this state
of affairs, the tendency to cheat in exams
has acquired ominous dimensions, as has
the use of drugs in our educational insti-
tutions, and the state is silent and inactive
about these crucial issues, as if these mat-
ters have nothing to do with our survival.

How to attach our educational struc-
tureto global higher educational systems,
while remaining in accordance with our
environment, needs to be professionally
evaluated by experts in this field. Even to
alayman, one thing is quite clear: this se-
rious problem cannot be solved without
the imposition of an education emergen-
cy. All tiers of society, including institu-
tions and retired personnel will have to

_ MOBILE COURT
it Bl

Mobile courts will help build a speedier, more efficient justice system.

If we are to have any
meaningful change,
all the pillars of the
state, and the armed
forces need to
acknowledge their
respective failings.

be integrated to bring about a meaning-
ful change. The young population, if illit-
erate, unhealthy and without economic
opportunities, can be aburden on society
and the country. Whatever the govern-
ment decides, it will have to be done on an
emergency basis. The curriculum should
be fashioned to include moral and ethical
training along with academics. Primary
education should be handed over to the
local governments, but it is imperative
that curricula be developed at the nation-
al level to improve and ensure national
cohesion. Schools, colleges and univer-
sities that do not provide playgrounds
and balanced extracurricular activities
should be excluded from the definition of
educational institutions.

ational security is not only a
military term or a phrase re-

lated to public law and order.
National security depends on many fac-
tors such as the economy, the functioning
of systems, the provision of justice, food
autarky, water sufficiency and the protec-
tion of borders and the people, etc. But

the focus at this moment should be on the
security forces of Pakistan, guarding the
country’s borders against enemies and
fighting the armed groups spreading in-
ternal disturbances.

There are many misunderstandings
(fiction and misperceptions) in circula-
tion about the forces, especially the army.
They are often not openly discussed. It
would be in the national interest to speak
out and write about them, remaining
conscious that these are sensitive issues
and the country’s enemies should not be
given any opportunity to spread negative
propaganda against our best institutions.
The armed forces should also open up to
allow inspection of them to whatever ex-
tent possible, and simultaneously intro-
spect and try to remove the negative ap-
prehensions about the institution.

So how did Pakistan become a secu-
rity state?

Our country faced severe security
challenges from the very beginning
(India, Kashmir, river water, etc.). The de-
tails are well known. Then perhaps it is
understandable that we had little or no
choice but to join other military blocs to
strengthen our forces for own protection.
And so, we became members of SEATO,
CENTO, etc., and thereby our bent to-
wards the US and the West. The armed
forces of Pakistan emerged as a strong
institution, but unfortunately, in collabo-
ration with the bureaucracy, they consid-
ered it necessary to intervene in politics
under the misplaced principle of necessi-
ty,and some of the politicians themselves
included uniformed generals in the cabi-
net. The judiciary, meanwhile, sometimes
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Given the many misunderstandings about the armed forces, it would be in their interest to open up to inspection.

condoned such interventions, making
that our greatest misfortune. Since then,
the military’s involvement in politics has
never ended - it has only altered its mani-
festations, in varying intensity and depth.
Thus Pakistan’s problems have always
been viewed from a security perspective,
and basic issues such as education, health
and justice have been perpetually relegat-
ed to the back burner. This has slowly cre-
ated bitterness between the military and
the country’s genuine politicians. But a
new nursery of politicians have, with the
army at their back, taken advantage of the
opportunity to climb to the political apex.
During such periods, there may have
been some glimmers of development, but
we drifted away from true sustainable
democracy, and it is now clear that demo-
cratic values do not exist in most political
parties or the political system today. They
have become hostage to political dynas-
ties, and are trying their best to perpetu-
ate the inefficient and corrupt system, as
it suits them best. Sham democracy, and
vested interests have subsumed the en-
tire polity, giving the poor nothing but
false promises. The few lights at the end of
this tunnel: the emergence of some young
seemingly honest, earnest politicians,
and alongside, undercurrents in the mili-
tary suggesting a growing sentiment that
they must stay away from politics to allow
the country to achieve true democracy.

There is also a requirement to com-
pletely review our military system to
make it economical, affordable and social-
ly inclusive. Either we review our ‘Grand
Strategy’ and go for smart, modern, small
forces in line with the changing character
of war, or immediately assign our forces
to do large-scale nation building tasks to
generate funds for their self-sustenance. A
pension model also needs to be reviewed,
as the present one is not sustainable.
Hybrid wars, in any case, do not lie solely
in the domain of kinetics. We need to cre-
ate an appropriate organisation to negoti-
ate such threats.

To achieve this goal, the political, ju-
dicial, social and military leadership will
have to collectively join hands and take
some extraordinary steps to devise sys-
tems in which new young and capable
people, free from corruption, have the op-
portunity to take over the country.

Difficult as this may be, it is not
impossible.
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ecent history indicates that
when people have talked about
efforts and commissions to in-

vestigate issues and resolve them, they
have usually been exercises in futility. It is

almost as if those calling for them are just
talking the talk, when in fact they wish to
continue with the same corrupt leader-
ship and non-performing system.

In fact, there is not a single important
institution that can be absolved of the
wrongdoings perpetrated against our
people and systems. Politicians, the judi-
ciary, army, media, religious leaders, etc,
are all guilty.

So if we are to have any meaningful
change, all the pillars of the state, and the
armed forces need to acknowledge their
respective failings. The army should ad-
mit its past transgressions and undertake
to resolve that in future, other than their
main security tasks, they will help the
country, the people and the government,
and limit themselves to whatever advice
and help is sought within the bounds of
the law and Constitution. The armed forc-
es should also re-examine the military
system and focus on making it economi-
cal, participatory, relevant to modern
warfare, and create an efficient mecha-
nism to collaborate with institutions
to create abilities to fight back hybrid
threats. They must now also concentrate
on the nature and character of future
wars, and work towards creating a smart
standing army and a larger reserve force
making it economical and agile.

The country’s entire justice system
also needs restructuring (investigation,
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prosecution and judicial procedures) to
provide prompt and just verdicts, and lat-
eral entries in the higher judiciary should
be discouraged. The steering commit-
tee headed by the Chief Justice, which is
probably already working on this, should
make its recommendations soon. And the
Chairmen NAB and EC should be selected
by the SJC, not by political parties.

1 political parties should say
goodbye to the dynasties, the

self-styled royal families im-
posed on them. Younger leaders should
come forward and pledge that they will
never sit in the laps of dictators, and keep
the old corrupt leaders out of their ranks.
They must pledge to put the interests of
the nation, the country and the welfare of
the people first.

The judiciary and the armed forces
should be respected, but there should be
no room for appeasement by or for the
executive authorities. Politicians and the
government should never ask them to do
anything illegal, nor allow them to do so.
This would, however, only work if true
democratic values are upheld within the
political parties and in the Parliament.

The politicising of the bureaucracy
and police can only be arrested by provid-
ing these two great and important institu-
tions with constitutional protection and
independence in their affairs. Only the
appointment of the top bureaucrat and
top police officer should be the preroga-
tive of the executive head, along with pe-
riodic appraisals of their respective per-
formance. Beyond that, there must be no
interference in promotions, postings etc,
asin the case of the armed forces.

nd last, but not least, the media
should realise its power and the

responsibility it shoulders, and
be held accountable by a neutral supra
body appointed through an appropri-
ate mechanism. Freedom of speech and
writing must be clearly distinguished
from misinformation, disinformation and
sponsored stories.

All this will, however, be just wishful
thinking if we can't collectively devise
the ways and means to bring about all the
suggested changes. So if we are to embark
on any genuine journey of change, first
and foremost a discussion must ensue to
debate the merit and logistical plausibility
of the changes recommended.

The armed forces
should also open up
to allow inspection of
them to whatever
extent possible, and
simultaneously
introspect and try to
remove the negative
apprehensions about
the institution.

After a majority view is consolidated
(consensus beingimpossible) then we can
work on the modalities. Certain ideas are
especially worthy of consideration, such
as the expansion of the NSC which would
include among its ranks the judiciary, bu-
reaucracy (including top police officials)
and media representatives. A referendum
by the incumbent political leadership
with the approval of the Supreme Court is
also worth considering. An open discus-
sion should be initiated for the emergence
of a new political set-up that gets voted in
for this very objective, etc.

All these options may be discussed
threadbare on the platform of the newly
composed National Security Committee,
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The inequality in our education system deprives us of a great volume of
potential talent.

T i B
e LI N

and the Chief Justice of Pakistan should
take the oath from all those concerned for
the new charter.

Aninterim government based and led
by the the non-politicised members of the
higher judiciary (agreed upon by stake-
holders), including retired bureaucrats,
honest generals and other technocrats
should be formed, with the commitment
of instituting the new system. The politi-
cal parties should first prove themselves
at local tiers and then come forward with
their new workable manifestos. Clean,
honest individuals beyond any moral
blemish can be allowed to contest the
elections — which a strong, neutral EC is
enough to ensure — after a certain stabi-
lising period. The resultant Legislative
Assembly should draft major amend-
ments in the Constitution within months,
and institute agreed-upon changes, mak-
ing it governance-efficient, one that en-
sures public welfare, by providing educa-
tion, justice, health and equal economic
opportunities.

All this is undoubtedly easier said
than done. In the face of the existential
threat that we face because of the obsoles-
cence of the existing system and its vari-
ous sub systems, we need to act collec-
tively and swiftly. However, if even one of
the four major stakeholders (the political
parties, judiciary, armed forces, media)
refuse to reform themselves, no change
will be possible. And then, anarchy may
reign supreme. ®
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By Lt. Gen (R)
Ghulam Mustafa

The writer is a
prominent defence
analyst. During his long
and distinguished
military career, he held a
number of command
positions.

he 20th Century will be re-
membered for many things:
two great, and many not so
great wars, rapid industriali-
sation, the appearance and
use of weapons of mass destruction, the end
of colonialism giving way to huge geograph-
ical changes by way of the birth of many in-
dependent nations across the globe, includ-
ing Pakistan and India, the rise and fall of
Communism, and last but not least, the rise
of democracy as the most preferred social
contract to manage the affairs of state.
Justin the beginning of its third decade,
the 21st century has already rendered glob-
al events which are changing the shape of
the world as we know it. And COVID-19 isn’t
the only earth-shaking event. Although it
is forcing lifestyle changes which were un-
thinkable a few years ago, it still has to play
itself out to finality. The world is also under-
going another upheaval of a different kind.
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The Domino Effect

While many myths nurtured by India have imploded, its course of self-destruction
continues — as does the danger that it presents for the region, and the world

Perhaps this is the culmination of a phase
in the endless power games politicos play —
big boys setting themselves and their allies
up for a dominant position, economically
as well as militarily. And as the sages had
prophesied in the 18th century, the balance
is shifting east, slowly but surely. Asia and
the Indian Ocean are emerging as the main
battleground.

The cascading geo-strategic effects of
two, apparently small events of the latter
half of the last century are becoming vis-
ible, as the countries in the region come to
grips with changing ground realities. We
in Pakistan don’t seem to appreciate their
magnitude, but both the events were put
into motion by the controversial military
rule in the latter half of the sixties. The
first of these was the development of the
Karakoram Highway, establishing the land
route between China and Pakistan and
mainstreaming China, putting it on the
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Contrary to ongoing anti-Pakistan hysteria, India is the one running terror
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The Hindutva Terror

Pakistani police foil a brazen, Indian-sponsored attack on the Pakistan Stock
Exchange in 2020.

world stage by facilitating a China-US
link. The second, our brilliance in oust-
ing the Soviets from Afghanistan. These
are huge achievements of which we aren’t
sufficiently proud. Understandably, al-
lowing India to break up Pakistan in 1971
is something we will forever be ashamed
of. However, there is a silver lining to this
black mark as well - thatin trying to break
up Pakistan, India set itself up to becom-
ing ‘Hindia’ — and then perhaps ‘End-IA”’

The logic? On December 16, ‘71, while
Pakistan was reeling due to its worst ever
politico- military failure, orchestrated by
Indira Gandhi, India was congratulating
itself for having given what it saw as de-
served comeuppance to Pakistan. It was
at this time the RSS began to emerge from
the dark, showcased as the BJP. Brahmin
Zionists started to believe that India was
capable of great things, including actu-
alising their dream of Akhand Bharat.
However, there was the small matter of
a truncated, but still existing Pakistan,
which had to be streamrolled into sub-
servience, if not further broken up into
smaller, more manageable entities.

The Vajpayee-led BJP government of
the ‘90s was a transitory phase, and the
rapid erosion of the thin veneer of secu-
larism that was still in place, continued.
This was evidenced by the destruction of
the Babri Mosque at the end of the Rath
Yatra led by Lal Krishna Advani, the BJP
ideologue and one of the political master-
minds of extremist Hinduism, Hindutva
or Brahmin Zionism to be precise. The
Modi-led BJP of 2014 was the manifesta-
tion of the real thing. Returning to power
in 2019 with an overwhelming majority,

The offensive to
undo Pakistan was
led by India’s
propaganda
machine. The same
formula had been
applied successfully
in erstwhile East
Pakistan as well.

he now had a licence to kill. And did he
go for it! The outcome: success beyond
imagination. This dovetailed nicely with
America’s geo-strategic ambitions. It had
foreseen the rise of China as its competi-
tor on the world stage and was work-
ing to confine it to controllable limits.
The jury is still out vis-a-vis determining
the hows and whys of 9/11, but the fact is
that it provided sufficient grounds for
the Americans to put their boots on the
ground in Afghanistan. Soon thereafter,
India jumped on the bandwagon, re-en-
tering the country with all the wherewith-
al required to unleash a different kind
of war on Pakistan through its terrorist
proxies. There was no check on its ambi-
tions for obvious reasons. As a result, we
found 5th generation warfare morphing
into its current shape on our own soil.
To begin with, Pakistan began to be re-
ally demonised as a hotbed and sponsor
of terrorism all over the world in general,

and in India in particular, its success
in the erstwhile East Pakistan hav-
ing provided the template for this
purpose. It was adopted with the
necessary modifications, allowing
the policy planners to go to work in
all earnest to achieve this objective,
as part of its grand design to finally
undo Pakistan.

The blueprint for this entailed
employing all elements of state
power to achieve a synergy of ef-
forts. This offensive was to be led
by India’s massive propaganda ma-
chine, which would get its fodder
from the state machinery. Special
media and intelligence cells were
created for this purpose. The recent-
ly unearthed ‘Indian Chronicles’ list
out the expanse of activities of only
one such cell, which began its handiwork
in 2005. Lest we forget, the same formula,
though in a somewhat cruder form, had
been applied successfully in erstwhile
East Pakistan as well. Pakistan and the
Pakistan army were accused, charged
and declared as the perpetrators of virtu-
ally every conceivable crime. Tronically,
some of our own people were in the lead
in the blame game against Pakistan. And
whatever existed of the international me-
dia back then, was fully on-board. Clearly
it wasn’t going to be much different this
time around.

False flag operations were to be the
key component of this game plan. It got
off to a brilliant start with what India
calls its 9/11, on 26/11/2008, when 10
men reportedly laid siege to their larg-
est city, Mumbai, for over 60 hours. The
world lapped up the outgoing informa-
tion about the situation provided by the
Indian media. Even before it was clear
as to what these “terrorists” were up to,
Pakistan was named and universally
accepted as the culprit. Our own me-
dia and certain incompetent politicians
messed it up further by virtually writing
an FIR against their own country. And
even though sections of the more seri-
ous Indian media, senior Indian police
officials as well as neutral writers have
proved beyond doubt that Pakistan could
not have perpetrated this attack, the
mere logistics of it being beyond the ken
of an outsider, those Pakistanis who had
so readily accepted and repeated the na-
tionalistic Tndian narrative at the time,
have not yet publicly reneged on their
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original stance. The fact is, that no intel-
ligence agency worth its salt would ever
send its operatives with their country’s
name printed in capital on everything
carried by them. Damaging as the situ-
ation was given all the fake news, there
was, however, one positive outcome: our
media and politicians learned about false
flags for the first time.

We also got a glimpse of what mod-
ern propaganda looks like and what it is
capable of, since Pakistan continues to
pay for it even now. That apparent success
emboldened India further. Subsequently,
Pakistan was to bear the brunt of many
more incidents of India’s covert war
against us, culminating in Pulwama in
2018. The Modi-led BJP went into over-
drive, whipping up strong anti-Pakistan
sentiments as a pivot of their election
drive. And the world was on Modi’s side.
Then February 2019 happened. This time
Pakistan responded, telling the world
in no uncertain terms that enough was
enough. That notwithstanding, Modi
went on to win another landslide victo-
ry, and took that as a license to go all the
way. His anti-Pakistan agenda continues,
but alongside, the situation continues to
evolve.

For a change, for example, Pakistan
has gone public about continuing Indian
involvement in terrorism in Pakistan,
and backed this with hard evidence.
Some Indian publications have taken
the matter up, going even further by de-
tailing the Indian media’s shenanigans
against Pakistan. The world was slowly
coming to terms with these disclosures,
when the Modi mouthpiece, Republic TV
host Arbab Goswami’s WhatsApp chat,
dubbed ‘Godi Media, became public, ex-
posing Modi’s India for what it really is: a
fascist country which doesn’t hesitate in
sacrificing its own soldiers for petty gains
(Pulwama False Flag), and which can
put world peace at risk (the ill-conceived
Balakot air strike), just to win a few more
seats in the elections. Increasingly, cour-
tesy his supporters’ rabid pronounce-
ments, Modi and his cronies’ antics have
also become a favourite for anti-BJP com-
ics’stand-up shows.

The questions are, do the Modi-led
Brahmin Zionists understand the pos-
sible fallout of such adventurism? Is
Pakistan’s narrative finding global trac-
tion? Are we doing enough to convince
the world that India is on a self-destruct

Another false flag?

India is an unnatural
state, where except
for some areas in

its north, almost
everyone is up in
arms against the
very idea of being
part of the Indian
federation.

course, and in the process, could take the
world down with it?

The last 20 years have exploded al-
most every myth about India, which the
country had nurtured with lots of care
and finesse. December ‘71 had bolstered
the perception that India is a big country,
and on the way to greatness, typical of
street bullies. Gradually, countries in the
immediate vicinity of this bully have seen
through it and are now readjusting their
positions accordingly. As a result, more
people have come to recognise that:

1. India is an unnatural state, where
except for some areas in its north, almost
everyone is up in arms against the very
idea of being part of the Indian federation.

2. Itis not the world’s largest democ-
racy, but an outright fascist state where
no minority is safe.

3. Indian secularism was the biggest
fraud perpetrated on the world, with the
country’s hapless minorities its victims.

4. The Indian media is rarely free, if
ever. It works hand-in-glove with its gov-
ernment to further their cause.

5. And last but not least, Brahmin
Zionism, marketed as Hindutva, has no
respect for peace, human rights or the
lives of its own people. It will go to any ex-
tent to achieve its objectives.

It is worrying that the world at large
hasn’t woken up to the dangerous possi-
bilities if India doesn’t correct its course.
There is also this remote possibility that
it is being allowed to grow as a sacrificial
lamb for something bigger than mis-
placed Indian ambitions. Either way, it
doesn't solve Pakistan’s problems, in
the near future or on a long-term basis.
And sadly Pakistan isn't doing enough.
Presenting well-prepared dossiers to
the world isn't finding many takers. It
is fortunate in a way that the ‘Indian
Chronicles, the Godi Media and the real-
ity behind most of India’s false flag opera-
tions weren't exposed by us. But we have
to keep pushing till the world decides to
deal with this bully appropriately.

One has to acknowledge ‘Hindian’
persistence in following what they feel isa
sure path to glory. That it could lead to an
abyss, hasn't, however, yet crossed their
minds, never mind the sane voices from
within warning them of this possibility.
Not very reassuring for countries in the
region, or the world at large. ®
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The Census Controversy

Holding a fresh census may be the only way to set the controversies surrounding

By Dr. Mehtab S. Karim

The writer is a
Distinguished Senior
Fellow at the School of
Public Policy,

George Mason University,
United States.

*excluding Gilgit-Baltistan and
Azad Jammu & Kashmir.
Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

Province/ Administrative
Region Districts

the 2017 Census to rest

he results of the 2017 census

have remained controversial

ever since they were released.

Objections have not only been
raised by all the political parties of Sindh,
but by the electronic and print media, by
civil society as well as scholars, about a
gross undercount of Sindh’s population
in general and of Karachi in particular.
Apparently, for that reason, the Council of
Common Interests (CCI) has yet to reach a
consensus on validating the results. Even
the Chief Justice of Pakistan is on record
suggesting that Karachi’s population s per-
haps twice that reported in the provisional
results. Prior to the 2018 elections, the
Supreme Court had taken the stand that
since the census results were provisional;
therefore a constitutional amendment
was needed, as elections could not be held
without official notification of the results.
Therefore, prior to the 25th amendment,
an agreement was reached in the Senate,
duly signed by the leaders of all political
parties for a 5 percent recount to be super-
vised by a neutral Census Commission,
consisting of qualified and experienced
demographers. Consequently, the Census
Commission consisting of three promi-
nent demographers was notified by the
government in January, 2018. In its first
meeting on the basis of advertisements in
major newspapers by the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS), several firms were short-
listed for conducting the 5 percent recount

Census Census
Districts Charges

by a third party. The Census Commission
also invited several demographers from
the country, and most voiced their doubts
about the census results. Unfortunately,
the Census Commission called off the
second meeting, and no further meetings
were held.

One of the wheels of democracy which
helps a country’s smooth functioning is
counting the appropriate number of peo-
ple all over the country, so that they could
choose their representatives on the basis
of one man one vote. Besides, the census
also provides relevant data at national,
provincial and local levels for proper plan-
ning. Accordingly, the 1973 Constitution
mandates conducting a census every ten
years, which could become the basis of de-
marcating constituencies at the national,
provincial and local levels, besides deter-
mining the share of each province through
the National Finance Commission (NFC)
award. However, since then, only the 1981
census could be conducted on time, with
proper planning and under the supervi-
sion of experts. The next census was con-
ducted after a delay of 17 years and the
most recent one, after a delay of 19 years.

Census results are never perfect, and
thus under or over-counting of people
does happen in both developed and de-
veloping countries. This is determined by
a post-census survey, by re-visiting about
2 percent of the sampled census enumera-
tion blocks. For example, in the 2011 cen-

Census Census
Circles Blocks

February 2021 NARRATIVES | 55




Balance Sheet

The Numbers’ Game

sus, about 15 percent people
were undercounted in Australia,
2.5percentinIndiaand 4 percent
in Bangladesh. Demographersin
the advisory committee for the
2017 census had strongly recom-
mended a post-census survey
and they did not advise check-
ing the CNIC of each household
member. However, PBS did not
accept these recommendations.
According to a report prepared
by the United Nations Observer
Mission, which was present dur-
ing the census exercise, the CNIC
of each household member was
checked, verified and recorded
and the enumerators relied on
information available on the
CNIC. Therefore, as a result of
the de jure method used in the census, it
is likely that household members having
a different address on the CNIC were later
allocated to their original place of resi-
dence. Besides, due to the requirement of
having a valid CNIC to be counted in the
census, those who did not possess one
and particularly aliens were not included.
Perhaps for that reason, the reported pop-
ulation of Sindh, particularly of Karachi, is
much below expectations.

To evaluate all aspects of the 2017
census, the Statistics Division (an admin-
istrative Division of PBS), constituted an
internal committee consisting of senior
PBS officials, which pointed out several
loopholes while the census was being
conducted, in its published report. The
report reveals that the advisory commit-
tee constituted by the Governing Council
of PBS had shown concern that “the cen-
sus is not being planned the way it was
envisaged [and] none of its recommen-
dations were followed in true letter and
spirit .. the concerned authorities of PBS
had adopted whatever they liked and re-
jected what was not according to their
sweet will” [and] “non-compliance of rec-
ommendations by national and interna-
tional experts, coupled with acute short-
age of expert staff and lack of technical
expertise, had left the PBS with a number
ofloopholes.”

The transparency of data collected by
PBS is further in doubt, since instead of
conducting a technology-based popula-
tion census (as was done in Bangladesh
and Egypt), in Pakistan, it was conducted
manually on forms printed over 10 years

Is conducting a

Demographers in the
advisory committee
for the 2017 census
had strongly
recommended a
post-census survey
and they did not
advise checking the
CNIC of each
household member.
However, PBS did not
accept these
recommendations.

earlier. Interestingly, just prior to the cen-
sus, the entire computerised data entry
setup in PBS’ Karachi office, which was to
do data entry of census forms from Sindh
and Balochistan was shifted to Islamabad.
Therefore, the possibility of manipula-
tion of the process at a later stage can-
not be ruled out. In a recent ruling, the
Sindh High Court has indicated that the
local bodies elections cannot be held un-
til the official results of the census are re-
leased.

As over three and a half years have
elapsed since the 2017 census was con-
ducted, many argue that the 5 percent re-
countisnolongeraviable option asbirths,
deaths and migration figures would have

resh census the only way to set the
controversy to rest?

changed. According to my calcu-
lations, about 8 million people
who were not included in Sindh’s
population (who most likely
shifted to their original province
of residence), perhaps seven mil-
lion were from Karachi and one
million from other districts of
Sindh. However, conducting an-
other census in Sindh or Karachi
alone would not serve the pur-
pose, especially if population of
other provinces has been over-
reported. Therefore, we may
consider three options:

1. Resorting to the 5 percent
recount will only determine in
which province there was any
under- or over-count. Besides,
due to changes in population
that may have occurred due to births,
deaths and migration since 2017, it will be
difficult to determine the actual position.

2. The already notified Census
Commission may be revived which could
review the data of the 2017 census, find
out what, if anything, went wrong, and
make recommendations to the govern-
ment on whether to release the data.

3. Conduct a fresh census in early
2022, under the supervision of the Census
Commission. Since only Geographic
Information System (GIS) maps need to be
updated and household lists are available,
the exercise could be completed within
a month. Since the 2017 census was con-
ducted without proper planning and by
a team which was neither professionally
trained nor had the experience of con-
ducting a census, its results will remain
controversial. Therefore, in the national
interest, it may be appropriate to scrap the
results of the 2017 census and conduct a
fresh census. It may be noted, that while
in the earlier censuses fieldwork was
completed in about two weeks, the 2017
census took two months, resulting in sub-
stantial additional cost. However, since all
the household listings are available along
with detailed GIS maps, a fresh census
could be easily conducted in two weeks in
Sindh, using modern technology at a sub-
stantially lower cost. Since PBS is short of
trained manpower, the task of planning
and monitoring a fresh census should be
given to the Census Commission, consist-
ing of trained persons and representa-
tives of civil society, with support from the
field staff of PBS for execution. ®
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A Tryst with Destiny

The time is ripe for the country to move forward and fulfil its true potential

he Pakistani nation has seen

many trials and tribulations
T over the past few decades, em-

anating from forceful global
trends unleashed by the fall of the Berlin
Wall in November 1989 and the collapse
of the Soviet Union in December 1991. A
new world order came into existence with
a sole superpower directing global politi-
cal and economic affairs. Survival of the
fittest and rules of globalisation drove
national economic agendas. There was
a race among competing nations to be-
come victors in the contest of globalisa-
tion and avoid becoming its victims.

With trillions of dollars worth of fi-
nancial and trade flows at stake, there
was a scramble for economic reforms
across the globe to capture national ad-
vantage in highly connected, innovative
and competitive global markets driven by
international rules of engagement. This
opening up of global markets and com-
petition enormously benefited countries
that aggressively reformed themselves.
In 1989, China had a per capita income
of $310 per year whereas Pakistan had a
per capita income of $384. Since then, re-
forms have grown Chinese per capita in-
come 32 times to reach $10,000 per year
and in comparison Pakistan’s efforts have
onlyyielded agrowth of 3.3 times to reach
$1,300 per year. Clearly a failure of lead-
ership is responsible for the substandard
outcome for Pakistan.

In the challenging and rapidly chang-
ing global environment, further com-
plicated by the 9/11 American War on
Terror, strategically important Pakistan
has always been in the eye of the storm,
but failed miserably to carve out advan-
tageous outcomes. Failure of leadership
has been inter-temporal and multidimen-
sional; its leadership failed to carry out
meaningful economic reforms needed to
compete in global markets and create the
economic muscle needed for sustainable
economic growth in spite of multiple IMF
programmes and failed to reap economic
advantage from being the most allied of
allies of the Americans. It faced sanctions

the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and
playing a decisive and leading role in its
subsequent defeat; it suffered the most
in terms of both human life and material
goods and was not fully compensated in
the War on Terror, nor was it granted the
preferential market access and invest
ment flows it needed in spite of being a
Major Non-NATO Military Ally of the USA.

Time and again, the Pakistani leader-
ship was found wanting and not focused
on nation building or reforms, instead it
excelled in mastering money launder-
ing techniques and corrupt practices; it
displayed monumental incompetence
in negotiating international contracts

Time and again, the
Pakistani leadership
was found wanting
and not focused on
nation building or
reforms, instead it
excelled in mastering
money laundering
techniques and
corrupt practices.

that have come home to haunt and im-
poverish the nation; collectively it has
crashed the economy numerous times
and sought dozens of unsuccessful trysts
with the IMF, culminating in economic
bankruptcy in 2018. The current, 22nd
IMF programme is the toughest of all
the programmes put together; the bit-
ter medicines of upfront adjustments in
exchange rates, interest rates and power
rates, though long overdue, have exacted
a huge price from the hapless citizenry
in the shape of inflation, job losses and a
substantial drop in purchasing power.
Coupled with the pandemic, Pakistan
has gone through an extraordinar-

Programme, it seems the government of
Prime Minister Imran Khan has turned
the corner. It has successfully averted de-
fault, it has been able to sustain a market
based exchange rate and succeeded in
lowering interest rates, it has successful-
ly weathered the inflationary onslaught
and political blowback, it has deftly man-
aged the Covid pandemic, boosted the
export sector, jump-started construc-
tion activity, initiated low cost housing
programmes and started development
and regeneration of cities, created mo-
mentum in environmental protection,
expanded the social security net, reju-
venated the accountability process and
started civil service reforms. Exports are
rebounding, remittances are increasing,
reserves are building up and the business
community has resumed investment, but
there is still along way to go.

The Prime Minister is determined to
fulfil every commitment made with the
people of Pakistan, to realise the ‘tryst
with destiny’ that the founding fathers
made in 1947. In today’s terms this ‘tryst
with destiny’ means:

. That the fifth largest populated
country in the world should also have an
equally large economy that performs to
its best potential and provides the em-
ployment and prosperity that the people
of Pakistan deserve.

2. That the Pakistani nation is enabled
to excel in innovation, knowledge and
creativity to propel the country forward.

3. That Pakistan becomes the logistics
hub and lynchpin of the region.

4.That Pakistan’s large population be-
comes the base of the next ‘Factory of the
World’ after China.

The Prime Minister knows that his
greatest challenge is to ensure that as a
nation we have a clear focus, vision and
commitment to reach the promised des-
tination and we continuously and persis-
tently endeavour to succeed in creating
a prosperous Pakistan much beyond the
confines of the current IMF programme.

The macroeconomic framework is

he serves as an advisor to the Chief Minister of Punjab
A . . in spite of being the frontline state against ~ ily tough time. Almost a year into the  embedded in the IMF programme and
on Economic Affairs and Planning & Development.
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various initiatives and action plans are be-
ing implemented to ensure that econom-
ic stabilisation is achieved and Pakistan
does not enter into recurrent economic
crises. The government is aware that sta-
bilisation alone would only result in a low
level equilibrium with low growth and
employment expansion. To overcome
the foreign debt overhang we would need
to push the economy into a much higher

onerous tax systemdestroy the ease of do-
ing business in Pakistan. The government
is focused on reforming both and success
will determine how quickly Pakistan’s
economy can move into a robust cycle of
high investment, employment and eco-
nomic growth.

Investment strategies are largely de-
pendent on creating opportunities for
better and more efficient utilisation of na-

orbit of sustainable output by enhancing
productivity and competitiveness of the
economy to compete in global markets.
The strategy has to be driven by do-
mestic and foreign investment, overseas
Pakistanis and their remittances, technol-
ogy induction and exports. This requires
that substantial investment climate re-
forms be made quickly to remove a pleth-
ora of investment hurdles that have been
implanted in Pakistan over the years. The
government of Prime Minister ITmran
Khan fully realises that sectorial invest-
ment strategies to boost the dynamics
and productivity of the agriculture, indus-
try and the services sectors can only be
realised when the cost of doing business
is substantially reduced and the ease of
doing business is substantially increased.
Boosting investor confidence is the num-
ber one priority of the Prime Minister and
he is devoting enormous time and effort
to reforming the bureaucratic and regula-
tory processes that impede investment.
There are many factors that affect the
cost of doing business and the ease of do-
ing business in Pakistan, however pro-
gress in two areas stands out as the most
critical; high power rates make the cost of
doing business exceedingly high, while
the government regulatory system and an
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tional resources. In this context it is useful
to view the national economy through a
spatial lens as an intricate combination of
arural economy and an urban economy.
The overall productivity, competitiveness
and potential of the economy depend on
both the urban and rural economy pull-
ing their weight.

In this context, Pakistan’s rural eco-
nomic endowment comprises 70 million
acres of arable land, 200 Million Acre Feet
(MAF) of fresh water annually and 60 per-
cent of the population engaged in the ru-
ral economy. The rural economy output of
around $60 billion or 22 percent of GDP is
quite paltry. With 60 percent of the popu-
lation producing 22 percent of output, ru-
ral poverty is endemic.

There is a colossal waste of water,
land and human resources in the rural
economy. Simple back of the envelope
calculations show that if Pakistan’s water
resource alone was available in a mod-
ern agricultural economy like Australia,
it would produce an output of two billion
dollars annually from every MAF of fresh
water. With this yardstick, the rural econ-
omy of Pakistan alone has the potential of
producing an output of 400 billion dollars
or seven times its current level.

An overview of the rural economy

reveals that its institutions and supply
chains have become fossilised and dys-
functional over time, due to neglect and
lack of investment. Furthermore, due to
dwindling research and development ef-
forts, poor seed quality and lack of seed
multiplication and distribution networks,
farmers have limited access to quality
seed. Farm extension services are sub-
standard and supply systems of critical
inputs weak, with limited rural finance
availability.

Rural markets are primitive and open
to abuse of the farmer. Value added con-
nectivity and farm to market infrastruc-
ture are weak. Linkages to global markets
are inadequate. Cost of production is high
and farm yields, productivity and in-
comes are rapidly declining. Government
regulatory focus on food security has
taken the wind out of a competitive ru-
ral economy. Both urban consumers and
rural producers are the losers. Under the
rural revitalisation strategy, the rural
economy can readily absorb ideas and
investments, particularly from overseas
Pakistanis as well as global firms special-
isingin food product value chains.

In the Punjab, the Prime Minister has
directed that twenty-five rural economy
value chains encompassing food prod-
ucts, agricultural commodities, dairy and
livestock, fruits and vegetables, horticul-
ture, poultry, fisheries, and forestry etc.,
may be strategically revitalised and up-
graded; the entire chain from Research
& Development (R&D) to seed multiplica-
tion and breeding, to farm extension and
farmer support systems, inputs and fi-
nance, and access to markets are to be re-
formed and revamped. The government
will support programmes to facilitate pri-
vate sector investment, quality and pro-
ductivity enhancement, logistics and val-
ue addition, as well as creating brands for
access to export and domestic markets.

The urban economy also presents
great opportunities for investment and
growth. The productivity of the urban
economy is around three times higher
than the rural economy. Furthermore,
Pakistan is witnessing one of the highest
urbanisation rates in the world, assisted
by rural to urban migration. In the next
three decades, over 70 percent of the
population will live in the urban areas.
An extremely youthful urban population,
exceeding 200 million, inhabiting hun-
dreds of large and small towns and cities

The Time is Now
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stretching from the coastal regions of the
Arabian seas to the gateway into China
at the Khunjerab Pass is a huge econom-
ic resource. With labour costs in China,
Europe and East Asia rising sharply,
many labour intensive jobs are shifting to
lower cost countries. Pakistan has a great
opportunity to attract these jobs into
Pakistan’s urban economy. Innovative
Pakistani cities would become the home
of many of these new jobs.

Like the rural economy, the urban
economy also suffers from gross neglect
and mismanagement. Urban value chains
are mainly geared to cater to domestic
demand and produce low quality prod-
ucts. The ratio of exports to GDP hovers
around 10 percent and is insufficient to
power the growth of the economy. While
a few cities have developed as export
centres, none of them can be considered
globally competitive cities on par with
those in East Asia or China. Poor indus-
trial infrastructure with poor ecosystems
for production and distribution make
them uncompetitive.

An overpowering regulatory burden
stifles growth, discourages scale produc-
tion or innovation. The result is that very
few Pakistani companies reach a global
scale and prefer to stay small. On the posi-
tive side, each city has thousands of entre-
preneurs who can be facilitated to form
the backbone for upscaling and modern-
ising existing value chains and creating
space for new products and markets.

While the Prime Minister’s focus on
two new cities — the Ravi Riverfront de-
velopment and Karachi’s Bundle Island
initiative — grabs the headlines, the urban
strategy for Punjab involves all district
headquarters. The overall strategy is to
develop the infrastructure of the cities to
provide water supply, sanitation, mobility,
health and educational facilities to the ur-
ban areas, according to standards envis-
aged in sustainable development goals.
While this is the traditional approach to
cities, the Prime Minister has directed
that each city not only have a Master Plan
to manage its growth on environmentally
sound principles, it must also have an eco-
nomic development plan that spells out
the economic opportunities that would
be available to its citizens and create the
infrastructure and knowledge system for
the city’s value chains. Thus each city will
have an ecosystem that provides a com-
petitive advantage for its specific produc-

Though it employs 60 percent of the population, Pakistan's rural economy
accounts for only 20 percent of its GDP.

The Prime Minister
knows that his
greatest challenge is
to ensure that as a
nation we have a clear
focus, vision and
commitment to reach
the promised
destination.

tion specialisations and create globally
competitive products.

In Punjab, the Rural Economic
Strategy and the Urban Economic
Strategy are being integrated at the divi-
sional level. All nine divisions of Punjab
are preparing an integrated strategy and
plans that will integrate the rural and ur-
ban value chains into a development plan
encompassing a cluster based ‘system
of cities’ and rural hinterlands, that will
plug the productivity and competitive-
ness gaps in the division. The divisional
plans will seek out investment funds
from public sector annual development
plans as well as public-private partner-
ships, private enterprise capital, foreign
investors, investment funds and overseas
Pakistanis so that the investment gap is
addressed and we can reap full benefits
from the divisional opportunities inher-

S

entin natural and human resources.

In spite of the pandemic, the interna-
tional environment for implementing the
Prime Minister’s agenda is quite condu-
cive. The exit of the Trump administra-
tion means that a multipolar world based
on peaceful international economic co-
operation and global trading rules will re-
emerge. Peace may dawn in West Asiaand
the Middle East. The winding up of the
American involvement in Afghanistan
and Pakistan’s role in its orderly execu-
tion can lead to peace in Afghanistan. In
this respect Pakistan’s request to the new
US administration to join in the CPEC ini-
tiative and participate in economic part-
nerships with Pakistan and beyond into
Central Asia and Western China has con-
siderable economic logic.

Having eliminated domestic terror-
ism, Pakistan is now open for foreign busi-
ness travel, its production systems are
working full-time, it has an exceptional
relationship with China and CPEC has
moved to the second phase. A big jump is
expected in trade and investment flows
with China. Discussions on a free trade
agreement with the US, offered by Senator
Lindsay Graham during the Trump ad-
ministration, can be reactivated. GSP
Plus status is available with the EU. The
economic and political relationship with
Iran, Turkey and the Middle East can ex-
pand. The government of Prime Minister
Imran Khanis focused on investment and
growth. The domestic and international
environment is helpful. The time is ripe to
fulfil our tryst with destiny. ®

February 2021 NARRATIVES | 61




s

Banking on Renewables

62 | NARRATIVES February 2021

Get Smart

INFe(IS

While smart information and communication technologies have altered the world’s
energy market, our power sector is still stuck in the same old groove

By Dr. Shahid Rahim
The writer is a freelance
consultant, specialising

in sustainable energy and
power system planning and
development.

eople and their managers
(14 are working so hard to be
P sure things are done right,
that they hardly have time to
decide if they are doing the
right things,” wrote Stephen R. Covey, au-
thor of the bestseller, The 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People, listed by Time magazine
among the 25 most influential business
management books in history. Covey’s
statement fits in perfectly with our pre-
sent imbroglio in the power sector, where
we incessantly seek reforms using an ap-
proach that has already been rendered
obsolete by new market forces. The power
sector needs a systemic transformation
and not symptomatic treatment if we wish
to nurse it back to health.

Multiple developments in the world’s
energy market have altered the fundamen-
tals of the electricity business. Small power
plants are now beating the cost and perfor-
mance features of large plants. Renewable
power generation, even without govern-
ment support, is proving competitive.
Smart information and communication
technologies (ICTs) are unlocking new op-
portunities for power control and demand
management in the grid. Battery storage
technologies are enabling consumers to
reduce, and even eliminate, their depend-

ence on the grid. Electric vehicles (EVs) are
also opening up new vistas in their dual
role as loads as well as sources of supply.

The “bigger is better and cheaper too”
boom of the utility industry, that persisted
over a century, finally came to an end in
the late 1970s when high fuel prices trig-
gered by the 1973 OPEC oil embargo led
to the advent of gas-fired combined cycle
plants in the 100 to 200 Megawatts (MW)
range (between 1955 and 1970, the world
saw generating unit sizes jump seven-
fold, from 200 to 1,400 MW). There was no
turning back as environmental concerns
linked with coal and oil-fired generation
kept the push for even smaller and more
efficient plants that are now available in 10
t0 50 MW sizes as well.

The interest that renewable generation
technologies received in the post-oil em-
bargo years, stagnated briefly in the late
1990s, but was rekindled due to the loom-
ing threat of climate change, resulting in
their coming of age lately. Statistics from
International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) indicate that 538 Gigawatts (GW)
of new photovoltaic (PV) capacity was add-
ed since 2010, bringing the total worldwide
installed PV capacity to 578 GW by 2019.
Similarly, 400 GW of new wind capacity
(onshore) was added during the past dec-
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The new kid on the block: Electric cars.

ade, bringing it to a total of 594 GW. The
cost of the PV systems fell by 80 percent
and that of the wind systems by 25 percent
since 2010. The average levelised costs of
electricity (LCOE) meanwhile dropped by
82 percent for solar and 38 percent for on-
shore wind plants; individual projects saw
even greater cost reductions in the past
couple of years.

Developments in storage technolo-
gies have enabled consumers to opt for
the PV or solar systems for meeting their
demands, bypassing the grid entirely or
using it only as backup. A recent survey by
Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF)
indicates that the prices of Lithium-ion
battery packs fell from $1,100 per kilowatt-
hour (kWh) in 2010 to USD 137 per kWh in
2020 and are expected to further fall to
$100 per kWh by 2023. The ongoing R&D
efforts aim to reduce prices and enhance
their capability even more.

The rapid inroads by EVs into the
transport sector are significantly impact-
ing electricity demand. In the past five
years, EVs have made a spectacular entry
into the transport sectors of many devel-
oped and some developing countries, no-
tably China and India. The International
Energy Agency (IEA), under its Electric
Vehicle 30@30 Initiative assumptions,
expects the worldwide stock of light-
duty electric cars to exceed 220 million
by 2030. Those of 2- and 3-wheelers and
commercial EVs will be extra.

ICT-based smart-grid technologies

In the past five years,
EVs have made a
spectacular entry
into the transport
sectors of many
countries... The
International Energy
Agency expects the
worldwide stock of
light-duty electric
cars to exceed 220
million by 2030.

being used to modernise the grid are ena-
bling both consumers and utilities to ex-
ercise greater flexibility and control over
demand as well as supply. Customers can
now use smart sensors and control de-
vices to manage their demand to mini-
mise electricity bills and offer some of
this capability back to the grid to further
cut their electricity bills, and in some
cases even to earn money. Additionally
these technologies are enabling the utili-
ties also to operate their systems closer
to their physical limits, and derive maxi-
mum value from the existing assets.
Growth in electricity demand has

also dampened around the world
as a result of economic slowdowns,
availability of more-efficient appli-
ances, and consumers opting for
their own supply and demand man-
agement. All sectors of the economy
are striving for higher values with
lower energy use, and are particu-
larly looking to move away from pol-
luting fuels. This trend was evident
even before the onset of Covid-19
and most analysts expect it to per-
sist in the future too, as the world is
currently passing through a phase
which noted management thinker,
Peter Drucker, had characterised as
“knowledge economy.”

Collectively, the above trends
are being termed “disruptive” by in-
dustry analysts because these are
challenging the fundamental prin-
ciples of the electricity business to
the extent that some even predict
that these forces may push the traditional
electric utilities into a “death spiral.” To
recover capital investments in supply fa-
cilities, electric utilities need to raise rates;
however, what they find to their dismay is
that it shrinks their revenues further, as
it prompts more and more customers to
seek alternatives to grid supply.

The traditional electricity business
operating model, in which power flows
predominantly in one direction (from
public- or privately-owned power gener-
ating plants to the end-users via the grid)
and revenues flow in the opposite direc-
tion (from end-users to the power com-
pany), with prices fixed and controlled
by aregulator, is not proving effective any
more in dealing with the new challenges
presented by the emerging market.

In the changed environment, pow-
er can and will flow in either direction,
sometimes within local loops, as some of
the consumers may now be able to meet
part or all of their electricity demand by
their own generation. This will enable
them to avoid the grid altogether or use
it only for backup and, not infrequently,
provide the utility their excess-generating
capability to contribute to grid security
and reliability. Like power, revenues can
and will also flow in either direction.

The power sector in Pakistan, like
everywhere else in the world, also faces a
turning point. There is a compelling need
to transform it along more imaginative
and innovative lines to deal effectively
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with the emerging challenges. A “prob-
lem-driven” approach that focuses main-
ly on reducing losses, improving bills re-
covery, and promoting competition in
some functions, though necessary, will
not be sufficient. It needs a “vision-led”
transformation in its legal and regulatory
framework, its systems, its institutions, its
business model, and its investment and
pricing schemes.

In the absence of a favourable busi-
ness environment, the newer technolo-
gies and distribution systems will still be
“connected” with the grid, but they will
not be optimally “integrated,” raising mul-
tiple challenges. Consumers will lose too,
because the benefits associated with their
newer technologies and schemes may
not be realised to the full extent. The soci-
ety, as a whole, will thus suffer. To handle
these challenges and harness the oppor-
tunities these hold, we will need to recast
the electricity business in the country.

First, the government will need to
provide an enabling legal framework to
encourage the deployment of distributed
generation, storage technologies, and de-
mand-management schemes. This frame-
work should empower sector entities to
devise innovative pricing and compen-
sation schemes to induce consumers and
investors to install these technologies in
the system. It should also enable proper
accounting, allocation and recovery of
costs from participating consumers and
investors while allowing them a fair com-
pensation for the value they contribute to
the grid.

The new framework should also en-
courage deployment of storage technolo-
gies in the country, as these will enhance
the value of renewable energy technolo-
gies while easing their intermittency and
variability constraints. Similarly, besides
beingasource of meeting new electric de-
mand, battery packs in EVs can also sup-
port the grid in more economical ways
than the traditional solutions.

Second, the electricity business in the
country will need to be reorganised along
more open and flexible lines to treat these
new distributed supply and demand op-
tions not as competitors or threat but
as partners in the utility’s own efforts to
serve the nation with reliable and eco-
nomical electricity. The utility managers
should not just encourage, but aggres-
sively seek contributions from custom-
ers and investors on newer options and
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Wind turbines: Clean and cost-effective.

Customers can now
use smart sensors
and control devices to
manage their demand
to minimise electricity
bills and offer some of
this capability back to
the grid to further cut
their bills.

technologies.

Third, load-serving entities will need

todevelop appropriate tools and data,and
information and knowledge bases, and
make these freely accessible to custom-
ers and investors for assessing the scope
and viability of these schemes for meeting
the demand for electricity at source and
their contribution to the grid. This should
also include any technical assistance they
might need for making such assessments.

Fourth, since the grid will act as the
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enabling platform for integration and
operation of diverse and distributed
technologies, we will need to modernise
the existing transmission and distribu-
tion networks to transform these into a
smart grid that can facilitate successful
integration of emerging technologies and
schemes. The modernised grid must be
capable of bringing together a host of en-
ergy technologies and processes, and var-
ious market actors, producers, operators,
and end-users, with the aim of optimising
resource utilisation and operational per-
formance, minimising economic and en-
vironmental costs, and maximising sys-
temreliability and resilience.

The challenges that we face in the
power sector are admittedly grave and
daunting, and defy simple and easy solu-
tions. Outdated and obsolete reform ap-
proaches that we have used in the past to
fix this sector will not work any longer. We
are in dire need of a vision-led and bold
set of initiatives to transform this sector
from its current bleeding condition into
a viable and vibrant contributor to our
people and the country’s economy in the
future. m
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Pakistan’s Fintech Revolution

Pakistan’s finance sector is finally coming of age

By Maliha Khan

The writer is a staff member.

e live in a digitalised world,
where internet and technol-
ogy have penetrated every
aspect of human life. And on
the heels of internet and mobile phones,
the rapid growth of financial technol-
ogy — Fintech — has taken off in Pakistan.
While Fintech is a relatively new concept
for Pakistan, it is increasingly occupying
an exponentially growing space, aiding
financial inclusion in the country.

Fintech aims to replace conventional
financial services. Its objective is to be-
come people’s first service choice by of-
fering more convenience and facilities
— primarily through mobile phones — for
monetary transactions.

Pakistan’s financial services sec-
tor was mired in a morbid state until a
few years ago. As per Financial Inclusion
Insights (FII), more than 100 million
Pakistani adults — comprising 5 percent
of the world’s unbanked population - did
not have a formal bank account. For the
population’s poor segment especially,
opening an account in a conventional
bank was an enormously complicated
task. And for the government, distributing
welfare payments to the underprivileged
in a targeted manner was an uphill job,
because most of them lacked any formal
transaction account. This impediment re-
quired a drastically simplified alternative
to bring financial inclusion to the public.

Asaresult, Fintech came into play and be-
gan to tap the potential in the Pakistani
masses. It is now increasingly gearing to
exploit all the gaps in the services of the
mainstream financial sector.

At present, the Fintech revolution
is slowly but surely enabling thousands
of Pakistanis to send and receive cash,
pay bills and buy merchandise from the
comfort of their homes. The use of this
mobile money industry, aka ‘Branchless
Banking, appears to be gaining ground in
Pakistan.

It is imperative for a country’s econo-
my that its public has access to regulated
financial services. Financial inclusion,
driven by Fintech, is beneficial for indi-
viduals, as well as national economies. It
boosts economic growth and also con-
tributes to documenting the economy. In
a country where 80 percent of the popu-
lation has mobile phone ownership, and
an increasingly tech-savvy youth, no one
can doubt the thriving scope of Fintech
or Branchless Banking (BB) in Pakistan. If
the authorities fully encourage this plat-
form, Pakistan can make leapsin financial
inclusion, consequently uplifting the na-
tional economy and GDP growth.

The incumbent Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) government deserves a pat
on the back for its continued efforts to
digitalise Pakistan. In January 2021, Prime
Minister Imran Khan launched the Raast
payment system. According to the State
Bank of Pakistan, Raast is Pakistan’s first
instant payment system that will enable
end-to-end digital payments among in-
dividuals, businesses, and government
entities instantaneously. Nevertheless,
the PTIgovernment will have to pay more
attention to include Fintech, especially
in regulating its flagship Ehsaas welfare
programme. It will escalate financial in-
clusion as well as lessen to a great extent
the risk of physical contact in times of a
pandemic.

The successful integration of Fintech
solutions into Pakistani society may be
the answer to the structural financial

problems the country has always strug-
gled with. Furthermore, the PTI govern-
ment will earn huge benefits from digital
payments or Branchless Banking. It will
help significantly limit money laundering
—along-term goal of the PTI government.
The digital record of every payment will
make it much harder to hide income and
evade taxes, thus leaving no room for any
illegal transaction or theft.

Several private firms are also work-
ing alongside the government on Fintech,
to improve its application in Pakistan for
a better customer experience. A network
of retailers and franchises have mush-
roomed across the country, serving mil-
lions of customers and contributing to
Pakistan’s economy as well.

According to the latest report pub-
lished by the State Bank of Pakistan, BB
accounts sustained their growing trend
with the addition of 4 million new ac-
counts during the quarter (Oct-Dec 2018).
Now, BB accounts have touched the 47.2
million figure, after an increase of 9.4 per-
cent during the quarter, compared to 43.1
million accounts at the end of Sept 2018.
Similarly, BB deposits have also grown by
42.8 percent during the quarter, to reach
Rs.23.7billion.

A breakup of BB transactions shows
that customer-related transactions ac-
count for 98 percent of the volume, most
of which constitute M-wallet (Mobile-
wallet) transactions. The SBP report con-
cludes that the incessant rise in volume
and value of transactions is a positive
indicator for the gradual adoption of the
Branchless Banking channel by the pub-
lic to meet their banking needs.

The gradual but promising digital
transformation of Pakistan’s financial
sector with Branchless Banking will soon
become the cornerstone of the country’s
universal financial inclusion. For a devel-
oping country like Pakistan, the key to
strengthen the economy lies in Fintech. It
is a much-needed, doable way forward to
fix the structural loopholes of the finan-
cial system. H
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The ‘Maa’ of Lyari

With her path-breaking efforts to provide quality education and more to the children of Lyari and
their parents, Sabina Khatri is viewed as a mother figure in this depressed, crime-infested,

4

By Zahra Chughtai

The writer is a prominent
freelance journalist and
runs her own interiors and
lifestyle online publication.

abina Khatri exudes a quiet

strength and kindness that
S draws you in. You would pick

her out in a crowd as the per-
son to turn to if things went awry. And
you would be right. As the head of the
Kiran Foundation in Lyari, she has trans-
formed the lives of the families which
come under the umbrella of this unique
organisation. When I ask her to define the
Kiran Foundation she smiles and says, “In
the words of the mothers who are with us,
they say Kiran Foundation is their home.
They say the abbreviation KF should
stand for the Kiran Family.” And Sabina
herself is the “Maa” of Lyari. That is how
all the children address her. Motherhood
is, in fact, the transformative superpower
that is the basic ethos of Kiran.

It is indeed difficult to define the
Kiran programme which offers educa-
tion, for both children and their parents,
plus counselling and therapy, recreation

poverty-ridden slum of Karachi

One big happy family.

and a whole lot more. “Our programme
has many layers,” explains Sabina. “So
it's much more than just a school.” The
centre remains open seven days a week
till eight in the evening for children and
their families to participate in the various
after-school clubs, which range from ar-
chery and music to robotics and gymnas-
tics. It is open even on Sundays because
that is the day most fathers can come in
and study or participate in the centre’s
activities.

[ ask Sabina if working such long
hours seven days a week isn’t taxing? “Not
at all,” she responds. “I enjoy it so much.
I do all this to fill my own void. I do it for
myself”

This takes us back to Sabina Khatri’s
own life experiences which, she firmly
believes, were preparing her to take on
the role she occupies today. “The way
Kiran Foundation has evolved is so or-
ganic. The basic motivation behind it T
would say is to allay pain. And that pain
resonated with me. Every child I have
touched had an experience that I could
identify with.”

Sabina was born in Hyderabad but
moved to Karachi when she was very lit-
tle. Her mother was half Hungarian and

half Indian. She had met Sabina’s father
at medical school in Germany where the
two fell in love and got married. But the
marriage could not last, mainly Sabina
feels, because of societal constraints. And
at the age of six, Sabina and her brother
left for Germany with their mother. As a
single mother with two small children in
a foreign country, Sabina’s mother strug-
gled and the children were moved from
place to place and even plucked out of
school. Finally, Sabina’s father won cus-
tody of the children and they were moved
back to Pakistan. “So at the age of six Twas
separated from my father, and then at
the age of nine I was separated from my
mother. And that was forever.”

Sabina’s father re-married and she
and her brother grew up with a new fam-
ily and siblings. Sabina was on the sur-
face a happy child. “I was very talkative,
bubbly. I was always singing, writing po-
etry, drawing — and dreaming. I had very
vivid dreams, to which I gave expression
through art.” But she was also always told
that she thought too much. “T was called
‘pagal’ (crazy) a lot because I asked diffi-
cult questions.” Today Sabina is a big ad-
vocate of being a caring adult in a child’s
life, “because I didn't have that.”
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Against all Odds

‘Maa’ with the brood: Transforming young lives.

“But I never felt resentful or bitter,”
she says. “And I think that this is just a
blessing from God. Allah guided me and
all the negatives thrown at me became
my training; they built a resilience within
me. And I always found helping others to
have the most profoundly healing effect
onme.”

Even as a young student at St Joseph’s
College, Sabina would take a bus and visit
the children’s ward at Jinnah Hospital. “I
didn’t tell anyone at home because they
would have stopped me. But I would
go and spend time with the children
there, take them games, tell them stories.
Sometimes I would spend time with the
children selling flowers on the streets.
And this was the highlight of my day. I
can't tellyou how muchIenjoyedit.”

Married off at an early age, Sabina’s
little adventures came to an end. She
was disappointed that though she was a
good student and came from a family of
doctors, she was not encouraged to study
further. But she didn’t put up a fight and
got married. “If I feel 'm not wanted or
needed somewhere, I just step aside,” she
says. “Even now, I just feel it’s a sign that T
should move on.”

Sabina had the first of her three chil-
dren when she was only 18. “When I be-
came a mother and experienced that in-
tense bond with my child, I found myself
questioning how my mother could give
up her children,” says Sabina. “And that
answer too I found when helping oth-
ers. One learns that circumstances arise
when a mother will be forced to do that,
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“I did get some
threats... later, the
gangs stopped
harassing me. They
wanted their
children to attend
my schools as well.”

for her own or her child’s survival.”

When Sabina’s children were older,
she decided to go back to school. But find-
ing the local educational environment
extremely discouraging for an older stu-
dent, she decided to opt for online cours-
es in nutrition and physical fitness. She
then began conducting fitness classes
from home, which were hugely success-
ful. “T made some lifelong friendships
there. Those ladies who were my students
are today my biggest donors and are on
the board of Kiran Foundation,” says
Sabina.

It was during these years that she met
themother and child who were tobecome
the catalyst for the creation of the Kiran
Foundation. “My cook’s sister came to me
with her eight-month-old daughter. The
child had been dashed against the wall by
her father. The child’s lips were blue and
her eyes bloodied. We didn’t know if she
would survive, but thank God she did. T
kept that mother and daughter with me

for four or five months. The mother had
nowhere to turn to since she had mar-
ried for love and was too ashamed to re-
turn home. So she was at the mercy of her
abusive, drug-using husband. She eventu-
ally did go back to her husband, who sub-
sequently tried to throw the baby down
from the third floor.”

At this point Sabina took decisive ac-
tion and intervened in the situation. She
got the woman, who was pregnant again,
adivorce from her abusive husband. And
the family came back to live with Sabina
in her home “The little girl grew up in my
home and became very dear to me. She
blossomed into a confident, happy child.
I also educated the mother and made her
the secretary of my gym. Today she writes
poetry and loves reading novels.”

But when the little girl came of school
age, her mother was scared to put her in
school for fear that her father would kid-
nap her. “The family lived in Lyari and
I started visiting Lyari to get a feel of the
area,” recalls Sabina. This was in 2004,
the era when Lyari was at its most noto-
rious and gangs ruled. No one at home
knew about Sabina’s visits to Lyari; she
would don a burga and wander around
on foot. “I noticed that all the street dogs
in Lyari had been mutilated, tails cut off,
legs broken. It was very disturbing,” re-
calls Sabina. “T have seen men carrying
bazookas and rocket launchers on their
shoulders and roaming around. I have
seen cross-fire and bodies lying in the
street. But worst of all, during the cross-
fire T witnessed children cheering and
clapping from the balconies. And then
later running down to collect discarded
bullets.” She worried about the future of
these children. The danger did not daunt
her;in fact, it made her more determined.

It was by pure chance that Sabina
found out that her husband’s company
was fundingasmallschoolin Lyarias part
of their Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) activity. “God connected the dots,”
smiles Sabina. “For two years I had been
researching Lyari, writing down my find-
ings and now I had found an entry into
the community.”

The school that was being funded
Was a mere two rooms next to a mosque.
A driver, Haji Nazir, at the factory had re-
quested funds to start this school in his
home area. “My husband was extremely
reluctant to go and visit the school but T
was very persistent,” recalls Sabina. “I re-
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member the first time
we visited with cars and
guards,” she laughs at
this absurdity. T clearly
recall, when we were
walking up the stairs, I
could hear the children
reciting ‘Lab pe aati
hai dua’ This was a di-
rect sign for me. This is
my absolute favourite
poem and each word
resonates with me,
as if it is addressed to
me personally. I broke
down and sat there on
the steps crying.”

Now Sabina set to
work in earnest. Over
the next four months

prehensive  five-year

plan for a unique programme. The goal
was to address the long-term effects of
trauma. “T wanted to replicate the work I
had done at home with my cook’s sister
and her daughter. I had seen wonderful
results with them.Imapped out a trauma-
sensitive, holistic, interventive mother-
and-child programme that I could carry
out with 20 children. And T would be with
them every step of the way like a mother.”
She e-mailed this plan to her husband
and in-laws, who could not refuse in the
face of her determination and this sys-
tematic approach.

Haji Nazir and the principal of the
two-room Kiran School, who is today
Senior Manager of the Foundation,
helped Sabina identify the families which
had suffered trauma and most needed
help. “Thad some rules,” explains Sabina.
“T would not take on anyone who used
drugs, ghutka etc, I would only take the
first-born children, although I made
some exceptions. These may have sound-
ed harsh but I had my reasons. I could not
allow myselfto fail with this first batch.”

The children from that first batch are
today studying on scholarships in the
leading elite schools of Karachi like Nixor
College, Indus Valley School, Sceptre
College and Cedar College.

The transformational approach taken
by Sabina aimed to see the Kiran children
entering competitive elite schools within
a span of two years. “I had given myself
a huge challenge; the transformation of
mother, father and child.”

I ' ; 1
Climbing up the education ladder: Sabina with a graduating
she prepared a com- EAlaLIA

The transformation-
al approach taken by
Sabina aimed to see
the Kiran children
entering competitive
elite schools within a
span of two years. “1
had given myself a
huge challenge; the
transformation of
mother, father and
child.”

The first mainstream school a Lyari
child managed to get admission in, on
merit, was St Michaels School. “The prin-
cipal was very surprised when she met
the parents of the child who were obvi-
ously from a different social class. She
asked to meet me and I became the sur-
rogate parent for that child in the school
records.” In fact, Sabina registered herself
as surrogate parent for all the children of
the first batch.

Today all children from the Kiran
School regularly move on to O and A level
schools or the Agha Khan Board schools
of Karachi. But Kiran is still home to these

children who continue to
spend their after-school
hours here for support
and recreation.

TheKiran Foundation
has also adopted a gov-
ernment-run school of
700 children in Lyari. The
same trauma-sensitive
approach hasbeenimple-
mented here. “The school
was earlier in the con-
trol of the gangs,” recalls
Sabina. “Some rooms
were used as torture
cells” Didn’'t Sabina her-
self face trouble from the
notorious gangs of Lyari?
“In the beginning I did,”
sherecalls.“Idid get some
threats but I could not
have started work here if
I didn’'t have protection from the locals.
And later, the gangs stopped harassing
me. They wanted their children to attend
my schools as well.”

Sabina was awarded the Sitara-e-
Imtiaz for her ground-breaking work with
the Kiran Foundation. What does this
mean to her? “It gave me validation from
peoplein the family, especially those who
had earlier been a bit disapproving,” says
Sabina. “But for me personally, nothing
compares to the loving messages I receive
from mothers and children. That is my
Sitara-e-Imtiaz.”

An important task on the cards for
Sabina is to put her unique programme
at Kiran through academic research, so
that it can be recognised as an approved
educational system. “My daughter, who is
atrained psychologist, has put my 10-year
work into a structure,” says Sabina. “But
it needs a PhD thesis to be done on it and
thatrequires funding.”

Sabina is keenly aware of the need
for the Kiran Foundation to run inde-
pendently of her one day. “My successors
will be my first batch,” she smiles. “They
have been bred with the idea that Kiran is
theirsand they have to carry on the work.”

Currently, the Kiran Foundation is
conducting drives in the remote areas of
Balochistan to distribute basic goods and
set up thalassaemia camps. Sabina sees a
powerful metaphor here. “I asked a boy
who was receiving blood how he felt. He
said T feel alive” And that is what Kiran
Foundation is for me. It's my lifeline.” m

February2021 NARRATIVES | 71




MEDIAMATTERS

) = NEWS

M SPECIAL REPOR

—

LETTERS

MEDIAMATTERS

Brave New World

Narrative platforms emerge for new media as traditional broadcasting witnesses a decline

By Amir Jahangir

The writer is a strategic
communications
professional.

he media in Pakistan is in the
throes of change. While the
T younger generation had al-
ready transitioned to new me-
dia, the over 30s are beginning to join the
club. Traditional media, meanwhile, is on
the back foot. Hardly anyone in their teens
and twenties is consuming content on tel-
evision in the urban and peri-urban soci-
eties in Pakistan. While Pakistan is yet to
benefit from the demographic dividend
of a younger population, media is one of
the industries that have been hit hard by
changing consumer preferences. Jobs are
being lost with no roadmap for creating
the “Jobs of Tomorrow.”

The media industry has already been
transformed by several waves of digitali-
sation as Pakistan’s young generation is
fast switching to digital forms of media.
Consumption patterns are rapidly chang-
ing, and anyone who cannot keep pace is
quickly becomingirrelevant.

A cursory look at the trends present-
ed by Hootsuite can confirm these ac-

counts. When we compare the progress
made in Internet services, consumption
trends, social media numbers, and eCom-
merce numbers over the past 12 months, it
makes for an interesting read.

2020 has been a tough year for busi-
ness. However, things have progressed
when it comes to Internet usage in
Pakistan. People are switching from tra-
ditional media to digital media in great
numbers. Pakistan’s massive youth popu-
lation has created a demographic profile
that is positive for Internet and mobile
phone companies. Content is the only
thing missing from the equation.

Pakistan’s Internet penetration stands
currently at 35 percent. This may seem
on the low side, but we have seen a jump
of 17 percent between Jan 2019 and Jan
2020. Similarly, the usage of social media
platforms has also increased by 7 percent
(TU, Global Web Index, GSMA Intelligence
and Eurostat, 2020). The good news is that
there is room for further growth. With a
lot of developed countries nearing satura-
tion point, a country like Pakistan is still in
its growth phase.

There are some really interesting
numbersinthedigital sphere. Statistically,
things have improved when it comes to
the speed of the internet in Pakistan. Year-

on-year change shows a growth of 18 per-
cent (Ookla, 2020) in the average speed of
fixed Internet connections.

It may not come as a surprise that in
the year of working from home and less
work overall, the share of web trafficby de-
vice has grown by 20 percent for mobiles,
but it has dropped for laptops, computers,
and tablets. This reflects in smartphone
penetration numbers and a year-on-year
growth of 27 percent (Statcounter, 2020).
Perhaps the overall growth has slowed
down due to government-imposed taxes
but this is by no means an unimpressive
number, especially in a year like 2020.

Social media users have also grown
by 17 percent, with Facebook being by far
the most used medium (Facebook’s Self-
Service Advertising Tools). It is mostly
accessed by a mobile device. Other plat-
forms such as Instagram, Twitter, and
Snapchat have also seen growth.

One thing that has been positively im-
pacted by the situation of 2020 is eCom-
merce. Companies are now pushing their
online sales more than ever. This reflects
inthe overall spend on online advertising,
which stands at 13 percent. Specifically,
social media ad spend has risen by 19
percent. There is a gap in the market, and
many companies are competing to fill it.

February 2021 INARRATIVES | 73




MEDIAMATTERS

Changing Patterns

shem oafn the e

¥ s
w '.T!E..

Fieiy dhissi v

n.'aﬁ.-.l.'.h,nr'-l.r

New vs Old.

The largest rise in expense has been for
fashion goods, furniture, and electronics.
People are slowly starting to trust online
services.

This opens up an opportunity for all
kinds of businesses. Whether you are try-
ing to sell a burger or a show, it is likely to
be promoted in an online setting. Fast-
moving companies will be able to ben-
efit from this change. Agility would be
the name of the game. If you can adapt to
changing circumstances quickly, it would
mean you can thrive.

While we see a lot of growth on
Internet infrastructure, content still re-
mains an issue for millennials and zoom-
ers. The traditional way of storytelling
is alien to the young and the restless, as
shorter attention spans are typical of
the younger audience that dominates
Internet viewership. Microsoft research
suggests the attention span for Internet
content is less than eight seconds. This is
the time that can either hook the viewer
or motivate him to click on to something
more exciting. The first eight seconds
are crucial for digital storytelling, and
ideal content is limited to duration of 10-
15 minutes. This is something that the in-
dustry is not used to. Techniques of the
past, meant for a larger screen, no longer

2020 has been a
tough year for
business. However,
things have
progressed when it
comes to Internet
usage in Pakistan.

work. The new generation is asking for fast
paced and to the point content. Gone are
the days of 50 minute talk shows, where
the anchor’s conversation with guests did
not focus on a solution based approach,
whereas good journalism can identify,
debate and suggest solutions to problems
faced by an ordinary citizen. These are the
times of interactivity and engagement. If
you are not engaging your audiences, you
arebecomingirrelevant.

Changing consumption patterns
have given rise to a new set of media en-
terprises that are more focused on user
experience and engagement through
content rather than addressing a pas-
sive audience. Some new entrants in the
sphere are Vidly, SeenPrime, Tapmad,

Goonj, Mjunoon, and RINSTRA etc.

What is much needed is the realisa-
tion that content exclusivity remains the
key to success in this digitally augment-
ed world. Some of these new entrants
are simply trying to make apps that can
download or stream content live. This is
neither the demand nor the desire of the
young lot. They want exclusivity, some-
thing different from what their parents
watch every night. The viral videos on
Facebook watch and YouTube shorts are
more of an experience for sharing and
more effective than epic film making
techniques.

The norm has been adopted by
RINSTRA, Pakistan’s first digital platform
for content creators and consumers. It
is the first short-form storytelling plat-
form, which gives users the experience of
watching quality content, while also pro-
viding an opportunity to users to create
their own channel and generate content
side by side with the big names of the in-
dustry, while monetising their creativity
from the platform viewership. The future
of content is interactive, the storytelling
needs to engage the viewer as part of the
storytelling technique. This has to evolve
around digital platforms and traditional
television is likely to perish as all things
good or bad come to an end after the de-
mand side shifts to a newer technology.

RINSTRA's efforts to engage storytell-
ers into active filmmaking is generating
new genres of content. It has identified a
new breed of content creators. They are
not in the urban centres of Pakistan but
in the suburbs and the peri-urban areas
of Sindh, South Punjab and the remote
terrains of GB, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. These young and talented
people are dominating YouTube, Tiktok,
Likee, Bigo live and Facebook live, earn-
ing in hundreds and thousands of dollars
by engaging youth through their 2-3 min-
utes videos. This is a phenomenon that
needs to be understood by media owners
in Pakistan. The centre of power is shift-
ing from the infrastructure driven ivory
towers of media to more content-centric
storytelling in Pakistan and beyond. The
only way Pakistan can benefit from this
shift is to embrace these young content
creators and engage them in thematic
storytelling with entrepreneurial support
mechanisms, so they can tell their own
stories rather than being held hostage to
external content. ®
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Changing Lives

Access to education brings about a paradigm shift through The Citizens Foundation route

By Asaad Ayub Ahmad

The writer is CEO & President
of The Citizens Foundation.

n Pakistan, more than 22.8
I million children between
the ages of 5-16 have never
stepped inside a school. In
1995, six friends in the sprawling me-
tropolis of Karachi decided that this
was an unacceptable status-quo. They
pooled their resources and funded five
professionally designed purpose-built
schools in a few slums. And they decided
not to stop there. Those five schools have
gone on to ignite a movement across
Pakistan, expanding to 1,652 school units
in over 700 cities, towns, and villages.
The Citizens Foundation (TCF), now one
of South Asia’s largest non-profits in for-
mal schooling has been educating boys
and girls from some of Pakistan’s poor-
est, most neglected communities for 25
years. But it has done much more than
building schools. It has become — along
with the 266,000 children it has helped
thrive — one of the most uplifting stories
coming out of a country reduced to a
global symbol of violence and despair.

The Economist describes TCF as,
“perhaps the largest network of indepen-
dently run schools in the world.” It also
goes on to mention it as “Pakistan’s larg-
est single employer of women in the pri-
vate sector.”

All the schools are located in slums
and villages that lie forgotten in the cit-
ies, villages, and valleys of Sindh, Punjab,
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Azad Kashmir. All have given a new lease
of hope to thousands of Pakistani fami-
lies. TCF students have gone on to pres-
tigious higher education institutions to
study engineering, medicine, informa-
tion technology, business, and vocational
skills to help them carve out successful
careers. They are often the first children
in their families to ever go to school, and
almost always the first to ever attend col-
lege, with help from a strong alumni col-
lege placement program. Many are also
teaching their illiterate parents and sib-
lings how to read, helped by a growing
adult literacy programme run in some
TCF schools after hours.

TCF graduate, Abdul Wahid, gives

an example of this sweeping move-
ment of education. He is now a student
of BS Physics on a scholarship at one of
Pakistan’s top universities, the Lahore
University of Management Sciences
(LUMS). The son of a small farmer who
tended his fields in a small village of
Bhurawala, Punjab, Abdul Wahid grew up
working hard on his father’s farm while
attending a TCF School in his village all
along. Abdul Wahid says, “I remember it
was just seven or eight of us who joined
TCF initially..it amazes me to think now
how much things have changed. Now,
mostly all the boys and girls in our village
are going to school! T am the very first

Son of a small far;né/: TCF
graduate Abdul Wahid is now a
Physics student at LUMS.

person in my village to reach university. I
am treated with so much respect and ad-
miration; people want to know what it’s
like being in a university.”

Amjad is arickshaw driver in Karachi
who drives along the winding roads of
the city, looking for passengers all day,
barely making ends meet. While Amjad
strives to make a living wage, his daugh-
ters, on the other hand have begun to
follow their dreams, carving their own
paths to a better future. After studying at
TCF Schools, three of Amjad’s daughters
are pursuing their tertiary education in
some of the best institutions of the coun-
try. The eldest one, Amina, is enrolled in
the Pharmacy Programme at the Dow
University of Health Sciences; second in
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line, Armina, is studying in the Business
Administration programme at the
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of
Science and Technology (SZABIST), while
the third one, Muskan made it to Institute
of Business Administration (IBA), another
premier institute of the country, to study
Computer Science.

The younger three include Mansha
who studies at the TCF College, while
Jaweria and Alisha still attend their
TCF School as first and eighth graders
respectively.

About half of the students at TCF
schools are girls, most being the first
young women in their communities to
step inside a school. Many have gone on to
become educators in their own schools.
In its quest to welcome more girls, TCF
employs an all-female faculty of close
to 13,000. These teachers are provided
full transport to ensure safe passage to
schools located in barely accessible are-
as. Every teacher undergoes intense pre-
service and in-service training at TCF’s
teacher training centres. Its education ex-

mi
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Those five schools
have gone on to
ignite a movement
across Pakistan,
expanding to 1,652
school units in over
700 cities, towns,
and villages.

perts design a new, high standard curric-
ulum to supplement the curriculum man-
dated by the government. The teaching
approach is child-centred, and reflects
strong social and moral values, with uni-
versal principles of tolerance, peace and
love.

For example, in a TCF school in
Daharki, a small city in the Sindh prov-
ince, the principals and teachers made

. s ol . il I s I [ i
All of Muskan’s six daughters are enrolled in or graduates of TCF schools,
where half of the students are girls.

crimination against the children of the
town’s sizeable Hindu community. The
Muslim children, carrying over values
taught at home, would refuse to sit with
or share water with the Hindu children.
The Daharki teachers overcame this dis-
criminatory behaviour through contin-
ued, gentle instruction in and outside
the classrooms, and soon, the children
were able to shun the prejudices taught at
home and began to freely mix with each
other in the school's open and loving
environment.

Many Pakistani parents have never
looked beyond making ends meet. By
simply enrolling their children in school,
they are already breaking the mould.
Convincing them to take that first step is
often challenging, especially when chil-
dren help a family earn its living, but TCF
school principals do it every day. Every
new school is a product of a comprehen-
sive needs analysis and hard-won com-
munity buy-in. It is no wonder that these
schools are considered as safe zones and
havens by parents and children alike,
rather than a threat to their traditional
values.

TCF students” dreams, big and small
— of helping their communities, explor-
ing the world, soaring in the skies, or
just taking up a profession nobody else
in their family ever has before — all tell
of a remarkable journey made possible
by the power of education. From teach-
ers who travel up to three hours a day to
teach in some of the most remote villages
in Pakistan, to principals who persuade
conservative parents to send their daugh-
ters to school, to volunteers across the
world who tirelessly raise funds, the story
of TCF is one of changing paradigms. It
shows that change is not only possible in
Pakistan;itis already onits way. m




80

NARRATIVES February 2021

The Rise of the Dragon

Ali Mahmood traces the genesis of China’s phenomenal success

By Amir Zia

e Pakistanis mostly see our

‘ N ] country’s greatest friend and

strategic partner, in China,

through the lens of propagan-

dist Western media, thinktanks, and writ-

ers. It is somewhat ironic that despite our

close ties, in Pakistan, very little original

work on China’s history and political sys-

tem is produced or analysis done on its

rapid rise on the world stage as the second

largest economic power that is all set to

first catch up with and then outpace the
United States.

Ali Mahmood, a prominent Pakistani
businessman, politician of yesteryears,
and author, attempts to understand the
Chinese marvel through his book, Enter
the Dragon: The Story of the China Miracle,
published in January 2021.

This is Ali Mahmood’s third book,
following Saints and Sinners (2013), and
Muslims (2017). And like his previous
works, Enter the Dragon too, is based on
in-depth research and written in his typi-
cal, easy-to-read, breezy style, like a dra-
matic novel.

As the book gives a fast-paced ac-
count of Chinese history, the reader meets
revolutionary icons — from Mao Zedong
to Deng Xiaoping — and the new breed of
leaders of postrevolutionary days — from
Hu Jintao to Xi Jinping. One also gets a
glimpse of Chinese entrepreneurs and
businesspeople, whose numbers are rap-
idly increasing in the world’s billionaire
club.

Painting sketches of real-life people —
showing their strengths and weaknesses,
achievements and failures, wisdom and
follies, is one of the skills Ali Mahmood
exercises when writing, which he has also
demonstrated in Enter the Dragon, just
like his previous works.

The book, divided into 18 chapters,
narrates Chinese history through grip-
ping anecdotes and characterisation of
larger than life personalities, as it offers
both the bird’s eye view, and at times, the
worm’s view of landmark events.

From the “Century of Humiliation to a
miracle economy,” how did China achieve
its mega-growth in less than 100 years?
What role did its remarkable leaders play
in this transformation? Why did their ex-
periments to consolidate the revolution
and make it more pro-people, at times, fall
short of the target, and that too, at a great
human cost? What lessons were learnt
and how was sustained, rapid economic
growth achieved?

Enter the Dragon attempts to answer
these complex questions in broad strokes,
as it also highlights China’s continued
struggle against corruption and crime, in-
troduces Chinese princelings, billionaires,
and the party, highlights mega projects
and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and
discusses its foreign relations, especially
the ongoing ‘war’ with the United States.

According to Ali Mahmood, “by com-
bining the romantic vision of the idealistic
guerrilla fighter, Mao, with the pragma-
tism of the determined reformer, Deng,
the People’s Republic of China was cre-
ated, strengthened, and steered through
problems and difficulties.”

The book starts with a brief history
of the creation of unified China in 221 BC,
when Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi put an
end to the period of “Warring States by
conquering the six kingdoms ... with his
sheer force and ruthlessness.” His tactics
may appear cruel, but his “efficient dic-
tatorship created exceptional infrastruc-
ture and development and capped it with
his most famous construction project, the
Great Wall of China.”

Fast forwarding the landmark events
of ancient China, the author takes the
reader straight to the 19th Century, re-
membered more as the “Century of
Humiliation,” when the Europeans had
established their hegemony, and an insult-
ingsignboard in a Shanghai park read, “No
dogs or Chinese allowed.”

Even after the First World War,
Imperial  Japan occupied China’s
Shandong province, sparking protests
among Chinese students and intellectu-
als, giving birth to modern Chinese na-
tionalism, which carried the seeds of the

Enter the Dragon
Author: Ali Mahmood
Publisher: Saphire Books
Pages: 364

Price: Not mentioned

Communist Revolution.

But the road to revolution is never
straight, nor is it black-and-white. It is a
complex, multi-pronged struggle fought
on many fronts. On one hand, if the battle
lines are drawn against the ruling classes,
their allies as well as foreign powers and
their collaborators, then on the other,
there is always a bitter and sometimes
even bloody inner-party struggle among
comrades-in-arms on strategy and tac-
tics. The Chinese revolutionary struggle
also passed through this murky phase
and uncertain times in which Mao Zedong
emerged as the supreme leader of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

This phase is incisively summed up
by the writer, detailing how the legend-
ary “Long March,” started as a “desperate
retreat” but proved “a prelude to victory,”
decisively establishing Mao’s leadership.

“The Long March”isastory of courage,
sacrifice, hope, endurance, and determi-
nation through indescribable hardship.
Of the 85,000 soldiers who started the
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The Rise of the Dragon

Mao (right) with his most trusted
comrade Zhou Enlai (left), during
the early days of the CCP.

march, 8,000 survivors arrived at their
destination a year later.”

In a fast paced, gripping way, the au-
thor narrates in condensed form the
bloody post-Long March struggle that
brought Mao to power, defeating both
the Japanese occupation forces and the
Chinese nationalists led by Chiang Kai-
shek. Then, Ali Mahmood immediately
moves to the triumphs and tribulations
of Mao during his days of absolute pow-
er. “Worshipped as a demigod for hav-
ing achieved the impossible, he (Mao) in-
spired the belief that the future held no
limits.”

Yet, difficulties for the newly created
People’s Republic of China were immense.
“The people were poor, the industry in
shambles and the nation bankrupt.. The
US was committed to Chiang Kai-Shek...
Russia meant Stalin, and Stalin was a dif-
ficult man to deal with,” the book says.

Against this backdrop, Mao and his
struggle-hardened team set to work to
rebuild and change China. But soon Mao
had to make the difficult decision of join-
ing the Korean War, which meant taking
on the United States, the new superpower
of that time. The decision was taken de-
spite the fact that the Soviet Union had
backtracked from its promise of provid-
ing air-cover to communists. Chinese in-
volvement in the Korean War brought the
American troops to a standstill, “but the
cost of war both during and after was too
high.”

“Close to half a million Chinese sol-
diers were killed.. including the young
son of Mao.”

China had to face crippling US sanc-
tions which hampered its growth for the
next 20 years, “but Mao and China’s rep-
utation had been established the world
over,” says the book.

On the home front, Mao launched a
drive against landlords, redistributing
their lands among farmers, and taking on
the counter-revolutionaries. These cam-

“China’s support was
unconditional, unlike
the USA, whose
interference had led

to the saying in the
developing world, ‘Be
careful, or America
will punish you with
democracy.”

V.l
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paignsresulted in over 1.7 million deaths.

Being a “people’s man,” Mao hated
elitism. “To bring them (party members,
officials) to heel,” Mao launched “anti-
corruption, anti-waste, anti-bureaucracy”
campaigns.

The author gives details of the sweep-
ing measures Mao undertook to reform,
change, develop, and modernise China
on every front; fighting the class enemies,
holding his party comrades accountable
for indulging in corruption, and creating
a new culture which “demonised the en-
emies of the party and praised the new
socialist regime.”

Inthefascinatingaccount of Mao’s era,
the Chinese leader emerges as a romantic
revolutionary, committed to his ideals
and ideology, and love for his people. In a
short span, “Mao had unified China, cre-
ated an impressive rate of growth, restruc-
tured the education system, improved
living standards, and fought the United
States ...to astandstill in Korea.”

“But success on so many fronts in the
face of so many problems, intoxicated
Mao who had never seen defeat over three
decades and had yet to learn that pride
comes before a fall,” the author wrote, ex-
plaining Mao’s dilemma.

“The Great Leap Forward was a cam-
paign to accelerate growth.. and over-
take Great Britain in 15 years,” but it
proved “Mao’s greatest miscalculation
and his most tragic mistake leading to
death by starvation of up to 30 million
Chinese.” Recognising the disaster, Mao
stepped aside in 1962, only to bounce
back four years later through the Cultural
Revolution, which started in 1966 and con-
tinued almost till his death in 1976. Unlike
most western writers, who demonise Mao
for the Cultural Revolution, Ali Mahmood
gives a different take, highlighting why
it was launched and discussing both its
positives and the unintended negative
consequences.

“Mao believed in equality and was
disturbed by the party bureaucratic elite
who ruled rather than served the people.
The Cultural Revolution attacked this cor-
rupt tendency across China to abuse pow-
er for personal advantage: it gave people a
sense that they were equal, not inferior, to
the privileged,” the author writes.

Moreover, the author also states that
“elitism was replaced by equal opportu-
nity, practical education replaced mere
theory and rural education grew. The
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obstacles to mass education were erased
as costs and duration were reduced..
Educational reforms were ideological
(red), practical (vocational) and aimed at
the masses (rural).”

Therefore, the writer is shedding light
on Deng’s economic miracle as being
made possible only because of the founda-
tions laid down by Mao.

Deng was Mao’s companion during
the struggle and they had been room-
mates. Deng was close to Mao, yet he also
suffered at his hands. He was purged in
1966, yet Mao did not allow any extreme
steps against Deng and finally called him
back to Beijing in February 1973.

From there on, Deng “understood the
importance of staying on the right side of
Mao while pushing forward with his poli-
cies and the handling of administration.”
Deng had three battles to fight. “First the
difficult job of running a government in
crisis, second the infighting in the court of
an ailing Mao close to death, and, last but
not the least, his handling of a moody and
mercurial leader.” And Deng emerged vic-
torious on all three fronts, becoming the
new strongman of China after Mao.

AliMahmood (author) sums up Deng’s
strategy and his key to success in his typi-
cal one-liner. “Deng had shown his resolve
- economic reforms yes, democracy no.”

The writer says, “He (Deng) replaced
ideology with the economics of capital-
ism with socialist characteristics. He had
done more for his nation and his people
than any other world leader of the 20th
century.”

Deng’s successors, from Jian Zemin
to Hu Jintao and then Xi Jinping, kept the
economic reform process going, attract-
ing foreign investment and transforming
China into an economic power house, ex-
panding its economic growth at a breath-
taking pace of an average 9 percent since
1978, maintained for over 40 years.

Furthermore, the author explains that
China’s rise has been peaceful. Deng had
advised, “Lie low and bide your time.” But
by the time Xi Jinping assumed power,
China had practically eradicated extreme
poverty and with its new trade surpluses
and growing wealth, it started to look like
a competitor to the United States, which
ironically helped itsrise.

“Xi also wanted the world to see that
China had become strong. China already
had astrong economy and a stable govern-
ment. Now Xi focused on creating a strong

army capable of combat; this meant less
troops but more technology,” the author
comments.

Highlighting the contrast between the
Chinese and US approach, Ali Mahmood
writes that China’s military budgets re-
mained far below Americas, but China
needed its army only for defence.

“China wanted to dominate the world
through trade and its economy; America
wanted to control the world through its
army rather than through negotiations
and common interest.”

In this context, Xi's One Belt, One Road
initiative emerges as the greatest infra-
structure programme in human history,
benefiting not just China, but many Asian,
African,and European countries.

“Whereas America, in the twentieth

time is now.

century, had provided millions of dollars,
China, in the twenty-first century, pro-
vided billions. And China’s support was
unconditional, unlike the USA, whose
interference had led to the saying in the
developing world, ‘Be careful, or America
will punish you with democracy.”

The book rightly pointed out that
America’s posture as the champion of de-
mocracy remains “hypocritical and op-
portunistic,” offering an objective com-
parison between policies of China and the
United States.

One of the nuggets in the book says
that “the US economy relied on debt-
based over-consumption; China’s econo-
my on debt-based over-investment.”

The book gives an insight into China’s
growing stakes in Africa and the Middle
East and into how Chinese money and
technology are helping many developing
nations to modernise and change the lives

of their citizens for the better.

The chapters on China’s long strug-
gle against corruption and crime, the in-
fluence and clout of descendants of the
Long March heroes, described as prince-
lings, and on Chinese billionaires help the
reader to understand China, its society, its
work ethics and world view better.

The chapter on the CCP’s — which
grooms and develops leaders on merit
— might, working an all-encompassing
control over the country, is not just an in-
teresting read but also shows third world
countries that western democracy is
not the only path to development and
modernisation.

According to Ali Mahmood, “many
poor countries tried democracy, but it did
not make them rich because it was not de-

ing (right) its

mocracy but military strength that cre-
ated the wealth of the West,” through the
loot and plunder of colonies.

“Later (it) allowed the US to impose a
dollar hegemony... in which the countries
of the world produced goods to sell to
America, and America produced dollars
tobuy the goods.”

The book celebrates the success story
of China by highlighting some of its grand
mega projects, which are the biggest in the
world, including the South-North Water
Transfer Project, the Three Gorges Dam,
and the High-Speed Rail Network.

From the perspective of Pakistani
readers, Enter the Dragon is indeed a rare
and valuable addition to the small number
of such works written by Pakistani schol-
ars and writers. For anyone interested in
understanding China and its miraculous
existence, Ali Mahmood’s work offers a
one-book solution. H
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A Tale of Two Pakistans

Offering takeaways from success stories around the world, Kazim Saeed
offers a solution to bridging the wide gap between the two Pakistans

By Munazza Siddiqui

The writer is a senior
journalist.

Dou Pakistan

Author: Kazim Saeed
Publisher: Maktaba-e-Danyal
Pakistan Publishing House
Pages: 621

Price: Rs. 895
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Imost 80 percent of the peo-

A ple of Pakistan do not have

the means to provide a better

future for their children. It’s a

luxury that can be afforded by only about

15-20 percent of Pakistanis. This unfortu-

nate situation exists because the econom-

ic objectives of the 2Ist century cannot

be achieved by holding onto the develop-
ment paradigms of our Mughal past.

Based on this premise, Kazim Saeed’s
Dou Pakistan: Har Pakistani gharane tak
khushali (Two Pakistans: providing pros-
perity to every Pakistani household) clear-
ly identifies the direction the country
needs to take and the targets it must set
for itself in order to ensure prosperity to
every household by 2047.

The theme of this 600-page book may
seem ambitious to some, but it is doable.
The simple manner in which the topics
have been broken down makes it an easy
read, even for those with no background
in economics. The topics are laterally
compartmentalised, with each one flow-
ing into the other so that the thread of
one’s thoughts and understanding is not
lost. Very few experts have attempted to
broach such a comprehensive subject in
Urdu, which makes it worth reading all
the more.

Upon returning to Pakistan after
having spent many years working on
economic development abroad, Kazim
Saeed found many young Pakistanis ask-
ing him basic questions about economic
development and poverty eradication.
As a practitioner in this field, he knew
how many non-western countries had
already achieved these goals over the
last few decades. The answers were al-
ready out there but Kazim Saeed felt that
those answers needed to be presented to
Pakistanis in the context of their own re-
alities and in a way that was easy for them
to comprehend.

Dou Pakistan takes the reader back
and forth between the Mughal era and
present-day Pakistan, making it easier
to understand the basis of our economic

Boowkztoes

woes.

From one off-the-beaten-track village
in Sindh to another in Balochistan all the
way up to Gilgit Baltistan, every poor fam-
ily has the same story and holds the same
belief that only the rich get richer, while
poverty is written into the fate of the poor
the day they are born. Dou Pakistan defies
this very belief, writes Kazim Saeed.

Following several decades of diverse
research, the author has identified and
shortlisted four elements that play a piv-
otal role in improving the chances of gen-
erational prosperity in Pakistan: inherit-
ed wealth, quality education, permanent,
dependable means of income and access
to influential people. Unfortunately, with-
out these four elements in place, our eco-
nomic structure alone is not equipped to
help people change their fate.

Employing his impressive back-
ground as an economist and his keen in-

terest in Mughal history, the writer draws
parallels in terms of persistent economic
disparity between the Mughal era and
present-day Pakistan. The walls of the
Mughal forts also served as economic bar-
riers for those wanting to change their
lives. Now, like then, arelatively easier way
to scale the wall is to acquire a govern-
mentjob orjoin the armed forces.

Poverty alleviation and equitable
development were never a priority in
Mughal society, and even though these
goals are quite achievable today, Pakistan
lags behind because our society and
economy continue to be structured along
Mughallines. Dou Pakistan discusses how
countries outside Europe and the US, like
China, Malaysia, Brazil, South Korea and
Turkey, have successfully tackled poverty.
But Pakistan has not. There are still two
Pakistans, one that prospers inside the
fort wall and the other that struggles to
survive outside.

In an attempt to understand and ad-
dress generational poverty, the harsh
reality of hunger is mostly ignored, even
though it is the basis of the very concept
of poverty. Everyone understands hunger
but perpetual hunger is a condition that
is hereditary and a difficult cycle to break
even today. Dou Pakistan deals with this
issue not only through statistics but also
in terms of how it an impediment to our
evolutionary growth. Every ninth per-
son in this world suffers from perpetual
hunger. The relevance of this book comes
from the fact that the centre of perpetual
hunger today is not Africa but South Asia,
which is home to one-third of the world’s
hungry: some 20 crores in India, 4 crores
in Pakistan and 2.5 crores in Bangladesh.

The crux of the issue has been heart-
breakingly summed up by the people of
Mirpur Khas, also known as ‘the City of
Mangoes: “The rich-poor disparity is such
that for days we go without food; it first
forces us to become thieves or default-
ers and finally criminals.” Citing hunger-
alleviation strategies adopted by coun-
tries like Brazil, China and Turkey, Dou
Pakistan provides case studies of how this
cycle of hunger, illness, mental and physi-
cal growth, illiteracy and malnourished
births can be broken.

Population is another sector that re-
flects two deeply entrenched Pakistans.
Today, 270 children are born to 100 wom-
en in the top 20 percent of families, which
is quite at par with the well-off classes in

developed East Asia. But in the remain-
ing 80 percent of families in Pakistan, 100
women give birth to 420 children, compa-
rable only to the most under-developed
regions of Africa. Pakistan has so far failed
to get a grip on population complexi-
ties, may that be an honest census or the
golden ratio of population and a healthy
work force. The book looks into successful
examples of other Muslim countries like
Indonesia, Iran and Bangladesh, and the
impact of fertility rates on the distribution
of resources.

The relevance of this
book comes from the
fact that the centre of
perpetual hunger
today is not Africa
but South Asia, which

is home to one-third
of the world’s hungry:
some 20 crores in
India, 4 crores in
Pakistan and 2.5
crores in Bangladesh.

The modern world’s first social secu-
rity system was established by German
Chancellor Otto von Bismarck in 1883.
He was in no way a socialist or commu-
nist. In fact, Bismarck was a conservative
leader and his sole purpose behind the
provision of social security was to make
German manpower the most effective in
Europe. Against this backdrop, the sec-
tion on human resource deals with how
prosperity in the 2Ist century will depend
on technology based on modern sciences
and not traditional productivity. In the
fast-changing economics of the 2Ist cen-
tury, illiteracy will prove to be more than
a disability. And without social security
measures in place, Pakistan will lose out
on human capital.

The most effective way to ensure
prosperity is through higher educa-
tion. In Pakistan just six percent get that
chance. Our focus on literacy more than

education continues to be a reflection of
Mughal priorities. Establishing equal-op-
portunity education is possible. Despite
similar complexities and hurdles, several
contemporary countries have achieved
universal education. The book takes a
deep dive into how these impressive tar-
gets were achieved.

Mughal Emperor Shahjahan’sbeloved
wife Mumtaz Mahal gave birth to 14 chil-
dren, of which only seven survived. The
rest died by age five. Most mothers in 2Ist
century Pakistan undergo similar pain.
The problem is, unlike the education sec-
tor, there’s no authentic method to gauge
the annual performance of the health sec-
tor. Things which cannot be measured
cannot be effectively improved. That’s the
way of the world and it’s one of the biggest
hindrances in evaluating the resources
required to provide quality healthcare
services to those living outside the wall.
The ninth edict of Emperor Jahangir was
about the establishment of royal hospi-
tals in big cities run on royal revenue. Dou
Pakistan discusses how the country’s tra-
ditional health systemis still run along the
same lines, with no facility for the poor
living in rural areas and compromised
healthcare in urban centres due to lack of
resources.

In identifying and highlighting the
solutions to bringing down the wall that
divides Pakistan, this book acknowledg-
es the work of world-renowned social
scientist Akhter Hameed Khan, who ad-
vocated community participation in ru-
ral development. He was inspired by the
three principles of Friedrich Wilhelm
Raiffeisen, the German pioneer of co-
operatives. Akhter Hameed Khan be-
lieved that organisation, making assets
via savings and promotion of skills were
absolutely necessary for the growth of
the poorest. He proved the effectiveness
of these principles through his Comilla
Model. Strategies based on these princi-
ples have been successfully implemented
in countries like Japan, Taiwan, Israel, The
Philippines and South Korea.

Unlike the Mughal times, economic
strength today is derived from produc-
tivity, not tax generation. Dou Pakistan
explains in detail the means to achieve
prosperity in this time and age, and of-
fers takeaways from success stories from
around the world. After all, the strategy to
become a champion mustbe learnt from a
champion, says Kazim Saeed. ®
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Health in Jeopardy

Urgent steps need to be taken to address the acute shortage of

u
By Dr. S. M. Qaisar
Sajjad

The writer is the
Secretary-General of
Pakistan Medical
Association (Centre).

he country’s healthcare sys-

tem faces multiple problems,

most pressing among which is

the shortage of doctors to care
for aburgeoning population.

While there are various factors at play
in this situation, observers have pointed
out that the gender balance in medical
schools, which is heavily tilted in favour
of females, has a major role to play.

Who can argue against providing
equal educational opportunities to wom-
en in Pakistan? Who can advocate that a
boy getting low marks in examinations
should get admission to a prestigious
medical college just because he is a boy,
and agirl securing higher numbers be de-
nied admission because of her gender?

Inthe third decade of the 21st Century
even raising this question appears ab-
surd, illogical, and discriminatory. Yet, as
a practicing doctor and an office bearer
of the Pakistan Medical Association — the
mainrepresentative body of all doctorsin

medical practitioners in the country

the country —I'am forced to highlight the
impact of the open merit admission pol-
icy in medical colleges on the country’s
healthcare system.

More than two decades ago, our
honourable Supreme Court decided
that there should be no discrimination
in admissions on the basis of gender.
The decision was taken in line with our
Constitution and in keeping with the spir-
it of the modern age, but it had unintend-
ed consequences.

As our girls, by the grace of Almighty
Allah, are more focused, hard-working,
andresponsible, they get far better grades
and marks in the examinations — as evi-
dent from the Matric, Intermediate and,

There is a dichotomy
in our society. On
principle, girls and
boys should and must
be treated equally but
when we do this in
practice, most
graduating doctors
will not be in active
practice.

O- and A-level results. Therefore, they get
the lion’s share when it comes to admis-
sion in medical colleges where, 80 to 90
percent of seats are occupied by girls.

I am, in no way suggesting, that girls
should be punished for securing higher
marks and denied admission or be sub-
ject to a separate and tougher yardstick.
Yet, there is a dilemma facing us.

Why? Because 60 to 65 percent of
girls graduating from medical colleges,
donot continue professional practice and
simply drop out once they get married.
Many of those remaining, work only part-
time and that too, mostly in larger cities.
Many refuse to see male patients. Very
few would be willing to work in backward
areas even in the large cities, let alone to
go and serve in rural areas. On this front,
however, male doctors have the same
position.

Why do these bright young women,
who devote five years of their lives to earn
the MBBS degree through a gruelling rou-
tine, not practice medicine? Isit their own
choice or are they being forced out of the
ring?

In the majority of cases, it is someone
else’s decision that pushes female doctors
out of the profession. Their husbands, in-
laws and immediate family members do
not want them to practice medicine. In
our society, even many educated families
who are considered modern, and enlight-
ened, do not want their girls to be coming
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Forced Out of the Profession

Female medical students outnumber the boys.

and going at odd hours, working on night
shifts and examining male patients.

So there is a dichotomy in our society.
On principle, girls and boys should and
must be treated equally but when we do
this in practice, most graduating doctors
will not be in active practice. As the years
roll by, the availability of doctors is de-
creasing, although the state spends vast
sums to educate a doctor.

While re-introducing the policy of
giving more seats to boys will be a contro-
versial and regressive step, and is inadvis-
able, one way out of this problem would
be establishing a few ‘all-boys medical col-
leges. This will help increase the number
of male doctors in the country.

Coming back to the issue of growing
shortage of doctors, another factor con-
tributing to this problem is that at least
20 to 30 percent of our male doctors go
abroad for higher studies, and most of
them prefer to work abroad after special-
ising and getting higher degrees.

Policymakers should think on a war
footing, not just about how to stop this
brain drain, but also how to bring these
doctors back to serve the country by offer-
ing monetary incentives and better work-
ing conditions. However, this is easier said
than done, given dismal fund allocations
for the healthcare system.

One more factor, and an important
one behind the growing dearth of doc-
tors is the lack of interest of many of our
male students in the medical profession.
Medical education is now no more con-
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60 to 65 percent of
girls graduating from
medical colleges, do
not continue
professional practice
and simply drop out
once they get
married. Many of
those remaining,
work only part-time
and that too, mostly
in larger cities. Many
refuse to see male
patients.

sidered as attractive as it once used to be
when I wasyoung. The reasons for this are
multiple; firstly, young doctors are forced
towork on paltry wages in the initial years
of their service. Then, working conditions,
especially in our governmentrun hos-
pitals are mostly awful. Thirdly, there is
now an element of danger attached to the
profession, amidst growing incidents of
violence against doctors and scuffles with
relatives, families and friends of patients.
Therefore, bright male students prefer to

go for other lucrative professions, includ-
ing Business Administration, Information
Technology, Law, and Accounting.

We also have to keep in mind that
the standards of medical education are
not what they once used to be. With the
opening up of one private medical college
after another, there is also an acute short-
age of professors in many fields. The flaw
in our medical education system and its
commercialisation, are responsible for
churning out poor quality doctors, many
of whom are a threat to the patient’s life.

The government has also contributed
to the crisis in the system by its confused
and damaging policy regarding the regu-
latory body that kept an eye on standards
of medical education.

A new body - Pakistan Medical
Commission (PMC) — has been formed,
while the old regulatory organisation
— Pakistan Medical & Dental Council
(PMDC) - has been abolished. This move
will further damage medical education in
the country.

The concept of an entry test for medi-
cal colleges has also failed to bring about a
positive change, therefore we suggest that
the government should focus on improv-
ing the pre-medical education and exami-
nation system.

PMC’s move of introducing the com-
pulsory National Licensing Exam (NLE)
for young doctors after graduation dis-
plays the lack of trust regulators have in
the current standard of medical educa-
tion. Under this new and controversial
system, young doctors will have to pass
the NLE before obtaining a license to
practice independently. Another prob-
lem with this decision is the expected
mushroom growth of coaching centres
in the country. In the name of preparing
students for the exit-exams, the coach-
ing centres will charge hefty fees from al-
ready over-burdened parents.

As a professional and Secretary-
General of the PMA, I see a crisis-like
situation building fast in our country,
as the ever-growing number of patients
outstrips the number of new doctors en-
tering the field. The government must
review the situation in a holistic manner
and act fast. Ido not see the woes of medi-
cal education and the dearth of doctors
anywhere on the agenda of our federal
and provincial governments. There is a
gathering storm, but our Neros continue
toplay the fiddle. m




Crystal Ball

PTI Treading Water

Does the PTI government appear to be getting back on track during the

second-half of its five-year term?

or now, the PTI govern-
ment is undergoing a
period of self-assess-
ment. After the Senate
elections, we will get to
determine whether it is
back on course.

At present, PTT’s thin
majority in the Senate
Orya Magbool Jan makes it ill-equipped to
perform optimally, as ac-
quiring a hold on the Up-
per House is indispensable to running the government
competently. However, even if the ruling PTI garners

a large enough Senate majority, it may still become a
hostage of traditional politics and get blackmailed by
coalition parties; the incumbent government’s real test
will kick off then.

The PTI was unable to deliver during the first half
of its five-year term, maybe because its ministers were
flabbergasted by their predecessors’ policies.

Former prime minister Nawaz Sharif focused
on trade-oriented policies during his tenure, while
Premier Imran Khan is encouraging increased produc-
tion and industrialisation by banking on the textile
and construction sectors. This approach is undeniably
reaping better outcomes. Meanwhile, the fast-paced
process of accountability also appears to be effective.
It can be concluded that the PTI is warming up to get
back on track.

Senior Journalist & Analyst

he Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

T (PTI) government is getting over
hurdles, and it has certainly
gotten over the worst. Inarguably,

in December last year, the advent of

the opposition’s Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) severely challenged
the ruling PTI and did make them ner-
. vous. However, now the 11-party alliance
Huma Bagai appears to be dissipating.

All parties in the PDM miserably
failed to mobilise the masses — the
PML-N didn’t have any strong counter-narrative to corruption
allegations and the ANP had a lacklustre showing in Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa. Nevertheless, the PPP played its cards shrewdly and
gave a real pushback to the PTI. With its far-seeing strategies, the
Sindh government successfully barred the PTI government from
making inroads in Karachi.

Despite many failed bids of the PDM to hinder Senate polls,
the PTI s on its way to clinch the parliamentary majority. With
the deep state’s support, PTI is growing politically potent and will
continue to do so during its remaining term.

Nonetheless, on the economic front, the PTI seems to be
going a bit off track with unabated food inflation and a consistent
hike in petroleum prices. The federal government did take a few
cosmetic measures to cushion the economy during the COVID-19
crisis. Most of them were politically unpopular decisions, but
they unquestionably worked in the country’s favour. The mac-
roeconomic indicators show positive outcomes, but sadly, they
don't translate into relief for the public. Thus, the government
needs to deliver immediately on the microeconomic level.

Indeed, the PTI government passed the tests of COVID-19 and
PDM with flying colours, but a monumental challenge of good
governance and delivery still awaits them.

Scholar & Analyst
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he question in front of
us implies that the PTI
government was not
on track in the first half of
its term.
Fundamentally, the
issue with Imran Khan’s
government is the series
of promises he made
Mazhar Abbas to the people. The PTI
Senior Journalist & Analyst consistently claimed
to have done all its
homework before taking up the reins of governance.
Consequently, the masses nurtured high expectations.

Nevertheless, among all the hype of bringing
reforms and giving relief to the masses, the PTT failed to
keep its promises. During the first half of its tenure, the
masses readily allowed the government more time to
deliver, and now during the second half, their hopes are
flickering and the PTT's underperformance in almost all
sectors could not be more conspicuous.

In the second half of its term, the only area where
the PTI sprang into a bit of action was Civil Reforms.
Though the reforms seem good on paper so far, their
execution will require at least two and a half years. This
initiative may provide a straw of respite for the drown-
ing public to clutch, as it sinks into the sea of unfulfilled
promises.

Imran Khan's politics orbits around accountability,
but the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) has itself
become controversial, as it targets only opposition
leaders. The government must bring structural reforms
to NAB, or else this tainted accountability process will
severely cripple the PTT's own politics.

If PM Khan does not provide significant relief to the
masses in the times ahead, he will certainly be doomed.

The only way he can earn the public’s trust is by deliver-

ing at least half of the promised reforms.

H‘ Crystal Ball

obbling and stumbling, Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
crossed the halfway mark of his
term only because he has been
doubly lucky.
Firstly, his opposition is
fragmented and nothing but a
deceitful house of cards in which
11 political parties pull the
applecart in 11 different direc-
tions. Secondly, the ragtag
alliance, hustled together on
a false premise, was wrong
in assuming that Khan and his establishment backers would
crumble.

Khan, who claims he is a fighter, did not surrender; the
economy did not collapse altogether; his COVID-19 policy
was a winner, and his political handling was too smart for
the rattled opposition. He survived the crises and has arrived
at a point where he can find himself gaining political and
economic momentum.

After the Senate polls, when he expects to increase his
parliamentary strength, Khan is ready to sweep the local bod-
ies polls as he plans to offer a series of very lucrative political
incentives — typical gifts like development funds, cash relief
packages for all and seat adjustments with even disliked coali-
tion partners.

He may then look like a compromised Khan, doing the
same old unprincipled politics of the past, but in the maze
he finds himself in, he has to climb down from his high moral
pedestal for a while and develop enough muscle to impose
his own political agenda and go for accountability across the
board.

This very rosy scenario for the second half of his term
is achievable, as he remains the only political option for the
establishment, at least so far, as it faces multiple regional,
international, and geostrategic challenges.

It is no time for a change of horses, and there does not ap-
pear to be another option as the others are widely discredited
and running helter-skelter to salvage their money and politi-
cal fortunes.

Shaheen Sehbai

Senior Journalist & Analyst
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